IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 24th February 2016 2016 at Village Hall, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

                      Councillors


P Smith 
D May

Mrs A May
JP Carr

  L Ellis-Day 
L Brown

N Greenhalf
J Gibson

T Maguire
  D Shroll


The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 8 members of the public present. There was no representatives from NCC or police.
Chair stated that the public can record the meeting and use social media if they require. 
Apologies - Resolved apologies received and accepted from Cllrs J Dunkley, R & C Elliott & M May & S Homer from NCC
15/98
DPI – None Declared
15/99
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2016 were agreed as a true record.
15/100
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
The parish councillors and Borough councillors were thanked for supporting the residents of Little Irchester regarding the planning application for 200 dwellings that was refused by Wellingborough Council.  It was stated that the speakers made a good representation particularly by a 13 year old youth of the village.  It was also suggested that the Chair and parish councillors should speak in the future at prominent planning meetings.  
It was stated that the enquiry for Station Road had not been added to the agenda however the pc had not been officially informed of the appeal date.
Crime Stats Irchester

Burglary –Wollaston Road, Nothing taken, entry gained by rear door, offender in custody awaiting court.

Station Road, TV, IPad stolen. Awaiting soco results

Attempt Burglary – High Street, Garage broken into nothing take, no lines of enquiry.

Fraud – Station Road, Internet Fraud

Robbery – Sports Club Alfred Street – Enquiries ongoing and Soco results pending.

Harassment – Warren Close – Internet based.

Theft – Grange Close – Parcel Stolen

Theft from Vehicle – Gypsy Lane, nothing actually stolen. No lines of enquiry.

Obscene Publications – Offender being dealt with.
Burglary Non Dwelling – x 3 Gipsy Lane, Shed broken into, lawn mower stolen.Co-Op High Street, cash till stolen

Little Irchester

Theft from Vehicle – Number Plates stolen, London Road

Assault – A45 Egg thrown from car at road workers

Fuel Theft – x3 A45 Services, enquiries being made to locate owners of vehicles

Knuston

Assault – Station Road – Offender dealt with

Theft – 
Knuston Farm, unit broken into and tools stolen.

Burglary –Knuston Farm, Unit Broken into, 2 vehicles stolen later recovered, awaiting CCTV and Forensics Additional unit broken into, nothing taken.
Public need to be aware that number plates are being taken and that the crime figures have increased.
Chair thanked the public for their comments.
15/101
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
	Agenda
	Task
	By
	Completed/comments

	Jan
	Recreation Weed killing
	Clerk
	Ordered

	
	Yellow Lines form
	Clerk
	Completed

	
	Bradshaw vegetation cut back
	Clerk
	NCC dealing

	
	Poached areas in play grounds
	Clerk
	Added to lengthsman list

	
	Play equipment review
	Rec Grp
	To organise

	
	Procurement procedures
	Fin Grp
	Meeting 2 March

	
	Parking School Road/Lane
	Cllrs
	Monitor after works completed


15/102
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £8118.06 for February 2016 be approved.  An adjustment had to be made of 80pence as the WBC bill was actually £4432.80
[image: image1.emf]
b)
The bank statement as of £123,206.477 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and L Brown authorise the bacs payments for February 2016.
d)
The request for grant funding for the ABC Pre-School in order to have the wet pore outside area of the Village Hall completed by end May 2016 was discussed.  It was RESOLVED to grant the pre-school £670.00, or the balance after all other fund raising had been calculated, towards the work.
15/103
Recreation Grounds
a) Repairs to the equipment from the annual report were ongoing.
b) Discussion took place regarding the installing of grass matting to the seating area near to the skate park in Austin Close.  It was RESOLVED to accept the quote of £1670 + VAT.
c) Discussion took place regarding the installing of grass matting to the poached area of the recreation ground near to Alfred Street. It was RESOLVED to order the heavy duty grass matting for the lengthsman to install.
15/104
Highways – 
a) The request for yellow lines in the Arkwright area had been submitted to NCC.
b) Complaints had been received regarding the amount of litter being experienced in the Arkwright area.  It was agreed to ask the owners of the care homes to respond regarding the litter and parking problems as it was suggested that some of the problem had been caused by staff etc.  To be reviewed in March.
c) Discussion took place regarding the possibility of purchasing a VAS sign to be placed in the area of Station Road due to the amount of accidents taking place in that area.  It was stated that a section 50 licence would be required from NCC as well as the sign, battery etc.  It was agreed to discuss the problems initially with highways
SO suspended in order for member of the public to speak. – Speeding may have caused the initial problem however another vehicle was involved and injuries received. The police have stated that average speed cameras would not be suitable in that area.  It was stated that installing a VAS sign some motorist may speed to trigger the sign.  Marker boards were also suggested.  SO resumed.
15/105
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) No highways report as no new issues were raised.
15/106
Planning
· Appeal re Outline planning application for Chester Road/High Street – Chair to speak at the appeal.
· Appeal 203 Wollaston Road re demolition of bungalow and erection new dwelling amended plans – no further comments
· Approval of reserved matters WP/16/0072/REM Land Adj 153 Bradshaw Way – original application had reserved matters – 2 bed house with space for parking – new plans 3 beds with ensuite etc – query the parking space width and visual appearance
· WP/16/0061/LB – retrospective application for replacement windows, door and replacement thatch 25 High Street (Cllr Carr left the room as he declared an interest). No comments made
· Station Road appeal listed for 7th June 2016
15/107
Neighbourhood Plan
A report was emailed to councillors regarding the NHP progress.  
15/108
Cemetery 
a) Registrars report was emailed to councillors.
b) It was suggested that the cemetery grass be cut asap.

15/109
Community

a) A volunteer was required to collate information for the Village Voice in order to get the magazine ready for the printer.  It was stated that an advert had been placed in the magazine.  To be added to the March agenda.
b) Discussion took place regarding the purchasing and siting of a defibrillator for the village.  It was stated that there is a possibility that the library may house one in the future.  It was suggested that a speaker attend a meeting to advise council.
c) Discussion took place regarding the amount of litter being found near to where the school children wait for the bus.  It was agreed to write to Wollaston School asking if they would consider designing a poster.  A monetary reward was offered for 1st to 3rd places of £10, £10 and £5.00.
d) Discussion took place regarding the purchasing of a wireless microphone system for the council meetings as it was stated that some councillors and members of the public could not always fully hear discussions/comments.  It was agreed to borrow a set to test.
e) Discussion took place regarding the village entering the Best Village Competition it was agreed to complete the application form.
15/110 Consultation to NNJPU

Discussion took place regarding the amendments to the NNJPU:

a) MM2 protection of farmland near to the SSI in Nene valley – pc to support the new wording
b) MM3 re strengthen priority to be given to development of brownfield sites. Developer pressed for this to be watered down at the enquiry. Key change which the pc supports.
c) MM11 good criteria for rural exceptions – pc supports the changes
d) MM24 protection of heritage assets- under the renewable and low carbon energy where the heritage assets need to be taken into consideration.
Agreed to write to the NNJPU and support the changes to the above.
15/111
Correspondence

None received other than discussed in the agenda.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.07pm
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