IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 18th May 2016 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


JP Carr

M May


P Smith 

Mr D May
J Dunkley


Mrs C Elliott
R Elliott


T Maguire
Mrs A May
D Shroll



Mrs L Ellis-Day

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 10 members of the public present. 
Apologies  -   M May to leave the meeting at 7.45pm
16/01
Election of Chair and Acceptance of Office

Nominations were received for the office for Chair for Pam Armstrong .  It was RESOLVED That Councillor Armstrong be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.  The Acceptance of office form was then signed.
All councillors signed their DPI update forms.
16/02
Co-option of Councillors for Irchester

There were 4 candidates for co-option.  RESOLVED that Kevin Watts be co-opted as councillor for Irchester.  Declaration of acceptance of office was completed.
It was suggested that for future vacancies Councillors are notified of all candidates before the voting meeting.
16/03
DPI's

No interests declared for the meeting
16/04
Appointment of Members
a)
Vice Chair – Cllr T Maguire
b)
Internal Accounts Controller – Cllr L Brown
c)
Footpaths – Cllr D May
d)
Highway Warden Irchester – Cllrs T Maguire
e)
Highways Warden Little Irchester and Knuston – Cllr J Dunkley
16/05
Advisory Groups
Resolved: that the following Advisory Groups are appointed for the ensuring year with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman being ex officios of all.


a)
Highways and Public Lighting – Councillors P Smith, L Ellis-Day, J Gibson & K Watts

b)
Planning and Development – Councillors R Elliott, JP Carr, J Dunkley & K Watts

c)
Recreation – Councillors  M May, A May, P Smith, L Brown & J Dunkley also acting as Safety Inspector and Routine Maintenance


d)
Cemetery – Councillors A May, JP Carr, P Smith, J Gibson & C Elliott

e)
Village Voice – Councillors A May, D May & C Elliott

f)
Finance – Councillors JP Carr, R Elliott, L Brown & D May 

g)
Emergency Plan - Councillors D Shroll, D May & L Brown
16/06
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies

Resolved: that the following appointments are made for the ensuing year.


a)
Irchester Sports Association – Councillors L Brown & R Elliott

b)
Village Hall Committee – Councillor P Smith

c)
Youth Centre Management Committee – Councillor L Ellis-Day

d)
Bowling Club Committee – Councillor P Armstrong

e)
Allotment Association – Councillor D May
Cllr M May left the meeting.
15/07
Dates of Council Meetings 2016/17
RESOLVED That the dates and venues for the Council Meetings were agreed and accepted as listed below:



29th June 2016



25th January 2017


31st  August 2016



22nd  February 2017


28th September 2016 (HH)


29th March 2017 (HH)



26th  October 2016


26th April 2017


30th November 2016


24th May 2017 Annual Meeting
To commence the Ordinary Meeting of Irchester Parish Council
16/08
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2016 were agreed as a true record.
16/09
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

Police sent apologies. 
Irchester

Burglary non dwelling – Berrill Street (Garage) Nothing taken

Burglary non dwelling – High Street (Outbuilding) Nothing taken

Burglary non dwelling – Arkwright Road (Garage) Pedal Cycle stolen and recovered nearby.
Criminal Damage – Farndish Road Window smashed
ABH – Domestic Related 

ABH – Farndish Road – Dog bite.
Theft – Shoplifting@ Co-Op
Vehicle Crime – Prospect Avenue, items stolen from within boot, offenders disturbed and make off.

Arkwright Road Motorbike number plate stolen
No reported crimes for Little Irchester ot Knuston.
Public comments – 
It was stated that the Annual meeting which took place on 17th May was informative and interesting.   
School building works had resulted in an increase of pupils from 350-420 so query was raised if this was arraned in line with future development. Council stated that the improvements had been planned well before the planning applications had been presented as the school had a couple of small sized classrooms. Councillors were reminded of the hearing on 1st June and appeal on 7th June.  Neighbourhood Watch also supported the annual meeting and the new NHW chair thanked the pc for their support.
Chair thanked the public for their comments.

16/10
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
	Agenda
	Task
	By
	Completed/comments

	April
	Letter to post office re parking, hrs & security
	Clerk
	Sent 29/4

	
	Play equipment review
	Rec Grp
	To organise

	
	NHW information
	Clerk
	Requested 29/4

	
	10th Edition Charles Arnold Baker
	Clerk
	Pending for July

	
	Order chains for swings in Daniels Road
	Clerk
	Monitoring

	
	Highways visit re section 50 licence
	Clerk
	Requested

	
	Fair attending, cost & H & S check
	Clk/JD
	Info requested

	
	Denton Close
	Clerk
	Contacted WBC

	
	Cemetery tree works
	Clerk
	Ordered

	
	Welcome leaflet draft
	Cllrs
	Draft

	
	Response re contribution to recycling centre
	Clerk
	Sent 29/4


· Response received from PO noting comments and stating that the changes are still proposals and no decision has yet been made.  Suggestion was made for the Chair to visit the current post office for their opinion and write again to the Post Master with the need, once again, to emphasise the problems with parking. Suggestion was made to include the improvements made to the road with parking bays for the using of the shops and current post office in the centre of the village.
· Section 50 licence - highways had visited the village to access the streets for the mobile VAS signs.  It was stated that the static signs could be converted to CID and this was under investigation.
16/11
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £6,126.53 for May 2016 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
b)
The bank statement as of May 2016 £154,053.51 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for May

d)
Standing Orders, Risk Assessment and Internal Controls were reviewed and agreed.
e)
RESOLVED that the Annual Governance questions 1-9 were agreed as YES statements and the form completed and signed by the Chair. The recommendation from the Internal Auditor be reviewed at the finance meeting in June regarding the investment of reserve funds.
f)
RESOLVED that the lengthsman attend a weed spraying course to the value of £195.00 but should he decide to terminate the contract with the council within 6 months of the training then all monies to be repaid to the council.
g)
It was noted that Lark Energy would pay £1,000.00 per year for 25 years for the life of the solar farm for Little Irchester.

h)
It was agreed that the finance group look at the land in the parish owned by the pc that would need to be valued.

16/12
Recreation Grounds
a) Report received – Bollards need reinstalling and wet pore needs repairing in the basketball court.  Agreed to purchase repair kit and ask the lengthsman to complete the work.  Fair safety check carried out with the only problem found being a defective cable and the bouncy castle needs to be checked when inflated.
b) It was agreed that the recreation ground could be used for parking for the fun day on 12th June and Gala on19th June weather permitting.
16/13
Highways – 
a) Street Doctor updates 
770978 High Street crossing markings – under review, 801243 pot hole and damaged kerb buildouts Wollaston Road – work to be completed before August 2016, 769685 – vegetation obstruction light in High Street – No further update
b) Gas pipe works happening in the village
c) It was agreed to discuss the placing of a litter bin in Farndish Road at the Finance meeting later in June
16/14
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) There was no Highway Warden report this month. Request from NCC to be made for ditch to be cleared in London Road
b) It was noted that investigation into Roman remains was taking place in the field off A509 next to the roundabout

16/15
Planning

a) WP/16/002200/FUL – Single storey and side extension 15 Prospect Avenue – No comment

b) Construction of viewing platform Irchester Country Park – No comment
c) WP/16/00179/FUL – Rear Extension 6 Pendered Road, Wellingborough – No comment

d) WP/16/00252/FUL – Demolition of workshop and erection of self storage unit – 19-21 Whitworth Way – no comment
16/16
Neighbourhood Plan

An update was sent to councillors

16/17
Cemetery/War Memorial

Nothing to report
16/18
Community
a) Letters to organisations had been sent out asking them to attend the meeting when the judges visit the village.

b) Welcome leaflet – some changes required ready for next Tuesday.
c) Defibrilator for Little Irchester – the positioning had yet to be agreed.  Suggestion was made that the unit could be placed on the ground near to the phone box if agreed by Wellingborough Homes
d) Wellingborough Local Plan – it was agreed to respond with the following comments:
Policy SS1 - The parish council are pleased regarding the approach to the settlement hierarchy and that the village boundary will be determined by the outcome of the Neighbourhood Plan

Policy GI1 - The parish council wholeheartedly agree with the policy however would like to make sure that the River Nene is used as a connectable route by foot and cycle including the reinstatement of the footbridge next to Chester House.

Policy GR2/3 - The parish council in principle agree with the Local Open Space p113 however they would like to add the allotment land in Chester Road, of which an outline map can be produced if required to include the land adjacent to 150 High Street to Cornerfield Nursery.

An area is highlighted on Station Road of land between the brook and Biscay Close and the parish council would like to have the land on the opposite side included.  There is a perfect U shaped valley which sets the village off and also there are archaeological remains on both sides of the road.

Land in the centre of Coulon Close should be included in the Local Open Space list.

Top spinney adjacent the railway line in Station Road should be classed as Local Open Space.

The war memorial on the corner of Farndish Road is grade II listed monument and the parish council would like this to be listed as Local Green Space.

With reference to Little Irchester the parish council are pleased to note that the grade II listed war memorial is included in the Local Green Space. 

Policy E1 - Victoria Business Park - this site is easily accessible by motor transport however it is less accessible by foot particularly from Irchester and it is hoped that in the future there will be a footpath over or adjoining the A45.

Policy R1-3 and TC1-8 - The parish council agree wholeheartedly with these proposals.

Site Specific Sites - Wellingborough East Policy site 1, point D, route 2 - The parish council support Stanton Cross however the parish council have concerns regarding the traffic impact this development will bring to the Turnells Mill Lane roundabouts and in particular the impact on Little Irchester.

The parish council of Irchester hope that the road infrastructure in implemented concurrently with the Wellingborough East development.

Route 7 - The parish council hope that the mitigation on the traffic impact from this route into Irchester and Little Irchester is applied.

Policy site 2 - Wellingborough North - once again the parish council support this however they would like to draw your attention to the traffic impact on Turnells Mill Lane roundabouts and its impact on Little Irchester.

16/19
Correspondence
· NCC Footpath UL36 from London Road to Ditchford Road and all connecting pathways restricted due to Bridge damage
· Letter received from resident re the parking in Arkwright Road asking when this will be looked into.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm



Chair
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