
IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 23rd May 2018 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


JP Carr

P Smith 


Mr D May

J Dunkley


Mrs C Elliott
R Elliott


Mrs A May

D Shroll



Mrs L Ellis-Day
K Watts


J Gibson

M May 


T Maguire

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 6 members of the public present & M Griffiths from NCC 

Apologies  -   No apologies

18/01
Election of Chair and Acceptance of Office

Nominations were received for the office for Chair for P Armstrong & K Watts .  It was RESOLVED That Councillor Watts be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.  The Acceptance of office form was then signed.

Cllrs Watts took the Chair

18/02
DPI's

Members were reminded that at change of interest throughout the year should be given to the Clerk
Cllr Carr declared an interest in agenda item 18/19 regarding the Library
18/03
Appointment of Members

a)
Vice Chair – Cllr Maguire

b)
Internal Accounts Controller – Cllr L Brown

c)
Footpaths – Cllr P Armstrong

d)
Highway Warden Irchester– Cllrs K Watts

e)
Highways Warden Little Irchester & Knuston – Cllr J Dunkley

f)
Health & Safety Representative – Cllr J Dunkley

18/04
Advisory Groups

Resolved: that the following Advisory Groups are appointed for the ensuring year with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman being ex officios of all.


a)
Planning and Development – Councillors R Elliott, JP Carr, J Dunkley & K Watts


b)
Recreation – Councillors  M May, A May, P Smith, T Maguire, K Watts & J Dunkley also acting as Safety Inspector and Routine Maintenance,, 

c)
Cemetery – Councillors A May, JP Carr, P Smith, J Gibson, P Armstrong, R Elliott, T Maguire, L Ellis Day, K Watts

f)
Finance – Councillors JP Carr, T Maguire, L Brown, P Armstrong, K Watts & D May 


g)
Emergency Plan - Councillors K Watts, T Maguire, D May, P Armstrong, L Ellis Day, J Dunkley & L Brown

18/05
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies

Resolved: that the following appointments are made for the ensuing year.


a)
Irchester Sports Association – Councillors L Brown & R Elliott


b)
Village Hall Committee – Councillor P Smith


c)
Youth Centre Management Committee – Councillor L Ellis-Day


d)
Bowling Club Committee – Councillor P Armstrong


e)
Allotment Association – Councillor A May

18/06
Dates of Council Meetings 2018/19

RESOLVED That the dates for the Council Meetings were agreed and accepted as listed below:



27th June 2018



30th January 2019



29th  August 2018



27th  February 2019



26th September 2018


27th March 2019



31st  October 2018


24th April 2019



28th November 2018


May 2019 meeting to be agreed as election year

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 24th April 2019 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



K Watts – In the Chair

Councillors

JP Carr

P Smith 

Mr D May
P Armstrong

L Brown


J Dunkley

M May



D Shroll

T Maguire
V Wilkinson
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 9 members of the public present
One minutes silence took place to remember the late Ian French.
Apologies given to the Clerk -   R & C Elliott, L Ellis Day
Other Apologies – A May given by D May
Councillor T Maguire stated that he was a member of the BCW planning committee he would be speaking to them regarding his objection to the proposed development of 75 dwellings listed for Farndish Road.
18/129
Public participation
Police report sent to councillors and updated at the meeting. Cllrs were encouraged to report thefts, no matter how small, to the police. PCSO Foster attended the meeting.  He gave a report to the meeting regarding the last 3 months crime statistics which had been reported.  The Chair thanked for the police surgery however no councillors were aware of it happening.  This was due to the PCSO being unwell.  It was stated that if PCSO’s are unwell it would appear that the rural areas suffer regarding police presence.  PCSO Foster stated that there is a large rural area to cover and police attend whenever possible.  Question was raised regarding night patrols – it was stated that frontline officers work evenings. Query raised when was the last time that the police commissioner had been contacted by the pc.  It was stated that a letter had been sent to the police commissioner about 4 months ago regarding the lack of officers.  The CC was due to attend the village in the near future.
Public – proposed development in Farndish Road queries were raised regarding:

· Highways issues and the impact on Woodlands Road and speeding as traffic data used is out of date.
· Screening and types of houses near to James Street properties

· Insufficient affordable housing is 20% and not 40%

· School not coping – JPC stated school had places, problems with parking due to 70/80 pupils living outside of the village and the development has provision for school improvements.
· Doctors – unable to get appointments.

Other public comments being:
Rubbish near youth shelter on the recreation ground – can more bins be provided
Graffiti and rubbish on skate park – can more bins be provided
Sign facing field on Wollaston Road – not been reported to Fixmystreet
It was agreed by council to discuss items 18/138 Planning as members of the public had shown several concerns.
18/130
DPI's

DPI’s – None declared for this meeting.
18/131
Minutes
The minutes from 27th March 2019 were agreed as a true record
18/132
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Letters to M Griffiths, P Bone MP, Network Rail and Highways England re roads – responses from Network Rail, MP P Bone and Highways England – responses read to council Cllr M Griffiths suggested that Gipsy Lane and Wollaston Road be included in the NCC priority list which council agreed to.
· Letter to BCW stating IPC expression of interest in Irchester library - acknowledged

· Eon 3 year fixed term for unmetered supply contract signed

· Write to lessees re grave mounds to be reduced – 3 responded

18/133
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £9055.25 for April 2019 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement £126,884.28 – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr JP Carr and p Armstrong to authorise the bacs payments for April 2019
d) RESOLVED to renew the contract for the maintenance of the church clock for a further 5 years

e) The internal auditors report was sent to councillors.  The recommendations within the report for an audit trail for the income of the cemetery and Village Voice adverts was being organised.
f) RESOLVED to approve AGAR Section 1

g) RESOLVED to approve AGAR Section 2 with all yes answers.

The Clerk was thanked for her work in carrying out the accounts successfully throughout the year.

18/134
Recreation Grounds
a) The repairs needed for the recreation grounds had been ordered and and been successfully completed.
b) Request had been received to use part of the recreation ground for a bootcamp activities on Wednesday and Saturday mornings for approximately 45 minutes  It was agreed that, as long as the risk assessments for the activities and liability insurance were received and accepted, then the organiser could use the park free of charge for the first 3 months after which the council will review the situation.
18/135
Highways – 
Nothing to report
18/136
Little Irchester/Knuston
Nothing to report
18/137
Cemetery/War Memorial
· 9 Lessees had been written to regarding the levelling of the graves of which 3 had responded.  It was agreed to proceed with the contractor to level them as required.
· Memorial Testing policy – this had been amended and it was RESOLVED to accept the amendments.
· RESOLVED the signage regarding the testing to be placed in the Village Voice and on the notice boards.
· RESOLVED to retest the headstone in October 2019
It was stated by the Chair that the cemetery and war memorial was looking nice.
18/138
Planning

· Application No. WP/19/00139/FUL Proposal: Conservatory to side of dwelling Location: 70 Woodlands Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7BU – no objections raised however is was noted that the materials should match the existing walls.
· Application No. WP/19/00001/FUL Proposal: The retention of an existing Network Rail vehicle track and compound , Location: Land Off Ditchford Road, Irchester, Northamptonshire – no comment
· Application No. WP/19/00183/FUL Proposal: Single storey rear extension (amended scheme following approval of WP/19/00014/FUL) Location: 49 Gipsy Lane, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7DJ – no comment
· Application No. WP/19/00197/FUL Proposal: Demolition of existing single storey rear projection and a new single storey rear extension. Location: 1 Prospect Avenue, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7DZ – no objections
Application No. WP/19/00154/OUT Proposal: Outline application for up to 75 dwellings including new vehicular access off Farndish Road, with areas of landscaping and public open space, land for a community facility, and associated infrastructure works (access only to be determined at this stage) Location: Land Adjacent 79-81 Farndish Road And Rear 2 To 26 James Street, Farndish Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, Irchester Parish Council object to this planning application due to the following issues which they would like addressing to meet the needs and requirements of Policy 1, 2 and 4 of the Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2031 (NHP). This NHP has gone through research, consultation, endorsement by a Planning Inspector and a Parish referendum. This NHP now sits within the other local policies of the Borough Council of Wellingborough’s (BCW) Local Plan and the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS):

1. In regards to the 20% affordable homes on the outlined planning permission these do not meet the requirement of the NHP, the BCW Local Plan or the JCS which should be 40%. The Irchester Parish Council strongly object to this provision of 20% unless it can be proven that it is not viable. 

2. That the housing type and mixture of the site needs to meet the most current Housing Needs Survey that was produced in February 2019. There is a greater need for smaller affordable houses, bungalows and flats for younger and older people in the community. Again the Irchester Parish Council strongly object to this mix not being met unless it can be proven that it is not viable as outline in the NHP, BCW Local Plan and JCS. 

3. That the Parish Council endorse that the outline planning permission will endeavour that  dwellings behind the properties in James Street are in the majority bungalows or in the case of houses or flat that these are strategically places to not overlook people’s properties. 

4. That the need for Self-Build dwellings meet the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework that the NHP, BCW Local Plan and JCS conform to and that Self-Build considerations are processed through the Self-Build register of the Borough Council of Wellingborough.

5. That the issues raised by NCC Highways are addressed. In particular issues about the transport assessment, travel plan, bus service provision, junction concerns into the new site, footpaths access from the site into the village and its linkages to adjoin footpaths are considered. Likewise that the Irchester Parish Council note the slight concerns that NCC Highways have raised about adequate parking provision on the proposed site and the correct parking layout and how these can be addressed within the development proposal. 

6. Many of the issues around the impact of traffic generated from this proposed planning application have already been discussed with NCC Highways as part of the NHP process and are outlined in the final NHP. These do need to be addressed and considered.  A more up-to-date transport assessment and travel plan needs to be completed. 

7. In particular highways improvement aspects should be considered within the Core Funding Priorities requirements of the NHP. In particular:

a. Issues with Farndish Road on the impact on traffic generated from this site and the improvements to parking bays and parking provision in this area. 

b. The impact of additional traffic on the Farndish Road/Wollaston Road/High Street/School Road Junction needs to be addressed and parking provision and parking bays in this area also needs to be considered. 

c. The provision of an upgrade from a Zebra Crossing to a Pelican Crossing in the High Street

d. Concern is also to be highlighted on the impact of traffic on Woodlands Road and appropriate measures being put in place.

e. Provision for appropriate cycleways in particular contributions for the provision of a footpath and cycleway to Wollaston as outlined in the NHP and that of the Wollaston NHP. 

8. That Anglian Water can continue to confirm that the water and sewage utilities in the village can manage an additional 75 homes.

9. That the Local Education Authority can continue to confirm that the education provision locally can manage the additional pupils generate from the site.

10. That the Local Health Authority can confirm that suitable funding will be provided from this site to assist the Health and Wellbeing of our community. 

11. That any archaeological investigation on the site that the material and information is made available to local residents to learn more about their community in the past as outlined in the NHP Core Funding Priorities. 

12. That Policy 2: Heritage Policy of the NHP is adhered to where possible within the development. In particular to enhance key views of the Grade I Listed Church of St Katharine’s. 

13. That the development should contributes where possible towards some of the Core Funding Priorities as clearly outlined in the NHP in particular:

a. Upgrade the Zebra Crossing to a Pelican Crossing in the High Street

b. A contribution towards a pedestrian and cycleway to Wollaston

18/139
Community/Consultation Events
a) Notes from the Village Voice working party to be sent to councillors
b) A meeting of people had taken place regarding the setting up of a management group in order to take on the running of the library.  The Clerk and Cllr Carr attended a Business Plan workshop at NCC where details of the draft SLA was discussed.  Once the cabinet have made their decision on 14th May packs for completion will be sent to community groups to be completed by 26th June 2019.
c) Parsons Hall – The meeting was re arranged for 3rd June.  Concern was raised regarding the 2019 AGM as this was scheduled for the same evening as the parish council evening and it was stated that this was the only date available for the Treasurer.
18/140
Correspondence
Details had been received regarding a recycling bank for clothing.  There were a couple already in the village however the pc had no where to place one.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25 pm




Chair
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