IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 30th June 2021 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith
JP Carr

L Brown


K Watt

M May 

 


N Gibbons
D Shroll
The meeting started at 7.15pm. there was 1 members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr V Wilkinson & J Dunkley 
21/17
Public participation/Police Report/North Northants Council
Public:

Park Run to start up again asap at the Country Park
NHW AGM 19th October in Village Hall

NNC – 1st meetings taken place, attended training, and Councillors and highways representatives have walked the village and noted several issues.
21/18
Declaration of Interest

· None declared  
21/19
Minutes
· The minutes from 19th May 2021 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair.  P Smith and V Wilkinson requested joining the VV Working Party
21/20
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £17,965.22 for June 2021 be approved however due to the poor service of Wellingborough Norse the invoice is on hold.  Further discussions took place regarding the cutting of the recreation ground and it was RESOLVED to terminate the contract with Norse and employ the current village grass cutter
[image: image1.emf]
b) The Current financial statement after the payments is £198,218.48
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs P Armstrong & L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for June 2021  
d) The changes to the bank mandate regarding the authorised signatories was deferred to the next meeting due to some councillors not being present.
21/21
Cemetery/War Memorial
a) There had been a few interments in the cemetery.  A family had planted flowers in the gravel in the cremated remains section.  The Council agreed that this was inappropriate and the Clerk was asked to write to the family asking them to remove them asap.
b) Spoil had been placed in the corner of the baby section which needed removing. RESOLVED to accept Quote for £275.00 to remove spoil
c) Discussion took place regarding the planting of bushes along the fence line near to the baby section.  It was agreed to investigate the costs and type for the next meeting.  
21/22
Planning

NW/21/00463/FUL – 135 Arkwright Rd – single storey rear extension – no comment
NW/21/00495/FUL – 20 Roman Way – Single storey side extension - – no comment
NW/21/00476/FUL – 9 Wollaston Road – Change of use to mixed use including existing restaurant, take away and taxi booking office – Hedgerow Removal Notice – This application is confusing as there is no hedgerow.  The council would like confirmation that the premises would be used as a booking office only and would object to the application if the taxis were parking in the vicinity especially along an unadopted road.  
NW/21/00533/FUL – 51 Newtown Road – single storey rear ext - – no comment
NW/21/00527 – 11 Beech Crescent – Rear conservatory and single storey extension - – no comment
Cllr Watts declared an interest in application below: - 

NW/21/00548 – 9 Grange Way – single storey ext - – no comment
NW/21/00540/REM – Land adj 78-81 Farndish Road – 

1. We welcome the fact that bungalows have been placed at the rear of James Street as requested by the Parish Council and the INP

2. We have concerns about the rear access for the bungalows of Plots 11, 12 and 13 and hope that alternative arrangements could be made by access from both sides of the row of bungalows. We would hope that an appropriate bin store could also be arranged at the front of the properties for the dwellings. 

3. The block of 4 flats at the rear of James Street we are a little confused about the layout as they seem to be a mirror image of the actual flat sectional drawings. Could you confirm that the end gable wall nearest to James Street has no windows.

4. We note that appropriate natural screening and fencing will be appropriately arranged at the rear of James Street/Grange Close and hope that the developers will work with the adjoining properties to achieve best results. 

5. The Parish Council also note that as requested as part of the INP, that subject to viability that the aim was for 40% affordable homes on the site. An independent viability assessment has been undertaken and 23% (17 houses) will now serve this purpose and that there will also be 4 self-build plots. We also note there are a larger percentage of smaller dwellings within the development overall. 

6. The Open Space across the centre of the site which has the Pipeline running underneath it the Parish Council has concerned about the easement either side as it borders on the edges on driveways to houses and visitors parking spaces. We would welcome Anglian Water's comments on this and if it is appropriate to do this for any future maintenance work. 

7. The proposed 'Mowed Path' across this Open Space area above the Pipeline is not appropriate it will result in a mud track just being formed. The Parish Council request that a suitable hardstanding pathway is considered instead which would be more accessible for all.

8. The Parish Council would welcome a discussion with the developers about the Open Space,  Attenuation Area and the Play Equipment contained with the LEAP. They are aware that these areas will be offered to the Council in due course. They would particularly welcome a conversation about suitable play equipment, how it can complement other play equipment in the village and how it can meet equality for users. 

9. The INP requests in Policy 4, iii - that a Heritage Impact Assessment and Archaeological Assessment will be undertaken on this site, in particular the views of the Grade I Listed St Katharine's Church across the site. The Parish Council is also pleased to note that an Archaeological Report will be written about any find and any artefacts with be deposited in the new County Archaeological Store at Chester House in Irchester. We also hope that some kind of information board could be placed on the open space to explain some of the finds if appropriate 

10. We are pleased to see public electric charging point but are unclear who will be responsible for these going forward

11. We welcome the new bench and bin by the entrance to the site. As these are owned by the Parish Council, we would welcome a discussion about replacements. Also we would welcome a discussion about other street furniture on the development e.g. bins, seats

12. We welcome the land for the Community Facility Area, its square shape and the entrance from Farndish Road. We hope that a gate will be placed on the entrance from Farndish Road. No decision has been made about how the land can be used at the moment but the Parish Council wish it to be noted that a building or other leisure structure for community use could be built on it the future and wonder how that may impact on the adjoining properties and will they be made aware of this. 

13. The INP, Policy 4: i, particularly states that a pathway should be provided along the eastern side of Farndish Road from where it currently stops (near to James Street) and should go as far as the Community Facility Area. It is noted that in these plans it currently does not do this and the Parish Council requests that this Policy is adhered to.  They realise there may be an issue with path laying due to tree roots but the general public will just walk on the verge or road if a suitable path is not built causing safety issues and hope this problem can be solved. 
It was requested that a meeting be arranged with the developer to discuss matters.
21/23
Highways
· The large pot hole in Knuston had reappeared which needed to be reported again on Fixmystreet.
· RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Morlock Signs for replacement batteries for the VAS signs.
.21/24
Play Areas
a) The installation of the new play equipment was scheduled for end July due to not being able to obtain materials
b) Discussion took place regarding the report on the seesaw and the quotation to have the bearing replaced.  RESOLVED that the equipment should be repaired.
c) Discussion took place regarding the replacement deck for the Proludic climbing frame at Little Irchester.  It was RESOLVED to order the new part.
21/25
Community Projects
The Community Projects Working Party had met and discussed celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee June 2022.  It was suggested to invite all the community groups to join in with a picnic on the Recreation Ground.  Request was made for the pc to provide a budget for organisations to apply for.
21/26
Exclusive to public and press
RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
21/27
Parsons Hall Lease
The Youth Centre Parsons Hall had sent a list of questions regarding the car park.  The Council discussed the questions and answers to be sent to them
21/28
Cemetery Headstone
A confidential report had been sent to councillors regarding a complaint about a headstone.  It was agreed that if further complaints on the same issue were received they were to be referred to the Councils solicitor.
Meeting closed at 9.35 pm
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