



IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 31st October 2018 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



K Watts – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


JP Carr

P Smith 

Mr D May
C Elliott


R Elliott



P Armstrong
M May


T Maguire
D Shroll
L Ellis Day


J Gibson
J Dunkley

A May

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 4 members of the public present 
Apologies -   NCC Cllr M Griffiths Council accepted the apologies. 
Absent Councillors: None
18/62
Public participation
Station Road bus stop planters had been tipped over and request was made to secure them.

Request was made that the tree on the green in Arkwright Road be trimmed around the street light.
Police Report and NCC Update

Police Report – a verbal report was given by Cllr Smith stating that there had been 5 vehicle crimes and 2 burglaries during October.  It was suggested that the crime awareness information, particularly the theft of tools from vehicles, be included in the Village Voice and Cllr Maguire suggested this information be delivered to the village businesses.

It was requested that a letter be sent to the police asking for more presence in the village.

NCC Update - Cllr Griffiths gave a verbal report to the Clerk stating that there had been progress with the libraries and hopefully more will be able to stay open.  Hardwater Bridge to be repair before Christmas, Trees in Arkwright Road were the responsibility of the landowner.  He also stated that he would be happy to attend the pc meeting in January 2019 to discuss the progress with the Unitary Councils
18/63
DPI's

DPI’s – JP Carr 18/73 being a School Governor – 18/72 A & D May Village Voice
18/64
Minutes
The minutes from 26th September 2018 were agreed as a true record

18/65
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Planning responses - completed

· Details regarding play equipment repair to springers – await comments from annual inspection

· Letter sent accepting resident request for cemetery edging

· Street Doctor issues reported

· Players invitation details of acceptance sent – The players were thanked for their invite which proved to be an enjoyable experience.
· NCALC AGM - To receive questions from the NCALC AGM attendees regarding the brief notes sent via Councillor R Elliot.  – no questions received
18/66
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £6828.55 for October 2018 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  Statement of accounts £138,355.05
c) RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for October
 Action JPC/LB – It was stated that additional bacs authorisation councillors were required and PS and KW offered to do this in future.
18/67
Recreation Grounds
a) Report received – A quotation for the sleeves for the springers had been received however the annual inspection was due shortly and it was advised by the Clerk to wait until the inspection in case other problems were raised.  New bolts had been fitted on the shelter.  Some graffiti and some vandalism had been noticed in the play areas and the notice board at Knuston had been damaged beyond repair.  The bus shelter outside the recreation ground had a damaged window again.  It was suggested to insert a wooden panel in the window however due to health and safety it was decided to replace the Perspex once again.
18/68
Highways – 
a) Items for the next agenda – it was stated that graffiti had been found on the bus stop sign, GPO box in the High Street and some street signs.  Query was raised if the pc could clean them.  As the signs belonged to highways and the bus company and the box to GPO then permission would be needed from them.  Council were also informed that the seat near to the bridge in Station Road had been damaged by the contractors and needed to be repaired.
The lengths man is weed spray along the shop fronts, High Street and to the library when equipment is replaced.

Action Clerk
b) Licence information had been received from NCC regarding the grit bins.  RESOLVED to accept the conditions.  It was agreed to use Mowerman services to fill the 2 bins for £54.00.
Action Clerk
c) Information had been received from a resident regarding antisocial behaviour in Arkwright Road.   The lengths man had previously been informed and had monitored the area but no excess litter, glass or empty alcohol containers had been found.  The resident was also informed by the Clerk to report any asb to the police.
d) Discussion took place regarding the base trimming of the trees in Farndish and Station Road.  It was stated that this had been reported to St Dr who are awaiting the cables being lifted.  The Clerk was requested to obtain quotations to have all the 119 trees in the parish growth cut from the base up to 10 feet.









Action Clerk
e) Discussion took place regarding the light in the alleyway from School Road as a letter had been received by a resident.  It was agreed that the Clerk look into obtaining a quotation for a solar light to be fitted to the existing lantern.  It was decided that, if the quotation was under £1000.00, the Clerk was given delegated powers to order the new light.



Action Clerk
18/69
Little Irchester/Knuston
The vegetation from the bushes overhanging the footpath had been reported to Street Doctor

18/70
Planning

· WP/18/00626/FUL Proposal: Replacement of rear roof to the ground floor extension including a roof lantern. Location: 4 Gipsy Lane, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7DL – no comment
· WP/18/00616/FUL Proposal: Change of use from training office (D1) to hair & beauty salon (A1) Location: 23 School Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7AW – no comment
· WP/18/00618/FUL Proposal: Alterations to existing infill extension between the house and the existing garage to form porch and hall. Demolition of rear corridor. Proposed new rear extension to create a wc and utility room. Loft conversion to include dormer window to front elevation. Repositioning of window in side elevation. Location: 30 Bradshaw Way, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7DP – no comment
· WP/18/00654/FUL Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory to rear of property and construction of new single storey, flat roofed, rear extension and shed. Existing flat roof to porch to be replaced by a new pitched roof Location: 146 Arkwright Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7HG – no comment
18/71
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) It was agreed that an explanation written by Cllr M May be placed in the December Village Voice regarding the issues in the cemetery over the past twelve months that had been commented on in social media.  Query had been raised regarding the content of the explanation as, according to the agreed minutes, it was suggested that the details only included the memorabilia,  Cllr Elliot requested that it be recorded that the minutes are not full details of discussion therefore would not expect that something could not be done if not in the minutes.
b) A rota was requested at the last meeting but no councillor agreed to it.  Chair stated that he was prepared to visit the cemetery with another in order to remove the memorabilia as per the cemetery rules and regulations and that a weekly rota of 2 councillors be set up.  Volunteers to be included in the rota were PA/JPC/AM/DS/RE/DM/LED/TM/CE/KW – It was stated that as Cllr Day could only visit at weekends then she would take a neighbour with her.  Rota to be set up by the Clerk
18/72
Community/Consultation Events
a) Councillors were informed of the events scheduled in order to commemorate WW1 and request was made for help with handing out the Order of Services on Remembrance Day.  It was stated that the poetry evening was well received, that the magic lantern would take place on 1st November and the bench would be unveiled on 7th November.  The Chair thanked JPC and the organisers for arranging the events.
b) A meeting had taken place with the PC and NCC regarding the library situation.  Information was relayed from both parties regarding the library and NCC were to have a meeting on 31st October in order to discuss the way forward.  A proposal had been suggested to include £12k within the next precept to cover library costs however it was felt that the PC should wait until the outcome of the NCC meeting had been received, a working party should be set up and a consultant instructed to write a business plan.  It was agreed to allocate £5,000 from reserves for the Business Plan.  The working group members being JPC/PA/LED/RE/TM/KW
c) Discussion took place regarding setting up a working party of non-committee members or associated members in order to write terms of reference and a policy for the Village Voice Magazine.  It was agreed that the working party members were JPC/RE/CE/TM/KW.
d) Discussion took place regarding finding another person in June 2019 to maintain the adverts for the Village Voice. Cllr May stated that he had been looking after the adverts since 2006 and kept paper schedules of entries and accounts.  An advert for a replacement to be placed in the December and March 2019 Village Voice.  The Chair thanked Cllr Mau for his contribution to the Village Voice.
18/73
Correspondence
JPC Left the meeting
· Information had been received from Irchester and Wollaston Schools regarding the setting up of an Academy.  It was agreed to ask the following questions:
1 - Where will the MAT be funded from or will they be self-funding?

2 - What will the selection criteria be? for example with the children of Irchester have first refusal when attending school.

3 - Why are there only 3 schools joining the MAT

4- The parish council would also like reassurance that new governors will be recruited on the same basis as currently.

JPC returned to the meeting

18/74 Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

Two items were requested to be added Exclusive to Public and Press with no details given in order for Councillors to debate or make informed decisions.  As items for discussion were not specified in the summons then an exchange of information take place.

a) Letter from resident regarding the cemetery - After discussion Councillor felt that further information could be supplier to the resident in order to resolve the issue.
b) The Role of the Clerk – After discussion is was agreed to set up a staffing group to deal with employment consisting of JPC/PA/LED/TM/KW
There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.50pm



Chair
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