IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 23rd April 2014 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


I French

Mrs A May

D May

P Smith 



J Dunkley


K Clements
R Elliott


T Maguire
I Nunney
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were approximately 7 members of the public present. 
Apologies  -  Resolved to receive and accept apologies from Cllr  M May, C Painter & D Shroll. Cllr S Homer  from Northants County Council also gave her apologies
115/13
Declarations of DPI and other Interests
None were received
116/13
Minutes

Resolved  that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 2014 were agreed as a true record.
117/13
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

The Chair stated that the public session was for 15 minutes only with individuals speaking for 2 minutes, however due to the planning it was agreed to extend the public session. She stated that the Council did not need to debate issues with the public and any comments they made regarding agenda items would be considered in the meeting.  The public could ask for items to be added to the next agenda.
Police Report - Statistics for March were previously circulated to councillors but no further information was available.  It would appear that crime in the village has increased with several burglaries during the month.  It was stated that police presence in the village was poor.
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Public comments - 
· Neighbourhood Watch(NHW) - the recent meeting had been successful and was attended by several residents, the police and NHW chair.  A new NHW group had been set up for High Street and Arkwright Road Estate and Station road was in progress.  The new groups would liaise with other established ones in the village.
· Request was made for copies of minutes before the meetings - to be addressed by council at a later date

· Station Road proposed development - an exhibition had taken place on 22nd April and concern was raised that the village had not been properly notified.  The pc were asked for their comments on the proposal however the chair stated that when plans were submitted then a public meeting would take place.

Chair thanked the public  for their comments.

118/13
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
101/13 - meeting for Street Watch/special constable - it was felt that the NHW groups would prove useful and that should the parish have Special Constables then other police will be sent elsewhere.
103/13 - patrol crossing - the preschool had sent letters to parents but had received no response however they agreed to fund raise later in the year.

106/13 - mark bays opp Methodist Church - NCC had stated they would not mark the bays

106/13 - Sign fly posting - to monitor

112/13 - There was no response from letters sent to Wollaston School and Wellingborough Norse regarding the litter around the War Memorial

119/13
Financial Matters

· Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £11,658.67 for April 2014 be approved.
· The cheque sent in November for the RBL wreath had not been received so this was cancelled and a new cheque issued

· The bank statement of £119,892.62 was noted
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· It was agreed that Cllr L Brown and I French authorise the bacs payments for April 2014.
· RESOLVED to complete the telephone banking form for Unity Bank in order to allow the Clerk to answer telephone queries when they arise.
· Overhead projector(OHP) - it was stated that there had been 16 possible occasions when an OHP could have been used.  It was agreed to look at costs for a projector and if purchased the council should consider hiring it out.
· Quotations had been requested in respect of the council insurance.  It was RESOLVED to accept to quotation from AON as they had only increased the premium by £30.00 for the forth coming year.
· A report had been received from the internal auditor stating that there were no problems with the accounts for 2013/14.  She did recommend that the council review the Financial Regulations to reflect the changes of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and that the council reserves should be between 6-9 months operating costs.  She also queried the Park Person time sheets and stated that the system used seemed complicated.  The Internal Auditor points were noted and were currently being addressed with the Finance Working Party.
· The annual return for year ending 2013/14 was agreed by council as a true record and signed by the Chair.  Section 2 the Annual governance Statement was completed with all yes answers.
· The clerk was thanked for successfully completing the accounts.
120/13
Recreation

· The hydraulics on the gate in Little Irchester had been adjusted
 but still waiting from the manufacturer regarding problems
· Weed killer had been used in the play area around the edges and had killed the grass leaving large bare areas and also trip hazards where the soil had dropped.


· Quotation for grass mats had been received however installation costs were high.  It was agreed to look at the area again and receive quotes for tarmac and wet pore.
· Skate park - Money had been raised from a charity evening at the Indian Restaurant, car wash and disco.      Other events scheduled include a scalelectric  grand prix at the school, leaflet drop and it was suggested having a tombola stall at the Gala in June.  The Chair also suggested a competition to 'guess the weight of the council'.   WBC S106 monies have also been allocated to the project and an anonymous  donation of £1000 had also been received.
· Mention was made of WBC S106/CIL projects and councillors were asked to bring ideas to the May meeting when the WBC forms could be completed.  RE stated that NCC had requested monies for Chester Farm and cycleway from Irchester to Wollaston.
121/13
Highways – 
· The Highway Warden report was noted placed on the councils website.  A traffic light system had been used which councillors found helpful. James Street had been completed and some pot holes in Knuston filled.
· Agreed  to replace the litter bin for Arkwright Road/Station Road seating area.
· Request had been made by the NHW for the purchase of signs for High Street and Arkwright Road.  RESOLVED to purchase 11 signs at £14.00 per sign.
122/13
Little Irchester/Knuston
· The Highway Warden report was noted and placed on the councils website.  
· Morrison contractors had dug up the grass verge along London Road and had damaged the seat and left the area full of rubble.  This had been reported to the organisation and also to NCC but as yet no response had been received.  Due to the safety aspects the grass contractor had been advised not to cut the area until the problem was resolved.
123/13
Planning

WP/2014/00199/FUL - construction of extension to rear of bungalow and single detached garage - 19 Gipsy Lane - No comment

WP/2014/0076 - conversion of stables to annex and single storey rear extension - 15 Thrift Street - No comment

WP/2014/00250/ADV - Display 3 fascia signs - Co-Op High Street - appropriate contract between zebra crossing beacon and background signs.
124/13
Correspondence

· Details from Dog Trust re micro chipping and owner information

· Details regarding adding social media icons to website.  It was agreed to try Twitter and Pinterest

· Information regarding the help from government for small businesses NI payments

· Village Spring clean booked for 12th July 2014

· Information regarding the wall safety outside the shop in Wollaston Road
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm



Chair
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