IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Virtual Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th November 2020 via Zoom at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith 
D May

JP Carr


A May

L Brown

R Elliott
A Drage
D Shroll

V Wilkinson

T Maguire
M May
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were no members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr J Dunkley, K Watts & Lesley Ellis Day
20/51
Public participation/Police Report/NCC Update
No members of the public present.  No reports received.  Concern was raised that the village no longer seems to have a dedicated PCSO.
20/52
Declaration of Interest

DOI – other interest Cllr Drage planning application WP/20/000692/FULbeing a neighbour
20/53
Minutes
The minutes from 28th October 2020 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair asap
20/54
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £30,811.43 for November 2020 be approved 
[image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement £197,286.48 details sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs JP Carr & P Armstrong to authorise the bacs payments for November 2020
d) Discussions took place regarding the budget for 2021/22 and it was RESOLVED to set the precept for 2021/22 at £100268.00 which is an increase of 2%.  When voting took place there was 10 for, 1 against and 1 abstention.
20/55
Village/Cemetery/War Memorial
· There had been 2 interments and 2 ashes throughout November with several plots again being pre purchased. A wooden fence had been installed on one plot however the registered owner had not informed the pc of change of address so a notice was placed on the plot asking for it to be removed.
20/56
Planning
WP/20/000692/FUL – Retrospective replacement of boundary fence – 26 Bradshaw Way – 
Irchester Parish Council view on this is they do not have any objection to the replacement of the boundary fence alongside the garden.

 

However, they do object to the extension of the boundary fence beyond the garden area that has now resulted in the loss of  access to the driveway, hardstanding off road parking and garage to the house. This access has been replaced by a fence and just a garden gate.

 

This has resulted in additional cars being parked on the highways and therefore providing issues for other nearby homeowners to access their driveways and to road users in general.

 

The Parish Council are also puzzled by NCC Highways response to this application as they seem to think that the driveway access is still in place.

 

The Parish Council feel that this planning applciation goes against Policy 8 of the Joint Core Strategy – No.8b – Making safe and pleasant streets by: Ensuring a satisfactory means of access and provision for parking, servicing and manoeuvring in accordance with adopted standards.

 

However, we believe that the homeowner is looking to provide additional parking elsewhere in the property which may resolve the issue.

 

They ask that planning councillors view the property on their independent site visits they are undertaking individually, due to Covid, to better understand the issues.

· WP/20/000641/VAR – Variation of condition 2 to replace drawings to reduce the overall development – 4 Gipsy Lane – No comments
20/57
Highways
a) Discussion took place regarding the flowerbeds along Wollaston Road.  It was agreed to seek quotations to have the areas gravelled and planters added.
20/58
Play Areas

a) The basketball court tarmac surfacing had been completed. There were loose posts on Wollaston Road that needed securing.
b) The annual inspection of the play areas had been booked
20/59
Community Information

a) Discussion took place regarding the Remembrance Day Service.  The Chair thanked Cllrs Maguire and Carr for organising the wreaths and virtual service due to the Covid restrictions.  It was stated that over 1100 views had taken place, some of which were from abroad, and 20 wreaths had been placed on the memorial. RESOLVED to donate £50.00 to each of the village churches and to the Royal British Legion. (Cllrs M May and R Elliott declared an other interest when donations were discussed)
20/60
Correspondence
· Correspondence had been received from the Village Hall Committee and the Chair of the Sports Association thanking the parish council for their contribution of a community grant.
· Request had been received asking for the pc to consider a Christmas tree or Christmas lights however it was stated that there were several issues regarding positioning, electric and insurances that prevented this.  It was hoped that the chapel would install a tree as they have done in the past.
20/61
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
a) Library – NCC had sent through several documents relating to the opening of the building and SLA even though the take over and opening date had not yet been confirmed. The Management Group had received several responses to queries and were still awaiting a few answers from NCC. The NCC co-ordinators to arrange training for volunteers hopefully via zoom in December and face to face in January 2021.  The decorating of the water damaged wall has been completed. The Management Group are looking at insurances, risk assessments and budget figures regarding the initial request for start up funding details of which had been sent to councillors.  Discussion took place regarding the request for funding and it was announced that the Gala Committee had donated £500.00 to the library which would be given to the pc for the group to purchase ppe and cleaning products.  It was RESOLVED that the Management Group be allocated the sum of £1500 for the first quarter.  This would be granted to them in stages once exact figures had been received for annual payments and monthly bills.
.Meeting closed at 21.04 pm






Chair
Please not that these minutes remain as drafts until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting
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