
IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th June 2014 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Mrs A May


I French

M May


P Smith 

C Painter
J Dunkley


K Clements
D May


T Maguire
J Gibson
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 13 members of the public present. 
A teacher and pupil attended from Irchester Community School to give a presentation to the council regarding their work as Ambassadors of Anti Bullying and the charity events held in order to raise funds for the Diana Ant Bullying Award.  A sign had been design through the school competition and permission was asked of the council to display these signs throughout the village, in particular at the Austin Close Skate Park.  Councillors were happy for posters to be displayed and thanked the school for the presentation.
Apologies  -  Resolved to receive and accept apologies from Cllr  Miss L Brown, I Nunney, R Elliott & Cllr S Homer  from Northants County Council 
14/16
DPI's

M May declared a personal interest in the 14/24 Station Road development and K Clements declared a personal interest in 14/20 item (f) church Clock.
14/17
Minutes

RESOLVED  that the minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2014 were agreed as a true record with the date of the meeting was corrected to 21st May 2014
14/18
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

The Chair stated that public participation may continue  for 15 minutes after which the public must not take part at any other time during the meeting. Request should be made to the Chair if any member of the public wishes to make a recording of any part of the meeting.  All audible sounds to be switched to silent unless otherwise agreed at the start of the meeting. A report only can also be given by the Police and NCC representatives

Public comments - 
a)  The council were thanked for organising the grass cutting of which the contractor  continually made an excellent job.

b)  Complaint was received regarding the overhanging trees in Farndish Road as they were causing problems to residents and car owners.  It was agreed to write to NCC requesting a schedule to cut back.

c)  Complaint was received regarding the verges and gutters being full of weeds and the footpath in Station Road being almost inaccessible.  Council agreed to write to NCC regarding this.

d)  Resident stated that there had been problems with sewage in the field in Station Road that was being monitored by Anglian Water and the Environment Agency.

e)  It was noted that the vegetation was still obscuring the zebra crossing.  Work had been ordered but not yet carried out by NCC.

f)  Speed limit Gipsy Lane - no progress

g)  A planning application had been received for a large extension in Gipsy Lane and the council were asked to review it on behalf of the neighbours.

Chair thanked the public  for their comments.
Police:
[image: image1.emf][image: image2.emf]
The police were unable to attend the meeting and the council were informed that the Earls Barton Station had closed.
14/19
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
106/13
Fly posting - it was noted that this seemed to be getting worse and offenders should be reported to WBC.
14/20
Financial Matters

a)
Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £13449.47 for June 2014 be approved.  It was requested that more details be added to the Transaction detail.
[image: image3.emf]
b)
The bank statement of £171,590.03 was noted as being available after current payments made.
c)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and I French authorise the bacs payments for June
d)
RESOLVED to purchase a laptop for the Clerk to the value of £599 with Office and business software for £190 
and to reimburse the Clerk the amount through the bacs system upon purchase
e)
Discussion took place regarding the registration of council land and it was RESOLVED to look for a new solicitor 
due to the delays in registering the Bowls Club.
f)
RESOLVED to ask the church for a copy of their  latest accounts and to obtain 3 quotations for repair work to 
the clock before further discussion
g)
RESOLVED to arrange a maintenance programme of all council assets and set aside monies in forthcoming 
budgets.
14/21
Recreation Grounds
a)
New signs had been installed but 2 had already been removed.  Discussion took place regarding the length of 
time repairs were taking and it was agreed that playground manufacturers would be asked to complete all 
repairs in future.

b)
Entrance to the play area to be monitored

c)
Skatepark - the application for funding from Sita had been refused.  The community continued to raise funds 
and had donated £80 from the gala tombola and cakes, £21 guess the weight of the councillors.  £500 was due 
from the Gala committee for the leaflet drop and Feoffee charity had pledged £1500.  Although S Homer could 
not attend the meeting she did confirm that she would donate the same amount as the youths had raised which 
currently is approximately £2k towards the project.  The Airforce Association also confirmed they would make a 
donation and the Reachout Church would be holding a quiz night.  A further car wash was scheduled for July. 

PCSO R Head had been to the Austin Close area on several occasions to monitor it and had stated that, given 
permission, she would use the scout building as a point of contact.  Under the Freedom of Information statistics 
had been received indicating a total of 8 incidents in the area over a 12 month period.


A meeting had taken place with the youths, parents, councillors and Mavericks to determine the design of the 
skate park.


After further discussion it was RESOLVED to commence the skate park project in September 2014 and that the 
council would commit to funding the skate park and access problems to a value of £72,000 provided the 
contractor agreed to staged payments in order for the community to raise further funds.  However if further 
funding was not forthcoming the parish council would be contracted to pay the total amount.

d)
S106 - it was agreed to defer this until the August meeting and that the working party meet before then to 
discuss projects.

e)
It was agreed to access the whole of the Austin Close site, including the meadow, wild flower area  once the 
plans for the skate park had been received.

f)
Discussion took place  the Irchester Utd Football Club using the recreation ground on Saturday mornings 
during September 2014 - April 2015, terms and conditions and cost of refreshment van.  It was RESOLVED to 
continue to charge £20.00 for the refreshment van and that the club would need to supply a generic risk 
assessment, relevant insurance, fixture dates in advance, complete the inspection forms with the councillors, 
remove the rubbish and mud from paths etc and work with the whole council regarding decisions to be made in 
respect of damage to the ground through parking/inclement weather etc.
14/22
Highways – 
a)
The Highway Warden report was noted placed on the councils website.  A traffic light system had been used 
which councillors found helpful.  

b)
A request had been received from a resident to extend the yellow lines outside number 60 High Street.  It was 
agreed to complete the TRO and send to NCC for their consideration.
c)
Litter bins Little Irchester - deferred to the August meeting

d)
The replacing of the small litter bin with a larger bin outside the Co-op - deferred  to August meeting
e)
Dog fouling - discussion took place regarding the problems within the village with dog fouling.  It was agreed to 
seek community help in tackling the problem and raise awareness.  RESOLVED to purchase Bone Dog holder 
to hand out to dog walkers which would tie in with the Borough Councillors Spring clean day on 12th July 14 for 
an approximate cost of £18.00 per 36 bones up to a value of £100.00.  Further information and stickers had 
been received from WBC and Keep Britain Tidy and it was RESOLVED to make a donation for the 'dog poo 
fairy' stickers of £20.00 and order more supplies.

f)
Purchasing and placing of additional dog bins in the parish - deferred to August meeting
g)
The  reduction of the speed limit in Knuston  -  under review at NCC.
h)
 DPPO - RESOLVED to purchase 4 signs of the original design at a cost of £49.00 plus delivery.
i)
Discussion took place regarding the state of the verges and  if some control could be taken by the pc regarding 
clearance.
j)
Repairs to the junction to A45 regarding the flooding problems scheduled for November 2014
k)
Sewage problems being monitored by Anglian Water and Environment Agency
l)
 RESOLVED to notify NCC regarding the vegetation left on the footpath in Townwell Lane
m)
RESOLVED to cut  the tree base growth of 6 trees near to the zebra crossing opposite the recreation 
ground 
n)
The purchasing of a variety of flags was deferred to the next meeting once a list had been compiled.
14/23
Little Irchester/Knuston
a)
The Highway Warden report was noted and placed on the councils website.
b)
Western Power had been on site to access the damage caused by their sub contractor Morrison's.  The grass 
verges had been cleared of debris and cut and the area where lorries had been parking was reduced in order to 
prevent parking.  A recycled seat with arm rests had been ordered and would be installed once received.

14/24
Planning - The following applications had been received:

b)
To discuss the following planning applications:

	WP/14/00323/FUL
	Rear Extension with room in roof
	173 Wollaston Road - No comments raised

	WP/14/00345/FUL
	Demolition of conservatory & erection of 2 storey side and single storey extensions
	31 Beech Crescent - No comments raised


	WP/14/00360/FUL
	Front & Rear side extensions
	61 Gipsy Lane - Parish council to request a site viewing


	WP/14/00361/FUL
	1st Floor Extension
	33 School Road - No comments received


WP/14/00298/OUT Station Road outline planning application - Outline Application: Development of up to 150 dwellings (including the option of a retail unit), with accesses off Station Road (including a roundabout at the eastern end of the site), public open space, play area, footpaths, new footbridges across stream, drainage attenuation and landscaping had been submitted to WBC but the statutory consultation letter had not been received by the Council.  It was agreed to write to the planning officer and ask for the consultation letter so that an extra ordinary meeting could be arranged to discuss the application.
14/25
Community Assets

a)
Formal request had been received from Bowls Club for the parish council to allow them to install solar panels.  
RESOLVED to give permission for the Bowls Club to install solar panels.

b)
It was agreed that the Bowls Club could flyer the car park regarding parking problems before holding an event.
c)
It was agreed to monitor the amount of litter found around the Village Hall site.

d)
RESOLVED that the Chair and clerk sign the forms required for the Football Foundation in order for the Sports 
Association to receive the grant towards the new changing pavilion.
14/26
Cemetery

a)
It was stated that moles in the cemetery were causing problems to graves.  It was RESOLVED to delegate 
power to the Clerk and Chair to have work carried out as long as the cost was no more than £250.00
14/27
Correspondence

a)
It was agreed not to include advertisements to council notice boards/website
b)
It was agreed to display Handy wise and Sofa wise posters
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm



Chair
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