IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Virtual Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th April 2021 via Zoom at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith 
D May

JP Carr


A May

L Brown

R Elliott
A Drage
K Watt

M May 

 
T Maguire
J Dunkley
The meeting started at 7.15pm. there were no other members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr V Wilkinson & D Shroll
A minutes silence was held in respect of the death of HRH Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh.  The Chair stated that a message had been sent to the online Condolence Book from the Parish Council.
20/96
Public participation/Police Report
No members of the public present.  However query was raised through a Councillor as to the changes within the police department.  It was stated that Sgt S Derochers had been promoted to Custody Sargent and that the new rural Sgt was B Hughes.  No contact details were known for him at this moment in time.
20/97
Declaration of Interest

· None declared  
20/98
Minutes
· The minutes from 31st March 2021 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair asap
20/99
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £13,668.01 for April 2021 be approved 
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b) The Current financial statement £158,947.17
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs JP Carr & L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for April 2021 when possible. 
d) RESOLVED to accept the insurance renewal premium of Zurich for a 3 year period.
e) RESOLVED to agree the Annual Governance for accounts year ending 2020/21 – The Internal Auditors report was received where it was stated that in order to reclaim VAT stationery for Councillors to be ordered through the councils account.  Details of the Village Voice accounts to be submitted with next years IA.
f) RESOLVED to approve AGAR Section 1

g) RESOLVED to approve AGAR Section 2

h) Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Financial Risk Assessment were reviewed with no changes

i) Details of a draft face to face meeting policy was discussed.  It was RESOLVED to commence Face to Face meetings from May with the Covid rules and restrictions in place and to review the situation again in August in line with government recommendations.  It was also agreed to continue virtual meetings for Working Parties.
20/100
Village/Cemetery/War Memorial
a) Work was continuing to take place in the cemetery with grass cutting, weed spraying of graves and gravelled areas and installation of tablets and headstones.
b) Discussion took place regarding the placing of seats within the cemetery.  It was agreed not to install further seats at his moment in time and that the Cemetery Working Party should discuss and make recommendations to the council for the future.  
20/101
Planning
· NW/21/00306/FUL – First Floor side extension – 48 Woodlands Road – No comments
· NW/21/00314/FUL – Extension of existing drop kerb – 34 Station Road – No comments
Cllr P Armstrong declared an other interest in the following application

· NS/21/00338/FUL – Single story side extension – 70 Arkwright Road – No comments
20/102
Highways
Nothing to report
.20/103
Play Areas
·  Discussion took place regarding replacing the Seesaw in the play area at Little Irchester.  A quotation had been received and one was pending.  This item was deferred to the next meeting
· It was stated that an engineers visit from Wicksteed would cost £60 plus VAT however the lead time was 12 weeks.  It was agreed to book the engineer.
20/104
Community Information

There was a National campaign for not cutting grass or grass verges during May in order to attract wildlife and insects.  It was proposed that the edge of Austin Close be left in order for this to happen on a permanent basis.  Discussion took place regarding this and it was stated that the pc had received complaints in the past when the area was not fully cut.  RESOLVED not to leave the edges uncut.  A further proposal was made and RESOLVED that a Working Party be set up in May to investigate the orchard and include a wild flower are with it.
20/105
Correspondence
· Request had been received from WI to place knitted poppies on the War Memorial for the Remembrance Day Service – No objections were raised but Council stated that the WI should liaise with the organisers.
· Information had been received from RBLI regarding the purchasing of Unknown Tommy.  It was agreed to purchase 2 Tommys one each for Irchester and Little Irchester.
· A request had been received from Crimewave asking to attend a pc meeting.  It was agreed to ask for further information before agreeing to attendance at a pc meeting.
· The Chair stated that the Patrol Crossing Lady had served for 15 years and had received an award certificate and vouchers.  The Council thanked her for her valued service to the community.

The Chair thanked and wished the following councillors a happy and long retirement -  Cllrs Ann and David May for 26 years of service to the Council and community, Cllr R Elliott for service 13 years and Cllr A Drage who were all standing down.

20/106
Exclusive to public and press
20/107
Grant

The Youth Centre Parsons Hall had requested a community grant from the parish council to help with the repair of building and pathway.  After discussion it was agreed to ask the group for a copy of end of year accounts and loss of income, as per the other organisations, and also to receive a report from the committee as to the future plans of the cherry trees which were causing the damage to the drains and footpath.
20/108
Unused Holiday entitlement
Discussion took place regarding the Clerks unused holiday due to the pandemic.  It was RESOLVED to pay the Clerk for unused holiday for 20/21
Meeting closed at 21.36 pm
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