
IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th February 2015 at Village Hall, School Road Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith 

T Maguire

D May

D Scholl


R Elliott

J Gibson

K Clements

Miss L Brown
C Painter
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 7 members of the public present 
The council thanked the Cemetery Maintenance Officer for his work with the council over the past 21 years and presented him with a retirement gift.

Apologies - Resolved to receive and accept apologies from Cllr I French, John Dunkley, M May, A May and S Homer NCC – late apologies were received from I Nunney
14/95
DPI's

None Declared

14/96
Minutes

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 2015 were agreed as a true record. 

14/97
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

Police – Irchester – Police PCSO Mike Bowes attended the meeting
Violence - Affray – Wollaston Road, Dispute between two males. - Assault – Farndish Way, Domestic Related x 2 (Work ongoing with partner agencies) - Assault – Wollaston Road, Domestic Related
Criminal Damage - Roman Way – Damage to property – known offender
Criminal Damage to Vehicle - Redwood close – Known offender, arrested. - Station Road x 4 – Cars Keyed
Parsons Road – Car Keyed

Theft from Motor Vehicle - Grange Close  - Tools Stolen - Roman Way – Tools Stolen - Warren Close – Tools and SatNav Stolen
Interfering with a Motor Vehicle - Wantage Road – Cover moved, nothing taken or damaged.
Wantage Road – Vehicle Insecure, glove box searched, nothing taken.

Attempt Burg Non Dwelling -Wollaston Road – Shed Break – Suspect Arrested -Station Road – Garage Break – Entry not gained.
Burglary Non Dwelling - Station Road – Entry to workstop gained, tools stolen 
Burglary -Wantage Road – Car stolen and recovered, 2 Suspects arrested, ongoing forensic work.
Wantage Road – Linked to above - Bradshaw Way – No lines of enquiry.

Theft  - Co-op Shoplifting x 2
Little Irchester - Theft by employee - Claudius Way – Suspect due to be interviewed
Knuston - Burglary Non Dwelling - Manton Spinney – Shed Break – Nothing Taken
2 successful arrests regarding offences within the village have been made.  Several operation are currently ongoing.
Public –
The pc were thanked for clearing the drains and arranging the road sweeper to clear Station Road of the loose straw.
Question was asked re the number of pupils attending the Irchester school as at a recent planning meeting it was stated that the new classrooms, once built, would cater for 420 pupils. It was understood that the new build would be in place of smaller and temporary rooms.
Highway roadworks in Gypsy Lane, it was stated that the signage is being left up when workmen have left site.  Of peak traffic lights should be cancelled and signs laid down unless the highway has a safety issue.
Roundabout A509 the manhole has dropped and needs repairing.
Chair thanked the public and police for their comments.

14/98
Actions/Matters from previous minutes

	Agenda
	Task
	By
	Completed/comments

	90/101/13
	Quotes re land registry
	Clerk
	Ongoing

	14/86
	Recreation ground repairs 
	Clerk
	Ordered

	
	Light alleyway – positioning
	PA/TM
	

	
	Letter John Spencer NCC re B569 surface
	Clerk
	Sent

	
	Letter re CIL Wollaston to Irchester footpath/buses
	Clerk
	Sent

	
	Speedwatch programme
	Cllrs
	To investigate

	
	NCC TL5 permanent closure objection
	Clerk
	Sent

	14/88
	Lt Irchester parking – NCC
	Clerk
	Enquiry

	14/89
	Developer letter 
	Clerk
	Sent

	14/91
	Cemetery Maintenance – repairs
	PA/TM
	Names relative 

	
	Letter re complaint
	Clerk
	sent

	
	Review cremated remain row before new section
	Cem Grp
	


· Response received from NCC regarding footpath and bus from Irchester to Wollaston circulated to councillors
14/99
Financial Matters
a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments £9,079.17 for February 2015 be approved

25/02/2015 HMRC 300258 172.60 Tax and NI Feb 

25/02/2015 Mowerman 300259 1,422.00 Village Maintenance 

25/02/2015 PDBF Glebe a/c 300260 342.00 Allotment Rent 

25/02/2015 Armstrong Rigg 300261 1,957.50 NHP consultant 

25/02/2015 Anglian Water 300262 25.72 Cemetery water 

25/02/2015 SLCC 300263 199.00 Membership 

25/02/2015 Playground Supplies 300264 1,867.32 Wet pore rec swings 

25/02/2015 Amazon 300265 105.01 Retirement gift 

25/02/2015 JP Carr 300266 1,069.00 NHP venue, stationery, travel 

25/02/2015 N Daft BACS0201 300.00 NHP administration 

25/02/2015 R Annies BACS0202 470.00 Salary Feb 

25/02/2015 N Daft BACS0203 1,079.52 Salary Feb and expenses 

25/02/2015 M Wright BACS0204 69.50 Salary & Exp Feb
b)
The bank statement of £99,810.86 was noted as being available after current payments made.

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and L Brown authorise the bacs payments for February.  

d)
RESOLVED to accept the NCC Patrol Crossing costs of £3,900.00 and to receive a donation from the school of £750.00 towards the cost.  NCC S Homer had agreed to support the project up to £1000.00
14/100
Recreation Grounds

a) Inspection report had been received.  The repair to the wet pore in the swings section had been repaired.
b) HAGS had visited the skate park site and would repair the copings asap. To be monitored.
c) A further quotation had been received for post and rail fencing at the skate park.  Discussion took place regarding the option of a metal fence as this would be less to maintain in the future.  It was RESOLVED to accept the quote for the wooden fence all the way around the park at a cost of £3,275.00 plus adding wire at the bottom.
d) It was suggested that grass matting be installed near to the entrance of the skate park which would reduce the amount of mud on the park it was agreed to defer this till later in the year.  RESOLVED to reseed the skate area and slope for £485.00
e) Discussion took place regarding the replacing of the damaged exercise equipment number 7 which had been removed from the Recreation Ground.  It was agreed to check the warranty of the equipment and write a letter to the supplier.
14/101
Highways – 

a) The Highway Warden report was noted. 
b) The winter maintenance programme had proved to be successful with the Clerk being notified of NCC gritting schedules and informing the contractor and Chair/Vice Chair.
c) Discussion took place regarding the upgrading of the lights in the alleyway at Ash Close and St. Katherine’s Way however a quotation had been asked for but not received.  It was stated that the light in St Katherine’s way was on in the daytime.  This had been reported several times to the contractor, Clerk to keep chasing.
d) The Collision Analysis Investigator had visited the B569 accident spot with an engineer with a view to installing Advisory Speed Limit signs.  The retexturing of the road surface had not yet been agreed.

e) Traffic Order TL5 had been received which would make permanent the prohibition of pedestrians along this route.  It was noted that the Traffic Regulation Order could be revoked if the damaged footbridges were repaired. RESOLVED to write to highways objecting to the proposal requesting that the bridges be mended.
f) Speedwatch programme deferred to next meeting
14/102
Little Irchester/Knuston

a) The Highway Warden report was the same as last month as no further issues had arisen.  A meeting had been held with highways regarding the problems with parking. A bollard on the corner of Milton Road needed to be replaced by NCC.
14/103
Planning - The following had been received:

a) Neighbourhood Plan update had been circulated to councillors
14/104
Consultations
a) A meeting had been held to discuss the responses to consultations for NNJPU, Wellingborough Plan, S106 projects and Open Space Audit.  Quotes were being collated for the S106 projects and would be sent to the relevant authorities.
14/105
Cemetery
a) The cemetery advisory group had not met to look at the query regarding the cremated remains row.  A meeting to be scheduled with the group and Registrar in the near future.
14/106
Correspondence

a) Emergency Temporary Road Closure for Newtown Road had been received which had been circulated to councillors.

b) A complaint had been received regarding the trees in Station Road requesting that the branches be cut back as once in bloom it was felt that they would interfere with the overhead cables.  NCC had been contacted but stated that tree work would only be carried out for Health and Safety reasons and that the utility companies would need contacting.  The resident was not happy about this as they had stated that a fee would need to be paid and wanted to know if the pc could help.

c) Several complaints had been received regarding mud being left on the footpath after the Saturday football and it was suggested that the pc purchase boot scrapers at a cost of £200.00 each. The football organisers had contacted parents regarding this issue and they would be contacted again.
d) An offer had been made for the old pc mower and hedge cutter of £100.00 which was accepted by council.
e) A letter had been received regarding parking along School Road/Hill issues.  The police had been made aware of the problem.

14/107
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the remaining item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

Staffing
a) Due to the increase demand of legislation updates and basic duties it was agreed to review the Clerks hours of work. RESOLVED to increase the Clerks hours by 4 hours per week.
Meeting closed at 9.15 pm








Chair
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