IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 24th April 2024 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

L Brown
A Hurley
J-P Carr
K Watts

M May

S East


P Smith

B Leeson
D Schroll
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 4 members of the public present & NNC Cllr T Partridge Underwood.(TPU)
A minutes silence was held as a mark of respect for the late councillor T Maguire

The Chair introduced Claire Carter the new member of staff.
Apologies -  
Received by the Clerk which were Agreed and Accepted from Cllrs J Dunkley
Cllr S East did not attend and Cllr Shroll gave apologies for her.

Cllr K Clark did not attend the meeting or give apologies
23/110
Public Questions, Police Report and NNC Update
Public – 
a) Query request to replace dog bin in Woodlands Road
b) Request that Safer Roads Team be contacted regarding speeding traffic in the village.  It was agreed by Council that the Working Party to check VAS data before further action taken
Police – report sent to councillors. 
NNC Update – Leaders report sent to councillors.  TPU Attended the scouts service in the village.  Concerns had been raised by the public regarding Solar Farm proposal for Grendon.  Planning training from NNC for councillors is still work in progress.  Cllrs Ward meeting to be arranged at a later date.  
Council raised concern regarding when the pot holes in the High Street, which had been raised in February 24, were due for repair.
23/111
Notification of Any Interests
23/120 Cllrs P Armstrong, L Brown & B Leeson – leases
23/112
Co-option
RESOLVED to co-opt Mrs Brotherston to the Council.  Acceptance of Office was signed.
23/113
Minutes
RESOLVED - The minutes from 27th March 2024 meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
23/114
Financial Matters

a) Payments – RESOLVED: That the payments for £11,022.38 for April 2024 were approved.  Directs Debit payments pending NNC Election £5,864.34 Patrol Crossing £3.900, HMRC £450, Hugofox £23.99 and N Power £137.49
[image: image1.png]Payee Name Reforence Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transacton Delail

Mowerman BACS0401 302090 OSAGG 14 Grass Cutting

LGAT2 5214
Wicksteed Leisure BACS0402 551561 0SA1906  Repairs Rec Ground
Colemans BACS0403 7797 LGAT25 111 Statonery
RBS Software Solutns BACS0404 560.40 LGAT25 111 Alpha Accounts Cemeteries
NDatt BACS0405 1,299.90 LGA 1972 511112 Salary and Expenses.
Claie Carter BACS0406 43361 LGAI972 511112 Salary
Cumys BACS0408A 5499 LGAT25112  Printer

Total Paymonts _ 10,67238





Late payment made for bus shelter cleaning £50.00.
b) The Current financial statement after the payments, but not including the DD’s, being £170.998.78
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs JP Carr & P Smith to authorise the bacs payments for April 2024.
d) Year end reports were sent to councillors with no concerns raised.
e) Internal Audit Report was sent to councillors the only issue raised was that councillors in receipt of payments should not sign or authorise them. For 2024/25 accounts it was agreed that NCALC will internally audit the accounts.
f) RESOLVED Section 1 of the AGAR was agreed by Council
g) RESOLVED Section 2 of the AGAR was agreed by Council
23/115
Cemetery/War Memorial

There were no issues with the cemetery.  Grass cutting season had now started.  
23/116
Highways

a) It was noted that no new issues had been reported
b) Discussion took place regarding the dog bin in Woodlands Road.  RESOLVED to purchase a larger bin for the area.  Cllr Smith asked for his vote against the proposal to be recorded.
c) Details of NNC parking restrictions were sent to councillors but no comments were raised.    

23/117
Play Areas
a)  The repairs to the recreation ground had now been carried out successfully however the skate park repairs have not yet taken place due to the continued wet weather. Rude graffiti to be painted over.
b) RESOLVED to accept the request from Taylors Amusements to use the recreation ground from 17th June subject to completed risk assessments and current insurance.
23/118
 Community
An update on the orchard was given to councillors.  Still awaiting soil for the planters.  Damson trees have been swapped with other trees donated by a resident.  As Scott Bader also have an orchard it was suggested to contact them to see if they can help with our orchard.  Seeds etc are ready for planting.
23/119
Correspondence

· Details were received regarding suggestions to boundary changes however no changes were suggested so a review is not required.
Cllr Brown & Armstrong left the meeting
Cllr Watts took the Chair

· Letter received from the Village Hall committee withdrawing the application for grant funding.  The IPC representative stated that the committee would be fund raising in order to increase income.
Cllr Brown & Armstrong returned to the meeting

Cllr Armstrong retook the chair

· Discussion took place regarding a letter received from a resident to replace a bench.  It was agreed to defer this item to a future agenda.
Cllr Watts left the meeting
23/120
 Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

Cllrs Armstrong, Brown and Leeson left the meeting

 Cllr Carr took the Chair

23/121
Community Buildings Update

A further visit had been made to the council solicitor regarding the community building leases.  As per council decision letters were being sent to all the leaseholders of the community buildings regarding contacting the council when alterations and amendments to the buildings were being made.  
Meeting closed at 9.25 pm












Chair

These minutes are draft until agreed at the next full council meeting

PAGE  
29

