IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th June 2017 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
Pam Armstrong

Councillors

Jean Gibson
K Watts

 D May

P Smith

C Elliott

R Elliott

JP Carr

A May

L Ellis Day
T Maguire 
M May  

D Shroll

L Brown


The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 10 members of the public present 
Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from:  -  Cllr J Dunkley & NCC Councillor M Griffiths
One minutes silence was held for the late Jean Mann.
17/20
DPI's – None declared
17/21
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Police Stats – sent to councillors for April from the Police website.
Public – Concern was raised that a NHW sign had been removed and the Co-ordinator had not been advised.  Query was asked if the NHW had a licence to erect signs of which it was confirmed that the Chair organised it.   
Concern was raised regarding parked cars blocking the footpath along Station Road and a request for yellow lines be installed.  This would be reported to the police for their attention.

Request to trim the trees neat to the zebra crossing.

Regarding the proposed opening of the old quarry residents suggested visiting the M George site at Pipewell as they stated it was poorly managed.

Suggestion was made that councillors notify the Clerk 2 weeks before the scheduled meeting of any agenda items needing to be added.

17/22
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 24th May and 22nd June 2017 were agreed as true records.  
17/23
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Letter to Northants Highways – meeting held within the village with Highways
· Letter re Section 50 licence – request sent
· DPI’s sent to councillors – it was stated that any changes councillors need to notify the Clerk
· Finance Training – completed.  It was agreed to notify councillors of general reserves every six months.
· VAS figures – sent to councillors.  
17/24
Financial Matters
[image: image1.emf]
a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £13,823.00 for June 2017 be approved.  
b)
The bank statements £132,033.87 for June 2017 were noted.
c)
RESOLVED that Cllr L Brown and P Armstrong authorise the bacs payments for June
d)
Budget figures were given to Councillors.  As there had been increased expenditure for the TR22 lighting report and repairs it was RESOLVED to increase the Street lighting budget to £7500.00
17/25
Recreation Grounds
a) Roundabout – Further damage had been caused to the roundabout which had now been repaired.  The damaged exercise equipment was due to be removed.  Suggestion was made that the working party meet to discuss the upgrading of the Recreation Ground and produce a consultation/plan of action to be presented at the next pc meeting.
b) RESOLVED that Cllr Maguire join the Recreation Working Party
17/26
Highways – 
a) A meeting had been held with highways regarding the repairs outstanding.
b) Street Dr responses – Station Road pot holes repaired.
c) Section 50 licence – the additional street were being added to the licence however the positioning of them needed to be agreed with highways as the signs would need to be fixed to the County Council lamp posts.  Councillors suggested that further streets could be added which would be agreed at the next pc meeting.  Additional streets would incur extra costs.
d) Request had been made for a dog bin to be placed near to the bridge along Knuston Hill/Station Road.  It was agreed to look into the possibility.
17/27
Little Irchester/Knuston
No issues arising
17/28
Planning

An alteration to the Congregational Church/Hilton hall had been received and it was agreed that the application comments were as per previous submitted
WP/17/00321/FUL – MM/RE declare personal interest – it was agreed to object to this proposal as it contravened policy 8 and policy 2 of the JCS.
WP/17/00382/FUL – 1st floor ext. – 53 Gipsy Lane – No objections raised.
17/29
Neighbourhood Plan

No further progress at the moment
17/30
Cemetery/War Memorial

P Smith declared personal interest

a) Registrars report sent to Cllrs. – Letters previously sent regarding removal of stones were raised and it was agreed to send another letter giving 2 weeks’ notice failing which the pc would remove them.
b) Discussion of the cleaning of the war memorials took place and it was agreed to contact the Conservation Officer at BCW for their advice.






Action TM
c) The cemetery risk assessment and memorials testing policy was emailed to councillors and it was RESOLVED to accept the policies without changes.
d) Discussion took place regarding the planting of the War Memorial garden and it was agreed that the working party meet in order to access the area and submit ideas and costs to the pc at their next meeting.
e) RESOLVED that Cllr Maguire join the cemetery working party
f) Discussion took place regarding a working party to help clear the war memorial or weeds.  It was agreed to discuss this once the area for planting had been agreed.
17/31
Community Issues

a) It was stated that the nomination form to register the Congregational Church and Hilton Hall at Little Irchester as a Community Asset had been sent to Borough Council of Wellingborough. An objection to the proposal had been received by the land owner which had been sent to councillors.  It was suggested that the Little Irchester Councillors meet up and organise a survey of usage/requirement for the hall in order to submit the support with the application.
b) Discussion took place regarding the wording required for the Village Voice for the launching of the Business Plan and the Memorial testing.  It was agreed that the Clerk submit this.
c) Discussion took place regarding the size of the trees in the Parsons car park that were overhanging.  It was agreed to obtain quotations for trimming and reducing the trees.
d) It was agreed that the Remembrance Day service take place on 12th November starting at 10.50am with JPC and TM to organise.  Little Irchester it was agreed to write to the British Legion asking is they would like to organise the service for Little Irchester and to meet up with the Irchester organisers.
e) Discussion took place regarding a mike system for the pc to use at its meetings.  It was suggested that councillors be sent a hearing survey and further information found regarding a suitable hearing system.
17/32
Correspondence
· An email had been received regarding the presentation by Mick George
· Police and Crime commissioners plan received
17/32
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
· Discussion took place regarding receiving correspondence and emails with a request from the Chair that councillors acknowledge them when received.
· A letter had been received from NHW regarding cheques to be deposited in the pc accounts.  It was agreed to write to the NHW thanking them for the work within the village and explain that the community group would need to organise their own bank and accounting system.
The meeting closed at 9.40pm
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