



IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 30th January 2019 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



K Watts – In the Chair

Councillors

JP Carr

P Smith 

Mr D May
C Elliott

R Elliott



P Armstrong

T Maguire

D Shroll

L Brown
A May

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 5 members of the public present and PC Scott Descrochers(PCSD)
Apologies given to the Clerk -   Cllrs J Gibson, Lesley Ellis Day, J Dunkley & NCC M Griffiths.
Other Apologies -  Cllr M May – given by A May   

Absent Councillors: None

18/89
Public participation
RESOLVED that Standing Order be suspended for up to 30 minutes in order for the police to answer questions.  PCSD stated that there were 4 new officers starting for the rural areas and 4 PCSO’s although 1 was still on light duties.  Crimes figures for Irchester were similar to Earls Barton and Finedon
Questions sent were:

1. Could the police supply us with details of the number of crimes that took place in the parish in 2018 – total crimes 208
2. Are they able to break them down into types for 2018 .-  There was an Increase in burglaries, violence without injury 31 crimes with injury 23 crimes internet crime 4 stalking harassment 10 sexual offences 5 Anti social behaviour 93(which was reduced from 2017). Shop lifting 1
3. How many of these crimes where successful in catching the criminals – 34 arrests recorded
4. Are they able to tell us the amount of time there has been a police presence in the village in 2018 – as crimes in other areas are 6 fold then Irchester has no set days/times when police are in the village. At times it is difficult for the police to deploy 999 calls and officers need to be bought in from other areas.
5. Do they still have the policy of police vehicles driving through the village to get to places. – many drive through the village but not aware of set policy
6. How do these facts and figures compare to previous years – the figures from 2017 were 200 so there was an increase of 8 crimes
7. What can we as a Parish Council do or what can the community do to help. – Street Watch, resume the biannual walk of the village with the new PCSO. Wellingborough Homes and Highways
PCSD stated that if vehicles are parked on the zig zag lines of the zebra crossing then the vehicle registration should be sent to the police.

Chair thanked Scott for his attendance

Crime prevention details had been sent asking if pcs/communities would like to hold a presentation.  All councillors agreed it was a good idea if someone could liaise with the police to be held in one of the community buildings.
Standing Orders resumed
Public – Mobility scooter unable to use the path near the recreation ground due to cars parked too near to the trees.
18/90
DPI's

DPI’s – None recorded
18/91
Minutes
The minutes from 28th November 2018 were agreed as a true record

18/92
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
a) Planning responses – completed – Edward Rd refused
b) Birchwood Associates commissioned as consultant for the library in producing a feasibility study and business plan



c) Letter sent Traveller site re horses – no response received





d) Police – letter sent – response received
from Home Office – read to councillors



e) Byelaw information – sent to councillors and requested to be added to the February agenda
]

f) Letter NCC library  - consultation now in progress
g) Unitary talk updated to February meeting


18/93
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £12,089.39 for December 2018 and £14,586.85 for January 2019 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
Payment was made to Birchwood Associates of £2749 regarding the library Consultant
Cheque for Mr Line was sent before the headstone had been repaired.
[image: image2.emf]
b) Current financial statement – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and JP Carr to authorise the bacs payments for January 2019

d) RESOLVED to set the precept at £99737.00 for 2019/20
e) RESOLVED to purchase a printer £74.18, cabinet £189.99 and storage boxes up to £250.00 for archived materials to be stored under the stage at the Village Hall
f) RESOLVED that the Clerk attend the Cemetery Management course run by NCALC in June £89.00 and also the H & S online courses £35.00,£95.00 & £320.00
18/94
Recreation Grounds
a) The annual inspection of the play areas had been carried out of which the report stated that £7500 would need to be spent on equipment repairs within the next 12 months.  It was stated that a sign needed to be installed stating that some play equipment would need adult supervision which the pc agreed to.
b) Discussion took place regarding the request for Tyanna Circus to hire the Recreation Ground from 2nd to 9th June.  It was stated that the group would need to pay the deposit by end of February and that risk assessments etc would need to be received at least one month before attending the village.
18/95
Highways – 
a) It was stated that highways had carried out some pot hole repairs and marked others however the fillings had deteriorated due to the recent bad weather.  These should be reported again to Street Doctor.
b) RESOLVED to accept the Section 136 grass cutting mowing agreement with NCC for 2019/20
18/96
Little Irchester/Knuston
Nothing to report

18/97
Planning
WP/19/00001/FUL Proposal: The retention of an existing Network Rail vehicle track and compound., Location: Land Off Ditchford Road, Irchester  

· Agree with Conservation Officers concerns and recommendation for a site viewing

· We welcome the very strong views of English Heritage regarding this proposal

· Goes against Policy 2 (Heritage Policy) of the Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester NHP which states. Any development in the NHP and the Parish of Irchester will

· Be designed to protect, preserve, or enhance the significance of designated heritage assets in the parish in particular:

· Scheduled Ancient Monument of the Roman Town of Irchester and preceding Iron Age Settlement at Chester Farm and its associated Grade II* and Grade II Listed Building

· Concerns about the safety access to the site from Ditchford Lane and the overall view of the compound within the landscape.
WP/19/00009/FUL Proposal: Retention of roof mounted 9.87KWp solar photovoltaic panels on front elevation Location: Irchester Bowls Club, 110 High Street, Irchester – No comment

WP/19/00014/FUL Proposal: Single storey rear extension Location: 49 Gipsy Lane, Irchester, - No comment

WP/19/00017/FUL Proposal: Proposed single storey dwelling with off road parking and amenity land Location: Former Garden Land Adjacent, 7 Bradshaw Way, Irchester, No Comment – apart from concern about proposed dwelling is on a bend even though a dropped kerb exists. Also the bungalow is to be built in the same style, brickwork etc as the other current dwellings in Bradshaw Way so it sympathetically fits in.
WP/18/00804/FUL – Demolition of buildings and construction of new mill – Whitworths Victoria Mills – The Irchester Parish Council welcomes  the opportunity for the ongoing and growth agenda for Whitworth Mill and are proud that this long term business is continuing to develop
They welcome the opportunity for employment at the site and other employment the site will offer
The Parish Council realised that the development is within the current confines of the site and will happen on areas that are being demolished. However, having viewed the application the PC has concerns there are no views of the proposed development in the wider landscape (e.g, from Senwick Road) and from further away (across the Nene Valley). For example you only have to look at the nearby warehousing in Claudius Way adjoining the A45 across the Nene Valley from Irthlingborough’s Road and you can see how they impact on the Nene Valley Landscape.  Likewise the Lok it & Store on the Victoria Park next to Tescos which you can see as far away as Bozeat.
They are concerned that all mitigation is put in place for any impact on the SSSI’s that lie nearby along the River Nene in the Nene Valley near to Whitworth Mill
They also have concerns about the Noise impact on the site and hope that something can be done to tone down the current vibrating noise that exists at the Mill and respect also the residents who live in Little Irchester.
They have read the transport assessment with interest as it highlights access to the site by cycles and also by lorries and cars. The Parish have concerns that a safe cycle crossing point will still be available across the London Road entrance to the mill site and what measures can be put in place for safety at this entrance for crossing both by pedestrians and cycles.
The impact of extra traffic from this development on the A509 (London Road) causes concern particularly for those houses that do not have dropped kerbs and driveways on the London Road.  Previous meetings have already taken place with Highways, Wellingborough Homes, County and Borough Councillors on this stretch of road. It is asked that S106 monies are allocated to provide this opportunity to roughly 14 properties – some of which are owned by social housing providers.
The PC also would like to ask for some S106 contributions towards a new bus shelter at Little Irchester to meet the travel assessment for employees to get to work easier.
They would also requested that some S106 contributions are considered for village notices boards and repairs/conservation work undertaken on the War Memorial (erected 1921) which was moved to its current site in 1981  (on the corner of London Road/Daniels Road) adjacent to the A45. The Memorial has suffered from ongoing pollutions from additional vehicles using both the A45 and the London Road and additional traffic will continue to cause deterioration.
18/98
Cemetery/War Memorial
Discussion took place regarding the recent working party meeting and it was stated that the rules and regulations should be more specific regarding the spoil in the cemetery and the responsibility of the under takers and grave diggers.
Query was raised regarding the gravel used on the cremated remains area and it was stated that the council did not specify their requirement of size or type when quotations were received.  For future reference Council must be more specific with their requests for work to be carried out.

After discussion it was agreed:

1. To receive quotations regarding the removal of the mounds of earth from graves that have been left for a number of years. 

2. To agree that the PC contact the relevant persons where the spoil has been removed after a recent burial, requesting that the grave be topped back up as the grave has sunk to an unacceptable level.
3. It was decided to remove the bushes to the Irchester lettering on Station Road corner and decide at a later date an alternative method.
18/99
Community/Consultation Events
a) The Village Voice Working Party had met and recommendation was made to increase the prices for the current adverts by £5.00.  It was mentioned that the 1/8th advert was no longer offered and that those currently advertising using this size in the magazine had paid for their adverts annually.  A cut off date for these adverts could not be given.  It was agreed that the new prices for the June edition should be:
a. New Prices:

i. Whole Page A5 Colour - £105
ii. Whole Page A5 Black and White - £85
iii. Half Page A5 Colour - £65
iv. Half Page A5 Black and White - £45
v. Quarter Page A5 Colour - £35
vi. Quarter Page A5 Black and White - £25
b) It was agreed to advertise the increased prices in the next Village Voice

c) It was agreed to place a large, half a page, advert in the next Village Voice for a volunteer to organise and take over the advertisements.  It was requested that the working party discuss what expenses they should pay a new person to take over the role.
d) Discussion took place regarding the proposed consultation from NCC in respect of the Irchester library.  It was agreed that the working party meet to discuss if a flyer/leaflet could be produced. It was suggested that a flyer could be placed in the village voice for delivery and posters for the notice boards. Funding of up to £500 was suggested to have the leaflet/posters printed in colour.
18/100
Correspondence
· Eon to increase their energy prices from January 2019

· Street Watch introduction – information sent to councillors who agreed not to pursue the project
· Recycling crisp packets programme – Moved to the February Agenda
· Letters from resident regarding problems with pc cherry trees growing on land owned by NCC – Felicity Webber to be contacted regarding the tree roots to determine if they are causing damage. Quotes required to have the larger branches removed.
18/101 
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

18/102
Communication
Concern was raised regarding the lack of communication and it was agreed:
Emails – reply if asked for a response
Planning – site visits – if requested then attend the site viewings
Finance Reports – any questions prior to the meeting to be forwarded to the Clerk
Notifications of meetings – reply regarding attendance
Summons – inform the Clerk of apologies

Councillors were reminded of the Nolan Principles and the Code of Conduct 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00 pm




Chair
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