IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th February 2024 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

L Brown
JP Carr

A Hurley
S East

K Watts

M May



P Smith

B Leeson
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 6 members of the public present 
Apologies -  
Received by the Clerk which were Agreed and Accepted from Cllrs J Dunkley, T Maguire, D Shroll. & NNC Cllr T Partridge-Underwood Cllr K Clark did not attend the meeting or give apologies
23/83
Public Questions, Police Report and NNC Update
Public - 1. When is the play area being built on the new development on Farndish Road?  - Site will probably be another year before completion so the play area would be one of the last installations
2. What traffic calming provisions are going to be established for the safety of village children using said play area?  The roving speed signage recently installed on Farndish Road indicated a persistent issue with speeding traffic. - The VAS data to be analysed by the traffic working group.
3. What's the latest news on the red brick paving? – NNC response - The area is on a slope and whatever surface is in place would not stop the problem.  There are no plans to remove or alter the footpath.
Police – report sent to councillors, some crimes worrying.  Query on number of prosecutions.
NNC Update – Leaders report sent to councillors

23/84
Notification of Any Interests
28/86 e) Cllrs P Armstrong & L Brown
23/91 library Cllr JP Carr

23/91 Cllr Leeson Youth centre

23/85
Minutes
RESOLVED - The minutes from 31st January 2024 meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
23/86
Financial Matters

a) Payments – RESOLVED: That the payments for £8271.80 for February 2024 were approved.  Directs Debit payments pending Hugo fox, Wave, HMRC and N Power
[image: image1.png]Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
NPower oo 63152 PCACIST 3  Unmetered Supply
M Geyton BACS0201 5000 lgprovs3se  Bus shelter clean
NCALC BACS0202 11520 lgs725112  Training
NDatt BACS0203 122470 lga7261112  Salary & Expenses.
Mowerman BACS0204 5705.90 osa0Blitericemi Grass cemtervas
Balfour Beatyy BACS0205 544.48 pea 5753 Emergency repair
Total Payments 827180




b) The Current financial statement after the payments being £191,549.78
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs P Smith & L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for February 2024.
d) Council were informed of the increase in energy cost and recommended that they move supplier to Yu Energy.  It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation.
e) RESOLVED to move this item of the agenda to Exclusive to Public and Press at it was classed as a sensitive issue.
23/87
Cemetery/War Memorial

There were no issues with the cemetery.  Graves had been levelled as agreed at the January meeting and repairs carried out.
23/88
Highways
a) It was noted that no new issues had been reported
b) A quotation had been received for the repair of the street light in Wantage Road.  It was RESOLVED to agree the quotation and have the light repaired.

c) The litter bin on the grass on the corner of School Hill was on land owned by 1b.  The new owner has stated that he is having the area landscaped and fenced so has requested that the pc remove the bin. It was agreed to remove the bin if required as further investigation was being made.
23/89
Play Areas
a)  Due to the wet weather the repairs for the skatepark and recreation ground have been put on hold by both contractors. As they both have to use heavy equipment it was advised that repairs should be deferred until the ground was more suitable.
b) A request had been made by the Romans football to use the recreation ground as a car park for their open day on 9th June 2024
c) A proposal for a donated seat was sent to the council for the play area on the recreation ground.  After discussion it was agreed that there were several issues regarding the proposal these being, no room in the play area and concern that the wooden bench would get vandalised and become high maintenance.  Suggestion was made that a plaque could be installed on one of the current benches.
23/90
Planning
· NW/24/00002/FUL: Installation of freestanding heat pump in rear garden. Location: 24 Riverside Close Little Irchester Wellingborough NN8 2FD – no objections
· NW/24/00060/OUT OUT Proposal: Outline planning permission for a self-build dwelling Land Adjacent Pumping Station Gipsy Lane Irchester – objections raised that the proposal was outside of the village policy line and was against policy 1 of the Neighbourhood Plan.
23/91
Community Buildings

Cllr Leeson left the meeting

Youth Centre – A meeting was held with council representatives and the YCT committee.  It was stated that there seemed to be some confusion over some wording in the lease so Council asked the Clerk to write to the YCT asking for a copy of the lease that they are working from.  Both leases were the same.  Further discussion took place regarding the actual meeting where there was a difference of opinion.
SO suspended to ask secretary of YCT, who was in the public, to clarify details that the Councillor representative was not given details of pollarding of trees.  The secretary stated she did not remember.
SO resumed

After further discussion it was recommended and agreed that advice be sought from the councils solicitor in respect of updating the leases for all the Council buildings.  Updates and costs to be bought back to the council after the initial solicitor visit.
Cllr Leeson returned to the meeting

Cllr JP Carr left the meeting
Library - Several quotations for the cleaning of the windows for the Community Library had been received however the pc asked for a further quote.  The last quotation received was in excess of the previous ones obtained so it was agreed that the library should use JR Cleaning at £90 initial clean and then £70 until earmarked funds are depleted.
Cllr Carr returned to the meeting.

23/92
 Correspondence

Nothing received for the next meeting agenda
23/93
 Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
23/94
 Promotion Agreement Austin Close
The Council agreed recommendations for the promotion agreement were sent to the promoters agent however the promoter did not agree with the 33% share.  Awaiting a further update regarding the other amendments.
23/95
Job Vacancy
There had been 10 applications for the position.  The staff WP are due to meet to access the candidates for interview.
Grant Funding request – this item was moved from agenda item 23/86 e) 

Cllrs P Armstrong and Cllr L Brown left the meeting

Village Hall - Vice Chair Cllr Watts took the Chair

An application for grant funding had been received from the Village Hall Trust for £7500.  After a full and frank discussion it was agreed that Council could help and support the Village Hall Committee so set up a Working Party of Cllr K Watts, Cllr Carr, Cllr East and Cllr Leeson.  A meeting was also arranged for 12th March for the committee to provide further information for discussion.
Meeting closed at 9.50 pm











Chair

These minutes are draft until agreed at the next full council meeting
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