



IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th April 2018 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
P Armstrong
Councillors

K Watts

 D May

P Smith

T Maguire
L Brown

JP Carr

C Eliott
R Elliott

L Ellis Day
J Gibson

M May

A May

D Shroll
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 4 members of the public present.
Apologies -   Apologies were received by the Clerk and accepted from:  -  Cllr J Dunkley & NCC M Griffiths
17/146
DPI's –  Cllr Carr Declared interest in items 17/157 County Council and 17/160 Community Assets the library.
17/147
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Public – query was raised regarding planning permission for a dwelling in Station Road where a porta cabin had been situated due to rare breeds.  Council stated that planning permission was granted in 2017 as the area was not open countryside and no objections were raised.
Question was raised asking if the finance for the cemetery had been resolved, however this was an agenda item.

Query was raised regarding the length of a parish council meeting or which the Standing Orders state a maximum of 3 hours unless full council agrees to suspend them.

17/148
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th March 2018 were agreed as a true record 
17/149
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Flags ordered

· Letters sent to NHW and Cogenhoe re bus subsidy

· GDPR evenings arranged

17/150
Financial Matters
a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £7,630.57 for April 2018 be approved.  Cllrs Smith,   Watts and Carr did not participate in the vote as they were in receipt of expenses.
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b)
The bank statements for Unity and Nationwide for April 2018 of £123,005.35 minus £7,630.57 = £115,374.78 were noted.
c)
RESOLVED that Cllr L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for April 2018
 d)     Request was made regarding "Best value -That the parish council should monitor hours based contracts by asking the contractors/clerk submitting a monthly report on the jobs and activities charged for in the previous month.” After discussion it was RESOLVED by a vote of 6 for, 6 against and 2 abstentions not to proceed with this request with the Chair having the casting vote.
e)
Request was made regarding Transparency in that the finance working party be asked to review the financial regulations on small contracts (under £60K) in May/June as it was felt that the council may need to increase the transparency of the process.  It was agreed to arrange a meeting to discuss the proposal.
17/151
Recreation Grounds
a) The wet pore had been damaged in the basketball court on the recreation ground and was deteriorating in the play area in Little Irchester.  It was agreed to obtain quotations for repair and resurface.
b) Councillors had visited site to check on the boundary fence and trees where a resident had stated that this had caused damage to their fence.  It was agreed that the trees in question were not within the recreation ground boundary therefore the damage was not the responsibility of the parish council.
17/152
Highways 
The Highways Warden had stated that there were numerous potholes throughout the village which were sent to the Clerk  to be reported to Street Doctor.  On previous occasions Street Doctor had stated that they required one job per problem however this was impracticable due to the amount listed.  The Clerk had suggested to Street Doctor that a highways representative attend the village to access the issues.

It was also noted that the repair to the block paving in the High Street had failed again.  To be re reported to Street Doctor.
17/153
Little Irchester/Knuston
Northants Highways regulation team had been informed that some of the grass verge in London Road had been removed and gravelled without authorisation.
17/154
Planning
Councillors confirmed that they had looked at the plans for the following:

· WP/18/00172/ADV – Retrospective application to display signage – Hedgerow Removal Notice – highways agency land had advised that sign should be removed.
· WP/18/00218/FUL – Erection 3 bay garage with storage room over – no comments.  Cllr Watts requested that his vote for no objections be recorded.
17/155
Neighbourhood Plan

The Inspector for the Neighbourhood Plan had been in contact to ask some specific question of the parish council and also BCW of which further information had been sent to him.  These details were submitted to all councillors via email and it was RESOLVED to accept the responses sent to the Inspector without additions or alterations.
17/156
Cemetery/War Memorial
a) It was stated that there had been 1 ashes, 1 interment and 2 new headstone request for April.
b) Councillors were advised that a further 10 plants were needed for the Irchester Sign hedging on Station Road corner.  It was stated that as the hedges were green on a grass background then could something be added to the area in order to make them stand out more ie slate.   It was RESOLVED to delegate powers to the Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair, with the help of Cllrs Maguire and Mrs C Elliott to agree what would be required.  Discussion also took place regarding the shrubs previously suggested for the first circle in the cemetery and it was RESOLVED to purchase these as soon as possible.
c) It was stated that a meeting would need to be arranged regarding the events planned to commemorate WW1.  Several other events were being held ie an exhibition, magic lantern slide show, Irchester Players concert party etc.  It was stated that the Parish Council had previously agreed to purchase a commemorative bench for the war memorial and it was RESOLVED to purchase this for £905.00.  Fitting the bench would be extra.  It was stated that as the structure was now listed then listed building approval would need to be received from Borough Council of Wellingborough.
d) The Cemetery report had been emailed to councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed to hold a separate meeting, exclusive to public and press due to its sensitivity, in order to discuss the report in full.
Cllr Carr left the meeting
17/157
COUNTY COUNCIL
It was requested that an update regarding County Council aspects be added to the agenda.  Concern was raised regarding the future of Chester Farm, Country Park and Knuston Hall due to the problems that Northants County Council (NCC) were experiencing.  It was stated that there was currently a judicial review to be held in May regarding the consultation that took place for the future of the libraries as NCC had changed the criteria.  Commissioners were due to commence the running of NCC of which changes could be made to services and assets.  Councillors were informed that a special meeting may need to be held when information was made available.
Cllr Carr returned to the meeting

17/158
Correspondence
Highways England had sent details through regarding the changes to the A6/A45 Chowns Mill roundabout stating that there would be a mobile unit to be in the area, date to be confirmed, for people to look at the details and make comment.
A resident had also sent in a request for services to Coulon Close ie grass cutting, road sweeper etc.

17/159
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
17/160
Community Assets 

Cllr Carr left the meeting

Library – The Clerk had sent through the first stage for the expression of interest.  The solicitor had been in touch with NCC again regarding the building and also the Land Registry however no further information had been received.  A meeting had been held regarding setting up a membership trust for the 21 libraries which were due to close however this was aimed for community run libraries.  The second stage expression of interest had been received however, once again, this was aimed more for community run libraries with their own constitution and board of trustees.  Within the information requirement it was stated that the building valuation be accepted and confirmation of the running costs be accepted.  This was required before NCC would consider offering Stage three.  After discussion it was agreed that the local MP, County Councillor and Secretary of State should be advised of Irchesters situation.  It was also agreed to make an application in order to have the building registered as a community asset.
Cllr Carr returned to the meeting

Hilton Hall – Result of the drain and roof surveys had been received.  It was agreed to set up a meeting in order to discuss a business plan, however the group were awaiting the decision regarding the planning appeal.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.32 pm
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