IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 29th November 2023 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

L Brown
JP Carr

A Hurley
B Leeson
S East

D Shroll
P Smith

K Watts

M May


The meeting started at 7.15pm. There was 1 member of the public present & NNC Cllr T Partridge-Underwood 
Apologies -  
Received by the Clerk which were Agreed and Accepted from Cllrs J Dunkley & T Maguire
Other Apologies – It was stated that Cllr Clark was also unwell
23/60
Public Questions, Police Report and NNC Update
Police:
Stats previously sent to councillors which noted some serious offences. Query was raised as to how many hours the police spent within the village.  It was noted that Cllr Watts had taken on the role of Police Liaison Representative.
NNC report – Leaders update previously sent to councillors. Updates since were: Isham bypass allocated £790k towards preparation, Stalls at Wellingborough Market removed due to vandalism.  New NNC Chief Executive and a meeting with Santa Pod and parish council representatives to take place in December.
23/61
Notification of Any Interests
None declared

23/62
Minutes
The minutes from 25th October 2023 meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
23/63
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments for £13,411.73 for November 2023 were approved.  Directs Debit payment for November being Hugo fox and N Power
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b) The Current financial statement after the payments being £145,356.08
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs P Smith & P Armstrong to authorise the bacs payments for November 2023 
d) Irchester Players had applied for a grant of £2000 for performance materials.  After discussion it was RESOLVED to approve the application
e) Irchester Community Library had requested monies for cleaning materials given to them, via the Council, from the Gala, before they had opened a bank account.  It was RESOLVED to reimburse monies to the library upon receipts received up to the value of £50.00
f) RESOLVED to adopt the General Reserves Policy

g) RESOLVED to adopt the Equal Opportunities Policy

h) Discussion took place regarding the draft budget.  A proposal was made to remove the amount for election costs and also for the precept to stay the same.  Neither proposal was upheld. RESOLVED to agree the budget for 2024/25 at £158,550 and increase the precept by 5% to £105,281.  Cllr May and Smith asked for their vote against the increase to be recorded.
23/64
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) It was stated that several interments had taken place throughout October and several had been booked through November to December
b) RESOLVED to apply to join Institute of Cemetery and Crematoria Management at £95.00 per year
23/65
Highways
a) No new issues to be reported
b) Highways had sent a list through of the alleyways that they were responsible for maintaining however no further details were received regarding the weed spraying or clearance of them due to NNC policy updates
c) Lighting columns – it was RESOLVED to accept the quotation for the inspection of the lighting columns
23/66
Play Areas
a)  HAGS had been contacted regarding the inspection of the skate park.  Repairs are required and a quotation is awaited.  It was agreed to send the quotation, once received, to councillors for agreement.
23/67
Planning

NW/23/00665/FUL – New one bed bungalow and 2 parking spaces 2 Warren Close 
· Irchester Parish Council object to the application 
· They feel that it is overdevelopment on the garden of a property that provides a vision splay 
· They feel that it is cramp it in layout and design. 
· They note that it goes beyond the building line of the property in Arkwright Road 
· They feel that the design is out of keeping in this area – whilst here are bungalows they are all semi-detached in design 
· That whilst the property is listed in Warren Close it actually faces Arkwright Road with the front pathway gate on that road and the front door. They fear cars will park in front of the property causing a problem with cars coming out of Warren Close not being able to see 
· The design for the parking is poor being accesses by steps. 
· They feel the application goes against Policy 3, Policy 8 and Policy 9 of the Joint Core Strategy 
 
NW/23/00759/FUL - Conversion of old stable/workshop/garage, addition of a first floor and single storey rear extension to form a new dwelling, hardstanding for parking and vehicular access off Orchard Place. Location: 15 Thrift Street Irchester 
· Irchester Parish Council object to the application 
· They note the comments by NNC Highways and fully support those comments. Particularly with vehicles going into the property to park cars. 
· They wish it to be noted that Orchard Place is indeed an unadopted road and it has never had an adjoining pavement within living memory (properties in Orchard Place and Ash Close being built in the 1960s and Thrift Street in the 1890s). No 15 Thrift Street itself has a datestone of 1901 on its Gable Wall facing Thrift Street. The front of the house facing at one time the main front garden whilst the rear kitchen door was accessed both from Orchard Place and Thrift Street.  
· It would also be out of keeping and not necessary to have bollards in this area on any proposed pavement. There are only bollards in the centre of the village in Irchester, mainly around the shopping area.   
· The unadopted road of Orchard Place is used by residents of not just Orchard Place but Thrift Street, Ash Close, Woodlands Road, properties at the rear of Farndish Road as well as other local people using it for access. They have used this access for over 50 years or indeed longer.  
· The full width of the road is required for access by Emergency Services and Refuge Collection. This was noted in 2016 when a proposal was suggested to bollard and close off Orchard Place by a resident. Other residents objected at the time as access had been used for over 50 years if not longer by local residents over the unadopted road.  
· The Parish Council also has concerns about the so-called Edwardian appearance of the proposal of the property and its design in the streetscape.  
· They feel the application goes against Policy 3, Policy 8 and Policy 9 of the Joint Core Strategy 
 
23/68
 Correspondence

· A complaint was received regarding the state of the footpath in Woodlands Road due to overhanging trees and overgrown vegetation.  This was reported to fixmystreet who agreed to clear the footpath but not deal with the tree problem.  Councillors were asked to monitor the area.
· Request had been received to replace the dog bin in Woodlands Road however the council decided to monitor its use

· It was agreed to join the Rural Market Town Group for the free 6 months and then decide if membership should be paid.
23/69
 Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
23/70
 Promotion Agreement Austin Close
The recommendations from Addisons for the promotion agreement were sent to the promoters agent however a full response has not yet been received.  The soft market research has been carried out of which it is advised to include within the promotion agreement.
Meeting closed at 8.35 pm











Chair

These minutes are draft until agreed at the next full council meeting
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