IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 26th April 2017 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
Pam Armstrong
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L Ellis Day
T Maguire 
M May  

D Shroll
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 6 members of the public present.  A presentation was made by Mick George regarding the proposal for a planning application for Gipsy Lane waste site. 
Mick George spoke to the pc regarding opening a landfill site for inert materials on land in Gipsy Lane.  Several questions were asked from councilors and members of the public:

Q – How many loads per day and what route will they take? A – 50 loads between 7am and 6pm averaging 5 per hour.  Traffic will be routed from Westerly direction and report alerts would be sent if travelling through the village.

Q – Why is the Planning Application going to NCC? A – The landfill scheme is determined by NCC and not the Borough Council of Wellingborough although they are a statutory consultee.

Q – Are the inert materials mineral waste? A – Yes inert materials are not chemically changed or altered, usually soil from construction sites which are WAC tested and need a waste transfer note.
Q – Will there be Lorry spillage and mud on the road? A – All Lorries will be sheeted, a temporary road on site to be created and road sweeper used if required.  There will also be a wheel bath, wheel wash and jet wash on site.
Q – Where is the site access? A – The access anticipated to be half way between the country park and travellers site.
Q – Will there be extra loads with no inert material? – The Environment Agency issues the permits and loads are tested before tipping.  Compliance tests are carried out and the Environment Agency will carry out an audit of the site.
Q – Previous landfill caused a great deal of problems for the area.  What has changed? A – Landfill is strictly regulated.  The inert materials will not break down unlike house waste.

Q – Query regarding the wildlife and radon gas seeping into the village A – Wildlife assessment and bird surveys had been carried out.

It was stated that there is a landfill site in Ringstead that councillors could visit, maybe in groups of 4 or 5 so that working could be seen first-hand.  Council asked that the Clerk to Ringstead be contacted for information on their experience.

Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from:  - Cllrs L Brown & J Dunkley
16/127
DPI's – T Maguire on planning and M May on M George
16/128
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Police Stats: No Stats received and no police were in attendance
Public: 

- Concern was raised regarding the potential noise from the landfill site in Gipsy Lane.

- Concern was raised regarding the retrospective planning in Ditchford as it was felt the surroundings had been spoilt

- Concern was raised regarding the use of the permissive footpaths in that walkers were allowing dogs to run free through the farmer’s crops and upset the wildlife.  It was suggested that an article be placed in the Village Voice reminding walkers to be responsible.

- Concern was raised regarding HGV’s coming through the village from Rushden

- Noted that the A509 in Little Irchester was closed all day on 5th May – no reason known

- Concern was raised regarding the lack of police presence in the village and it was felt that they were being diverted to the towns rather than the villages.  It was stated that although a police car was parked within the village the PCSO’s should be seen walking.

16/129
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 29th March 2017 were agreed as a true record.  
16/130
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Letter to Rushden Neighbourhood Plan

· Letter to police re meeting attendance

· Letter to highways re potholes

· Nationwide account

· Contact Ramblers Association re footpath

· Order roundabout repair

· Order lighting repairs

16/131
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £13,469.70 for April 2017 be approved.  
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b)
The bank statement £103,540.10 as of April 2017 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr JP Carr and P Armstrong authorise the bacs payments for April
d)
2016/17 Year End figures were presented to councillors.  Several questions were asked regarding the information provided and councillors felt that they needed some in house training on the reports.  Councillors thanked the Clerk for submitting the end of year accounts which were approved by the Internal Auditor.
16/132
Recreation Grounds
Roundabout – Further damage had been caused to the roundabout.  Parts for the repair were not due to arrive until 11th May so the roundabout was wrapped up and hazard taped advising residents not to use it.
Wet pore – severe damage had been made to the wet pore around the swings near to the basketball area.  The cost of repair was £415.00 plus VAT.  Work had been instructed after agreement with the Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk as this was regarded as a safety issue.  RESOLVED that this was the correct course of action to take and the area had been repaired within a few days.
16/133
Highways – 
a) Street Doctor Responses : pot holes had still not been repaired
b) Discussion took place regarding the registering of the definitive footpath.  The Ramblers Society had been notified however they did not have any historical data or photographs that could help with the application.  It was therefore agreed to deferred the request
c) Information had been received from NCC asking for the top 10% of footpaths used and bottom 10% of footpaths least used.  Details were given to Cllr D May to look into,
d) Details of the Section 50 licence had been received regarding the placing of the VAS signs.  It was stated that the road covered were not as agreed and query raised as to why they couldn’t be included.
e) Discussion took place regarding dog fouling signs and it was agreed to get the dog posters laminated and installed throughout the village again.
f) Discussion took place regarding the quotation for the replacement post for the village sign.  RESOLVED to accept the quotation for £485.00 to replace the post
16/134
Little Irchester/Knuston
Road closure 5th May all day – no reason given
16/135
Planning

· WP/17/00167/FUL Retrospective re retention of sheds & containers, additional jetty, retention of clubhouse – Ditchford Pit – Site visit requested.  Felt that it conflicts with the NNJPU and JCS on policy 3, 4 and 20 and was not developed as per the original application.
· Appeal Land between 75A and 75B High Street Irchester – no further comment to make
16/136
Neighbourhood Plan

No further progress at the moment
16/137
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) Registrars report sent to Cllrs.
b) Discussion of the cleaning of the war memorials took place.  As this was a listed structure it was agreed to find out further information.  The plaque which lists the names of those who died also needed to be repaired.
16/138
Community Issues

a) It was stated that the judges for the Best Village Competition would be attending on Wednesday 24th May 2017.  It was agreed to meet at the Bowls Club, visit the church and Lab 13, and have historic books and information on display, photos and a power point.
b) Discussion took place regarding the registering of community assets.  It was agreed that the Finance Group look at the buildings within the parish for recommendation to be included on the register.
16/139
Correspondence
· Consultation from NCC re Sensory Impairment Service Review 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm
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