IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 30th October 2024 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



K Watts – In the Chair

Councillors

P Armstrong
A Hurley
J-P Carr

A Howden

S East

B Leeson
P Smith

D Schroll

I Macdonald

J Dunkley
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were  members of the public present 
Apologies -  
received from M May & G Brotherston
24/52
Notification of Any Interests
None declared
24/53
Public Questions, Police Report and NNC Update
Public – No questions raised although it was stated that the contractor testing the headstones was impressed with the condition of the cemetery.
Police –  no report was sent to councillors
NNC Update – Leaders report sent to councillors.  
24/54
Minutes

RESOLVED - The minutes from 25th September 2024 meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  

24/55
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Due to inconsistencies in the invoices the full information was not presented to councillors. Once the payments were corrected for October 2024 these would then be approved.  Directs Debit payments pending Yu Energy & Hugo Fox and Information Commissioner
b) The Current financial statement after the payments, but not including the DD’s was not available
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs JP Carr & P Smith to authorise the bacs payments for October 2024.
d) It was agreed to discuss the costs to change emails to .gov.uk at the Budget Meeting.
e) It was agreed to defer items e to h until a later date.
24/56
Recreation Grounds

· The cradle swing has been replaced however the annual inspection still needed to be carried out – Action PO
· Cup for the late Cllr Maguire still pending due to unforeseen circumstances
24/57
Highways
It was noted that some residents in Little Irchester were adding gravel to the grass verge which would need to be reported to Highways
a) The Remembrance Day Services – Order of Service organised, signs out for quotation and councillors asked to help on the day.
b) Information had been sent to councillors regarding the costs of replacing the notice boards in Bradshaw and Roman Way.  It was agreed to look into the matter further by having the pc name added and if planning permission is required.
c) RESOLVED to instigate the gritting programme once the bad weather started.  Cllr Carr to be the liaison to the PO regarding gritting schedule

24/58
Cemetery/War Memorial

The testing of the memorial headstones had been carried out which noted that 31 headstones were deemed unstable.  Notices have been placed on all these headstones stating that a repair needs to be carried out and investigation into the lessees is pending so the Council can officially inform them.
Complaints have been received regarding a plot in Section A where the lessee has planted trees on the plot and covered the whole area in flowers which are encroaching on the surrounding land.  
24/59
Community Facilities
Correspondence had been received from the Bowls Club asking the Parish Council if they could raise the canopy of one of the trees in the car park later in the year/new year.  It was also noted that a further tree may need to be looked at in the future.  The Bowls Club volunteers would carry out the work if agreed.  RESOLVED to allow the Bowls Club volunteers to raise the canopy.
24/60
Correspondence

· Letter had been received from St Katherine’s Church asking if the Parish Council would like to enter the Christmas Tree competition.  It was decided to discuss this at the Budget Meeting.
24/61
 Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
24/62
Staff Issues
Discussion took place regarding the capabilities of the current Clerk.  It was agreed to reinstate the previous Clerk temporarily with a separate RFO and re advertise the position for a qualified Clerk asap.
Meeting closed at 9.00 pm












Chair

These minutes are draft until agreed at the next full council meeting
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