IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th January 2017 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
Pam Armstrong

Councillors

L Brown

Jean Gibson
K Watts


 D May

D Shroll

P Smith

R Elliott

C Elliott

T Maguire

JP Carr

L Ellis Day
A May
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 5 members of the public present.

The Chair asked for a minutes silence in remembrance of K Clements.
Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from:  - Cllrs J Dunkley & M May
16/88
DPI's - No interests declared for the meeting
16/89
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Police Reports – December 2016
Irchester

Damage – London End. Domestic related.

Theft of Number Plate – Grange Close

Theft of Number Plate – Prospect Close

Theft from Vehicle – Village Hall

Theft Offence - Robbery – Co-op Cash stolen
Burglary Non Dwell - Shed Break Gypsy Lane – Nothing Taken
Berrill Street – Motorbike stolen from rear garden, later recovered.

Criminal Damage - Irchester Country Park, damage to grounds caused by vehicle being driven.
James Street – Front door graffiti’d

Chapman Road – Fence Damaged

Baker Crescent – Fence Damaged

Station Road – Window damaged

Violence - ABH – London End – Domestic Related
Other Offences - Fraud by PayPal Scam – Wollaston Road
Little Irchester

ABH – London Road, Domestic Related

Vehicle Rear window smashed – Riverside close – Nothing taken

ABH – London Road
The police had liaised with the Co-op regarding safety/security and a security guard had been seen on the premises.
It was stated that there were parking issues during school times but no police were ever present.  It was stated that the pcso didn’t seem to be visible in the village very often.
Public –
PC thanked for placing the VAS sign along Station Road and it was felt that this was making a difference to speed.

NHW stated that three signs had been stolen.
16/90
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 30th November 2016 were agreed as a true record.  
16/91
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Write to British Legion thanking for organising the Lt Irchester Remembrance Service – completed

· Book Mayor for Remembrance Service 2017 – initial contact made
· Sent F Webber email re cherry trees to cllrs – completed

· Sent annual playground report to cllrs – completed

· Confirmed contractors for 2017

· Letter sent to MP/Post Office re post box – awaiting outcome

· Obtain quotations for new village sign – ongoing

· London Road ditch land registry – JPC

· Letter Orbit re cycle sheds – completed

· Planning response – completed

· Notice for cemetery – Registrar

· BCW Recycling letter - completed

16/92
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £8390.74 for December and payments £7,741.43   for January 2017 be approved.  
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b)
The bank statement £128855.79 as of January 2017 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and P Armstrong authorise the bacs payments for January. It was stated that the pc should have more councillors willing to complete BACS payments in the future if possible.
d)
The 3 year Business Plan was discussed and it was agreed to hold a separate meeting to discuss the content.
16/93
Recreation Grounds
a) The annual inspection report had been carried out with some of the equipment needing repairs.  These were classed as medium risk and it was agreed that Cllr JD and the lengths man access what work could be carried out before ordering parts. The vegetation and damaged trees were removed from the recreation ground fence line and the planting of the new trees will take place later in the year. Agreed to ask the contractor to spread the chippings. It would appear that football was being played on the recreation ground without first asking the council and complaints were made regarding the dog mess. Clerk asked to write to the organiser regarding this.
16/94
Highways – 
a) Highway Warden report in progress
b) Street Doctor responses

846433 – Request for conifer trees to be cut back blocking the footpath at the corner of Evelyn & Arkwright Road – NCC sent letter to owner – work completed

846438 – Request to clear Alfred Street alleyway – NCC referred to Wellingborough Homes

850629 – Potholes Wollaston Road – work to be carried out within 4 months
851996 – Clear alleyway Alfred St to Bakers Cres – awaiting outcome 
c) No further update for the definitive footpath had been received.
d) RESOLVED that the village sign be replaced at a cost of £3,300.00
e) RESOLVED to accept the grass mowing agreement with Northants County Council.

f) Discussion took pace regarding the work that the Enhancement Gang could do and it was agreed to ask them to clean the road signs along Chester Road, relay the path outside 36 Farndish Road and repair block paving outside Chinese in Irchester and clear the litter and vegetation on the triangle section near to Butlin Court and Daniels Road in Little Irchester.
g) Information from the data collected from the Vehicle Activated signs were given to councillors.  One sign was positioned on Station Road coming into the village where the highest speed recorded was 69mph and the other sign was positioned along Gypsy Lane coming into the village where the highest speed recorded was 84mph.

h) Discussion took place regarding installing a dog/litter bin on the grass verge near London End.  It was agreed to place a litter bin in the area as long as NCC agree, and consult the residents regarding a dog bin.
16/95
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) It was stated that the Chapel in Little Irchester was now closed to the public and the meeting room could no longer be used as from end of December.  There would be a meeting of the trustees to decide the future of the building. The chairs have all been removed and the building emptied. It was agreed to write to the congregational church again and try and register the building as a community asset.
b) It was stated that the owner of the ditch was a quarry organisation.  To write to in order to ask them to clear the ditch.
16/96
Planning

· WP/16/00736/FUL – Conversion of an outbuilding 16 School Hill – Planning application is retrospective as changed an outbuilding into bedroom and en suite. Main building is classed as a care home comment regarding parking outside which is a safety issue
16/97
Neighbourhood Plan

It was stated that the NHP consultation feedback was being updated.  The consultant preparing the SEA.
16/98
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) Registrars report sent to cllrs.
b) It was stated that someone had placed soil/spoil on several graves without permission which had resulted in a complaint sent to the council.  It was suggested that either the soil could be removed or the pc could reseed the area when appropriate. It was agreed to reseed the complainants plot when appropriate.  It was agreed to discuss writing a letter that would be sent when interments take place.  To be discussed at a separate meeting.
16/99
Community Issues

a) The pc discussed the issues with the lighting in the alleyway and it was agreed to speak with the Club again to see if the current lights can be mended as this would light up the alleyway. These lights were now repaired.
b) The pc discussed the future production of the Village Voice magazine and it was stated that this was being carried out by a resident in Bradshaw Way. A new editor K Fuller had volunteered to produce the magazine. New distributors will be sending out the magazine.  It was agreed to send a thank you letter to M Clements and R & J Webb for their help in producing and distributing the magazine.
c) It was agreed to enter the Best Village Competition for 2017 and discuss content at a separate meeting.
16/100
Correspondence
The NCC budget consultation (sent to councillors previously) - Cllr R Elliot proposed that the parish council high light the need for better street lights, reinstate school patrol crossings, maintain the library and not make savings in the adult social services base budget before the health money and special social care supplement are added. Also to support a unitary authority for the north of the county and oppose the whole county option NCC want. It was agreed to write to NCC stating that the pc were paying for services that they should provide i.e. patrol crossing and it was felt that pcs need more support from NCC, social service budget, which it is felt should be increased and that all options regarding a unitary council should be investigated.  JP Carr abstained from voting.
CPRE great British spring clean – it was agreed the borough council litter pick take place in March.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 pm
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