



IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 27th June 2018 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



K Watts– In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


JP Carr

P Smith 

Mr D May
C Elliott


R Elliott



Mrs A May
D Shroll


Mrs L Ellis-Day
P Armstrong

T Maguire

Cllr Armstrong requested that a minutes silence take place for the late K Simms who had previously been a councillor for approximately 10 years.

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 5 members of the public present including M Griffiths from NCC 
Apologies  -   Cllr Shroll gave apologies for Cllr J Dunkley as he was ill  & Cllr A May gave apologies for Cllr M May who was also ill.  Council accepted the apologies.
Absent Councillors : Cllr J Gibson – no apologies received
18/20
DPI's

DPI’s were received from Cllrs A & D May with reference to Parsons Hall being a Trustee and Committee Member
DPI was received from JP Carr being an employee of the Library Service.  Cllr Carr requested to make a statement regarding the library before leaving the meeting which was accepted by the Chair.
18/21
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
NCC Report – Cllr Griffiths stated that the Commissioners had met with around 400 staff members at Angel Square and that work was progressing with the new cabinet especially with regards to the financial challenges as the debt would appear to be over one billion pounds.  Recommendations would be made during the next few weeks on the way forward.  Libraries – of the 21 libraries threatened with closure only 4 had not submitted the stage 2 information.  The judicial review is to take place in July and once the result had been given it is hoped that the independent libraries groups will have more preparation time for the takeover. Concern had been raised regarding the closure of the bridge at Hardwater and a site viewing had been planned.  Consultations regarding the Unitary formation was taking place and parishes had been invited to an information session.
The Chair stated that Kettering Borough Council had stated that they would help Rothwell and Desborough with the purchasing of their libraries and asked Cllr Griffiths if BCW would help Irchester with funding for theirs.  Cllr Griffiths responded that he attended the parish council as a NCC representative however he confirmed that the Clerks letter had been received and a response was in progress.    

Police – there was no police attendance or report.  The Chair asked for a volunteer to collate the information regarding the crime statistics which could be found on the police.co.uk website.  Cllr Smith volunteered to produce the stats for future meetings.

Public – It was stated that a seat in Station Road had been damaged.  The pc were aware and work was in progress.
Report was made that there was grit on the pavement in Arkwright Road which the Chair stated would be reported to Street Doctor






Action KW

Concern was raised regarding the lime trees in the village as branches were hanging down below head height.  This had been reported to Street Doctor but no response had been received from them.  It was agreed that the council lengthsman could trim back those branches which were causing a problem
Cllr Carr read out an article regarding events in the village from 57 years ago stating that the issues which arose then are still the same today
18/22
Minutes
The minutes from 23rd May 2018 were agreed as a true record with one amendment being Youth Centre Trust Management Committee rather than Parsons Hall Trust
18/23
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Wet pore repair - ordered

· Light repairs  - ordered

· Bus shelter – work instructed

· Working Men’s Club verbal response – Chair stated that he had been to the club and after discussion with the steward advisee the committee to write to the pc regarding the light.
· Email to Parsons Hall Trust - sent

· Letter to NCC Commissioners – sent

· Email to Sports Club – sent

· Letter re kerb stones in cemetery - sent

· Remembrance Day Insurance cover - confirmed

· GDPR SLA to NCALC – sent

· GDPR policies on website

· Birchwood costs - received

· Hilton Hall – in progress

· Financial Risk Assessment - amended

· Library Stage 2 – in progress

· Listed Building Planning Application - in progress

18/24
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £13,033.59 for June 2018 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
b)
The bank statement as of June 2018 £162,620.86 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for June
     Action JPC/LB
d)
Standing Order Amendments – RESOLVED to agree the amendments.
18/25
Recreation Grounds
a) Report received – stating that a bolt had been broken on one of the swings and that the vegetation needed to be cut back as it was growing through the railings.
b) It had transpired that a tree had been cut down in the recreation ground – it was agreed that a letter should be written to the residents backing onto the ground stating that it was a criminal offence to damage the landowners property.  Letters to be delivered by TM


Action Clerk/TM
c) It had transpired that a resident had installed gate in order to gain access to the recreation ground.  It was agreed to write to the residents backing on to the ground stating that permission is not granted for back garden access onto the park area.  Letters to be delivered by TM
Action Clerk/TM
d) RESOLVED to purchase a wet pore repair kit in order to patch the smaller holes in the play areas
e) A quote had been received for the resurfacing of the basket ball area however it was agreed that due to the cost the area would continue to be monitored.
18/26
Highways – 
a) Report – Nothing to report
b) The Ramblers Association requested the pc understanding regarding the bridge closure near to Chester Farm.  It was stated that the local name was Black Bridge and that there was no allocation of monies for the repair of the bridge from the Heritage Lottery.  The bridge had been damaged twice hence the closure as it was deemed unsafe for users.  The majority of the cost of repair would be due to the location however alternative locations have been looked at in order to link the footpaths.   In the NNJCS the river is included as a major project in order to link several areas.  It was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Carr respond to the association.


Action Clerk/JP
18/27
Little Irchester/Knuston
It was noted that vegetation had covered the 30mph sign on London Road and request was made for it to be cut back






Action Clerk
Concern was raised regarding the speed along London Road and it was asked if NCC would allow the speed camera to be installed along it.  As is was an A road and all the lamp posts were the property of NCC the question would be raised again with them

Action Clerk
18/28
Planning

WP/18/00375/FUL – Demolition of sun lounge and part kitchen, and create loft conversion and single storey side extension – 81 Gipsy Lane – no comments other than it would change the demographics of the properties.  The Chair asked that Councillors acknowledge to the Clerk that they have received information for action by the working parties.


Action All Councillors
18/29
Neighbourhood Plan

Referendum to take place on 12th July 2018.  Councillors stated that they had received comments from residents who did not understand the NHP and didn’t know where to find out information.  Cllr Carr stated that the information had been placed in every issue of the Village Voice for the past 3 years, notices were on the notice board for BCW links to the plan, it was also on the NHP website and further posters were being displayed.  Councillors asked if a leaflet could be printed so that this information could be delivered to all households where they would help to deliver them.  It was stated that the wording would need to be approved by the regulations team at BCW as the pc were not allowed to influence voters.




Action JPC/All Councillors




18/30
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) There had been 1 interment during June, 2 ashes and 3 headstone request and 1 headstone installed.  The birch tree in the entrance needed to be removed as it was no longer thriving.  A quote for £300 has been received and it was RESOLVED to have the tree removed
Action Clerk
b) Edgings – a letter had been sent to one lessee and a notice added to the other grave.  No acknowledgements had been received.  It was agreed to remove the wire surround edging and monitor the stone edging until the August meeting


Action August Agenda
c) Memorabilia - glass pots and vases, flowers left to decay or had started to encroach outside of the allocated plot area.  It was agreed that a notice be placed in the Village Voice and added to the cemetery notice board and gates to inform visitors that excessive memorabilia, glass and decaying flowers will be removed during October 2018. It was not decided who should remove the items or how they would be disposed of.





Action Clerk/Agenda
d) Proposals from the Cemetery meeting held on 17th May 2018
1)The Parish Council to reinstate, where possible, the headstones for the untraceable lessees graves from the Autumn 2017 Memorial Testing.
Discussion took place regarding the above proposal and it was stated that there were 10 headstones where it was felt that the next of kin were untraceable.  Quotations had been received from NAMN registered fixers.  It was requested and agreed that the vote be recorded

Cllr JP Carr

Abstain

Cllr L Brown

Against

Cllr D Shroll

Agree

Cllr P Armstrong
Against

Cllr P Smith

Agree

Cllr R Elliott

Agree


Cllr A May

Agree

Cllr C Elliott

Agree


Cllr T Maguire

Agree

Cllr L Ellis-Day

Against

Cllr D May

Agree

Cllr K Watts

Agree

RESOLVED that the parish council pay to have to 10 headstones where the next of kin could not be traced reinstated.


2) The Parish Council will consider individual requests for help and support for headstones laid down during the Autumn 2017 Memorial Testing.- Amendment to replace the word consider with accept

A report had been produced by the Clerk outlining the responsibilities of the parish council to employees, contractors and visitors when entering the Irchester cemetery owned by the parish council.  The report stated that the headstones were permitted by the parish council as the burial authority and landowner however the maintenance and upkeep of the headstones were the ownership of the lessees and therefore their responsibility to ensure they were kept safe.  The parish council have a duty to inspect the headstones for safety purposes so a Memorial Testing policy was agreed by the full council where headstones were found to be unsafe and needed to be repaired by the owners.  The above information was pointed out to all councillors present.
It was stated that some councillors had been involved with the complaints and personally knew residents therefore councillors should decide if they have any personal interests regarding transparency and that individuals should not be discussed.

After discussion a further proposal was made being ‘The Parish Council will accept individual requests for help and support, until 31st March 2019, for any headstone laid down during the Autumn Memorial Headstone Testing of 2017 up to a financial contribution of £144.00’  

It was requested and agreed that the vote for the above amended proposal be recorded

Cllr JP Carr

Abstain

Cllr L Brown

Abstain

Cllr D Shroll

Abstain

Cllr P Armstrong
Against

Cllr P Smith

Agree

Cllr R Elliott

Agree


Cllr A May

Agree

Cllr C Elliott

Agree


Cllr T Maguire

Agree

Cllr L Ellis-Day

Against

Cllr D May

Agree

Cllr K Watts

Agree

RESOLVED that the parish council will make a financial contribution towards the repair of the headstones, up to the value of £144.00 upon request from the lessees.  The Clerk to notify lessees, where possible, of this decision. It was noted that councillors had not agreed a criteria for help and support nor stipulated that the contribution was payable subject to confirmation that the headstones would be, or had been, repaired to the required British Standard


Action Clerk

3) The Parish Council will undertake to review its Policies on its Cemetery.
It was agreed that the Cemetery Working Party would meet to make recommendations for amendments






Action Cemetery Working Party
e) To discuss the recommendations and costs from the April Cemetery Report written by the Clerk and to decide on the following

a. Fencing for the baby section

b. Clearing and replanting of the baby section

c. Removal of the large conifer trees and bushes

d. Gravel area for the top tree

e. Gravel area for the cremated remains plots

f. Levelling of the non-maintained grave spaces

g. Filling of the uneven ground areas
After discussion it was agreed to defer the above until August

Action August Agenda
18/31
Community/Consultation Events
a) Councillors were informed of the events scheduled in order to commemorate WW1.  Reports sent previous to the meeting.  Those attending the meetings were thanked for their input and support.  RESOLVED that the budget request for £2900 to commemorate WW1 be approved.
b) BCW consultation response to the modifications to the Local Plan – it was stated that the examiners corrections and recommendations would not affect the parish.  No comment to be made
c) "The parish council will contribute to the consultation on the restructure of local government in the county from June 13-july 24. If necessary by calling a special meeting. (RE) The parish council considers that any restructuring should:

a. Recognise the contribution of parish councils to local government in the county

b. Consider enhancing their role and powers

c. Ensure the local voice is heard by the new authorities 

d. Ensure that the needs and concerns of the vulnerable are heard and acted upon . Thinking especially of the old, disabled and less well off families"

The above comments were agreed to be sent regarding the consultation 

Action Clerk
18/32
Correspondence

a) Request was made for the pc to deal with the footway Warren Close to Arkwright Road – SO suspended – lengthsman stated that the rubble had been cleared and also the footway was not a public right of way being the responsibility of the adjoining homeowners who’s access it was–– SO resumed
b) Request regarding the yellow line extensions for Arkwright Road. Several residents require the yellow lines extending and have been in contact with NCC who have informed them that they need residents and the pc support to be able to do this.  As yet not request has been made to the pc to support this.
18/33
Exclusive to Public and Press
RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

18/34
Community Assets
Hilton Hall – It was stated that an offer had been made on the building

Cllr Carr made comment stating that the pc solicitor had suggested that a barrister become involved regarding the ownership of the library building.  He also stated that he believed the Friends of the library had been left monies in order to pay for legal costs to fight any potential closure of the library Cllr Carr then left the room.

Library – It was stated that a response had been received from NCC through the MP stating that they would not re gift the building back to the pc.  Two meetings had taken place regarding the Stage 2 for an Independent library and the application plus associated papers were sent to NCC and acknowledged.
It was agreed that the meeting continue after the agreed 3 hour rule.

Cllr A May and D May left the meeting

Parsons Hall – A request had been received regarding the sub letting of an area within Parsons Hall.  It was stated that the original lease agreement with the Parish Council did not allow for this and to continue would put them in breach of their lease. Further information had been received which had highlighted other potential breaches and concerns, A Private and Confidential report was given to councillors stating that the information should not be shared, shown or discussed with anyone outside of the meeting without the authors permission. To do so would breach the GDPR rules and regulations.  It was agreed to set up a meeting with the Youth Centre Trustees and representatives of the parish council.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.30pm



Chair
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