IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the first Virtual Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 24TH June 2020 via Zoom at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith 
D May

JP Carr


T Maguire 

L Ellis-Day
M May

R Elliott


A May


L Brown
A Drage
K Watts

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were no members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr J Dunkley & D Shroll
20/10
Public participation/Police Report/NCC Update
No members of the public present or information available.
It was queried when the patrol crossing person would resume working however NCC would need to be contacted as they are her employer.
20/11
Declaration of Interest

None declared 
20/12
Minutes
The minutes from 20th May 2020 were agreed as a true record may2020mins.doc
20/13
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £6216.76 for June 2020 be approved 
[image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement £204,632.22 details sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs P Armstrong and L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for June 2020
d) Recommendations from the Finance Working Party were RESOLVED

· To adopt the Financial Regulations and Financial Risk Assessment (FRR) – section 30 of the FRR to remove ‘the Clerk’ as she is currently undertaking the role.  I councillor requested that the Standing Orders include that Working Party Meetings should take notes and send them to councillors prior to full council meetings which will be discussed at the August meeting.
· To transfer £6,000 for the Election budget £5,000 to Community Projects and £1,000 for new seating.

· To consider financial support for the Community Buildings due to loss of income due to the corona virus pandemic.  Each request for funding will be looked at on an individual basis.
· To agree the application form for a Community Building Grant

· Question was raised as to the production and distribution of the September edition of the Village Voice as no events were currently taking place due to the closure of the buildings etc.  It was stated that production would go ahead and that extra non vulnerable volunteers may deliver the magazine.
20/14
Village/Cemetery/War Memorial
a) It had been suggested that a gazebo type shelter be installed in the cemetery and it was agreed that, where possible, Councillors visit site and look for the type and siting of a possible shelter in the future.  Concern was raised that ‘people’ may congregate in the shelter and cause damage however the project was referred to the cemetery working party for further investigation.
b) Discussion took place regarding installing a single tablet over 2 cremated remains plots in the cemetery.  It was agreed that this could take place however the concrete base would have to be over both plots.

c) The hinge on the gate post for the cemetery gates had cracked in 2 places.  It was stated that the material was cast iron and would require a specialist mend. As there were 2 visible cracks it was agreed that welding might not be the best option to take and to carry out a more secure repair.  The Clerk was given delegated powers to spend up to £500.00 for the repair in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair.
20/15
Planning
· WP/20/00295/FUL Proposal: Phase 1 of the proposed development is the construction of a floating landing stage and canoe portage capable of accommodating waterbourne traffic to Chester House Farm. A temporary construction of a site compound and launch site 2 miles downstream from which all materials, plant and personnel will access the construction site. Phase 2 proposes construction of a permanent footpath to the site on the River Nene from Chester House Farm for use by visitors accessing the site by boat/canoe. Access during construction of Phase 2 will be from the A45. A site compound will be located in the car park of Chester House Farm for the duration of Phase 2. Location: Chester House No 1, Higham Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, NN29 7EZ – as further information is required by Historic England and Highways England the council would comment once those reports had been received.
· WP/20/00316/FUL Proposal: Demolition of the existing rear single storey sections, build a rear part two storey part ground floor extension, replacement of the old wooden windows, Internal re-works, overall renovation and the addition of two parking spaces to the rear of the property - re-submission Location: 124 Station Road, Irchester, - No comments
· WP20/00330/FUL Single storey side extension for disabled use – 58 Wantage Rd. – No comments
20/16
Highways

a) Discussion took place regarding replacing the bus shelter along Gipsy Lane with an Eaton wooden shelter to match the others in the village.  Resolved that the council replace the bus shelter however it was agreed to add this item to the August Agenda to discuss when the shelter should be replaced.
b) Discussion took place regarding replacing the seat near to Knuston Bridge at a cost of £459.40 for the Dark Brown Phoenix seat plus fitting.  Resolved to replace the seat
c) Discussion had taken place regarding installing bollards and yellow lines near to the Farndish Road junction.  It was agreed not to proceed with requesting the changes.
d) Discussion took place regarding the tree trimming for Farndish and Wollaston Roads.  Street Doctor had been notified that the tree canopies needed to be lifted and the epicormics growth removed from the base of the trees as this was causing health and safety problems with walkers and traffic.  No further details had been received.




Action TM
Vice Chair took the Chair as the Chair lost connection.

e) Discussion took place regarding replacing the plastic bollards with wooden ones along A509 London Road.  As this was the responsibility council decided not to proceed.
Chair returned to the meeting
20/17
Correspondence
a) A request had been received asking if the football could reinstate training on the recreation ground as stated by the Football Association guidelines.  It was agreed not to approve their request at this moment in time but for the Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair to review the situation as government guidelines change.
b) Information had been received regarding the Post Office which stated that the PO Counters Ltd were in contact with the Postmaster and opening would resume as soon as possible. 
c) Funding request had been received from Magpas Air Ambulance however the council declined giving a grant.
d) It was stated that one of the properties adjoining the cemetery was to have maintenance work carried out from the grounds and the pc would be consulted so as not to interrupt any cemetery activity.
.Meeting closed at 20.59 pm






Chair
Please not that these minutes remain as drafts until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting.
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