IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 27th April 2016 at Village Hall, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

                      Councillors


P Smith 
D May

Mrs A May
JP Carr

  L Ellis-Day 
L Brown

M May
D Shroll

J Dunkley
R Elliott

  C Elliott
T Maguire
Apologies - Resolved apologies received and accepted from Cllrs J Gibson & N Greenhalf
There were 9 members of the public present and PCSO Donna Fenner
15/125
DPI –  
Fair other interest Cllr Maguire


Farndish Road planning Cllr L Brown – other interest
15/126
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 30th March 2016 were agreed as a true record.
15/127
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Police - Irchester Burglary Non Dwelling – 

Alfred Street Sport Club –




Irchester Country Park, entry to building through roof, not known if anything has been taken.




High Street, entry to garage, padlocks cut, tools stolen. 




19th Hole, Entry via rear, fruit machine opened, awaiting forensic results.
Criminal Damage – School Lane – Window smashed.
Attempt Burglary – Saxon Rise – Entry attempted but not gained.
Attempt Burglary Non Dwelling – 

Units to rear of Parsons Hall, Entry attempted but not gained.


Thrift Street, attempt to gain entry to garage.



Berrill Street, attempt to gain entry to garage.


Harassment – Domestic Related, offender being dealt with.
Theft from Motor Vehicle – Station Road, van broken into, items stolen.
Criminal Damage to Vehicle – School Road – Window Smashed
Assault – Domestic Related, offender dealt with.

Little Irchester - Assault – London Road, near to Whitworths, currently being investigated.

Possession of Drugs – Vehicle stopped on London Road.

Criminal damage to vehicle – London Road, offender known and being dealt with.
Police stated that many rural crimes at the moment involved white vans being targeted and tools being taken. Police have no tools stickers for the vans if required.
Council mentioned that there is no update of when criminals are being caught.  It was stated that solid evidence was required before an arrest could take place.  Operation at present with officers patrolling rural areas in order to reduce crime.  Irchester being part of the operation that was due to end shortly.
Public –
Post Office – concern was raised regarding the post office moving near to the recreation ground stating that there could be a problem with parking in Thrift Street.  With the proposal that bollards be placed in Orchard Close could cause further problems.  Chair stated that the unadopted road was not the responsibility of parish council or highways but was a civil matter that all of the road users would need to agree to.
Concern was raised regarding the overgrowing vegetation opposite the Country Park.
Chair thanked the police and public for their comments.
15/125
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
	Agenda
	Task
	By
	Completed/comments

	March
	Reports to Street Dr re Newtown Rd path and Irchester crossing
	Clerk
	770978/9

	
	Play equipment review
	Rec Grp
	To organise

	
	Order 2 Defibrillators
	Clerk
	Ordered

	
	Parking School Road/Lane
	Cllrs
	Monitor after works completed

	
	Order chains for swings in Daniels Road
	Clerk
	Ongoing

	
	Contact Development Control Manager re Solar farm
	Clerk
	Emailed 31/3/16

	
	Confirm Patrol Crossing funding
	Clerk
	Completed 31/3/16

	
	Highways Station Road
	TM
	

	
	Write to post office regarding changes
	Clerk
	Completed

	
	Waste Licence application
	Clerk
	Completed

	
	Balfour Beatty light no 33 Station Rd/Parsons corner
	Clerk
	Letter sent

	
	
	
	


· Solar Farm development – Information had been received from highways regarding the grass verge, which had been replaced after trenching had taken place, stating that as the area was not a designated wildflower area there was no need for them to replace the daffodil bulbs.  If the pc wished to plant bulbs in the area of the war memorial then highways had no objections.
15/129
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £6926.50 for April 2016 be approved.  
b)
The bank statement as of £113,564.69 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and L Brown authorise the bacs payments for April 2016.
d)
The request for grant funding for the Neighbourhood Watch had been received.  It was agreed to ask the NH Watch co-ordinator for a plan as to where the signs required will be located before agreeing to purchase them and it was agreed to allocate £50.00 towards administration costs. Information was requested regarding membership numbers and suggestion was made that members were contacted via email if possible in order to reduce printing.  It was also suggested by WBC that members could fund raise by holding a coffee morning etc.in order to support the group.
e)
It was agreed that the Clerk could purchase 10th Edition of Charles Arnold Baker Local Council Administration at a cost of £92.00 less the Clerk discount when published in July.
15/130
Recreation Grounds
a) Repairs – it was stated that the swing chains were being monitored and may be purchased in the near future.  The skate park contractor had visited site as there had been a problem with the copings becoming loose again and a concrete block in one section needed repair.
b) RESOLVED that the fair could attend and use the recreation ground in Wollaston Road from 16th – 23rd May at a cost of £250.00 per week with Cllr Dunkley doing the H & S risk assessment.
c) Improvements to Denton Close were considered and it was suggested that a neighbouring property could be contacted or the land sold.  It was suggested to contact WBC regarding Housing Associations that may be interested.
15/131
Highways – 
a) Street Doctor updates 
770978 High Street crossing markings – under review






770979 Newtown Rd footpath – defect does not meet NCC levels of intervention






761092 Knuston Hill Sign – Work complete






759473 Arkwright Road – Footpath – Highways to monitor No action
b) Information regarding accidents along Station Road had been received from Highways, via the JAG meeting, stating that there had been 7 incidents with in the last 3 years.  This was discussed at JAG meeting where it was stated that incidents were mainly due to speed, however it was noted that the information given regarding incidents may be incorrect. Discussion took place regarding VAS signs for Station Road area and also other areas within the parish.  It was suggested that highways attend in order to make recommendation on Section 50 licence and positioning of signs.
c) A response had been received from Lighting Northamptonshire regarding the positioning of the light that used to be at the junction of Station/Parsons Road.  It was stated that the position of the new lights meets the new P6 regulations regarding positioning etc.  Councillors suggested the working party look at all the lights once the programme has been completed.
d) There was no highway warden report for Irchester
15/132
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) There was no update to the highway warden report for Little Irchester.
b) The repair of the village sign base had been added to the lengthsman job list
15/133
Planning
· WP/16/00121/OUT – Matters reserved amended re 2 single dwellings 94 and Annex Farndish Road – No comment
· WP/16/00160/FUL – Rear single storey annex and 1st floor ext 28 James Street – No comment

· WP/16/00179/FUL – Rear extension 6 Pendered Road Wellingborough – No comment

· WP/16/00159/LBC – Preservation of Chester Farm - No comment write to say welcome the plans and look forward to the completion.
· WP/16/00133/VAR – Variation of condition 3 landscaping works – Lark Energy – No comment
· WP/16/00225/FUL – Land adj 153 Bradshaw – new dwelling – no comment
15/134
Neighbourhood Plan
A report was emailed to councillors regarding the NHP progress.  
15/135
Cemetery 
a) Registrars report was emailed to councillors. It was suggest that Cllr Carr meet with the registrar to see if owners of the graves in need of repair could be traced.
b) RESOLVED that the tree works for the cemetery take place asap.
15/136
Community

a) Discussion took place regarding the producing of a village Welcome leaflet.  It was agreed that councillors look at the draft and submit ideas
b) Best Village Competition – The judges to attend the village on either 24th May.  All organisations welcome to join them at 10-10.30am when they arrive at the Bowls Club.
c) Defibrilator for Little Irchester – discussion took place regarding the housing of the equipment.  It was agreed that Lt Irchester councillors look at the entrance to Wellingborough Homes flats and/or Hilton Hall.
d) A response from the post office had been received regarding the moving of the current location.  It was agreed to write back to them stating concerns regarding opening times, parking and security.
e) Wellingborough Local Plan – It was agreed a separate meeting should be held on 17th May at 11.30am to discuss the amendments to the plan.
f) Wollaston recycling centre –  Cllr Carr abstained from voting due to his WBC commitments. It was suggested that if the site closed then fly tipping may arise however it was.proposed not to contribute towards the cost.  A counter proposal was made to make contribution but this was not upheld.  RESOLVED not to make a contribution.
15/137
Correspondence

Correspondence had been received from the following:

· The Annual Parish Meeting had been arranged for Tuesday 17th May at 7.00pm in the Village Hall

· WBC Annual meeting to take place on 17th May 2016

· Bollards Orchard Place – comments noted
· Letter re litter picking from resident – comments noted
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm
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