IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 1st May 2014 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


I French

M May


P Smith 

C Painter
J Dunkley


K Clements
R Elliott


T Maguire
D Shroll
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were approximately 4 members of the public present. 
Apologies  -  Resolved to receive and accept apologies from Cllr  Mrs A & D May, & Cllr S Homer  from Northants County Council 
14/01
Election of Chair and Acceptance of Office

Nominations were received for the office for chair for Mrs P Armstrong.  It was RESOLVED That Councillor Mrs P Armstrong be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.  The Acceptance of office form was then signed.

14/02
DPI's

All councillors present completed an amendment DPI form.  No interests declared
14/03
Appointment of Members
a)
Vice Chair - Cllr T Maguire
b)
Internal Accounts Controller - Cllr C Painter

c)
Digital Overseer - Cllr L Brown

d)
Definitive Footpaths - Cllr D May
14/04
Appointment of Working Parties

Resolved: that the following working parties are appointed for the ensuring year with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman being ex officios of all.


a)
Highways and Public Lighting – Councillors Mrs J Gibson, D May, C Painter, J Dunkley, R Elliott and 
Borough Councillor JP Carr

b)
Planning and Development – Councillors  J Dunkley, I French, R Elliott and I Nunney


c)
Recreation – Councillors K Clements, Mrs A May, I Nunney, Miss L Brown, P Smith, M May and J Dunkley also 
acting as Safety Inspector and Routine Maintenance


d)
Cemetery – Councillors Mrs A May, C Painter and Mrs D Shroll

e)
Village Voice – Councillors Mrs A May, D May,  Miss L Brown and K Clements


f)
Finance – Councillors  Miss L Brown, K Clements, C Painter and I French

g)
Emergency - Councillors J Dunkley and C Painter


h)
Maintenance - Councillors Mrs J Gibson, D May, C Painter and J Dunkley
14/05
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies

Resolved: that the following appointments be made for the ensuing year.


a)
Irchester Sports Association – Councillors Miss L Brown and R Elliott


b)
Village Hall Committee – Councillor I French


c)
Youth Centre Management Committee – Councillor K Clements


d)
Bowling Club Committee – Councillor Mrs P Armstrong


e)
Highways Wardens – Councillors C Painter &T Maguire for Irchester and J Dunkley for Little Irchester & 
Knuston

f)
Allotment Association – Councillors Mrs A May

g)
Friends of LIbrary  - Councillor R Elliott
14/06
Dates of Council Meetings 2014/15
RESOLVED That the dates and venues for the Council Meetings were agreed and accepted with the AGM to be held on 20th May 2014 as listed below:



25th June 2014



28th January 2015


27th  August 2014


25th February 2015


24th September 2014 (HH)


25th March 2015 (HH)



29th  October 2014


29th April 2015


26th November 2014


20th May 2015 Annual Meeting

14/07
Chair's Report

The Chair gave her report regarding the council activities held through the last year.  She also stated that the annual parish meeting had been well attended with reports from 28 organisations.  A suggestion was made to re introduce the Village Produce Show in September and a committee to organise this for future years was being set up.  
To commence the Ordinary Meeting of Irchester Parish Council
14/08
Minutes

Resolved  that the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd April 2014 were agreed as a true record.
14/09
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

The Chair stated that the public session was for 15 minutes only with individuals speaking for 2 minutes, however due to the planning it was agreed to extend the public session. She stated that the Council did not need to debate issues with the public and any comments they made regarding agenda items would be considered in the meeting.  The public could ask for items to be added to the next agenda.
Police Report - Statistics for April read:
Irchester- 3 burglary dwelling, 1 burglary other, 1 criminal damage, 1 theft from motor vehicle, 3 theft handling and 6 violent offences (which were reported as domestic)

Little Irchester - 2 criminal damage and 1 violent offence

Knuston - 1 burglary other and 1 theft from motor vehicle.
Public comments - 
a)
Residents were concerned regarding the soil, debris and weeds that were growing in the gutters.  Clerk had 
arranged for the road sweeper to attend the village however the council was asked to write to Northants County 
Council asking for the villages to be cleared on a more regular basis.

b)
The youths fund raising for the skate park and community group  were petitioning the residents in support of the 
project.  153 signatures had been obtained to date.  One councillor stated that he had been approached by a 
youth who was very polite, respectful and knowledgeable on the subject.

c)
The pedestrian crossing beacon in Wollaston Road was covered with tree branches and needed cutting back.

d)
Concern was raised regarding the speed limit along Gipsy Lane leaving a 30mph limit to the National Speed 
limit as there was a bus stop and right hand turning just past a bend.  Signs were also covered with vegetation.

e)
Request was made that top covered litter bins be installed near the bus shelter in Little Irchester and that the 
lay-by and path in Knuston be swept.
Chair thanked the public  for their comments.

14/10
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
97/13
Dog fouling - reports had been received regarding problems in School Road.  This had been reported to the Dog Warden, who visited site on 12th May, but 'there was no fouling seen'.  Posters will be placed in problem areas however it was suggested that a community action group be set up.  It was agreed to spray paint, using soluble spray, around the dog mess to highlight them.
14/11
Financial Matters

a)
Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £7710.14 for May 2014 be approved.  The payment for 
the NHP artwork and photographs was queried and it was agreed that for future artwork the Village Voice 
computer and organisers should be used.
b)
The bank statement of £159,744.03 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that £3,000 for the Neighbourhood Plan be carried over into this financial year

d)
RESOLVED to round up employee salaries to the nearest pound

e)
RESOLVED to use CrashProPlan as the external storage backup for the council files at a cost of under £1.00 
per day

f)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and I French authorise the bacs payments for May

g)
RESOLVED to make payments through the bacs system whenever applicable

h)
Discussion took place regarding the type of digital projector the council could use at meetings in the future.  It 
was agreed that the NHP group purchase this equipment through the allocated budget.

i)
Standing Orders, Risk Assessment and Internal Controls were reviewed with no changes.  The financial 
regulations were altered to reflect current changes to legislation and were adopted by council.


After discussion it was agreed to publish draft minutes of meetings on the council website once the chair had 
read them for a probationary period of 6 months.
[image: image1.emf]
14/12
Recreation Grounds
a)
New signs had been installed.  There were several trip hazards within the recreation areas and one 
area in Wollaston Road the safety surface was lifting. 
b)
Weed killer had been used in the play area around the edges and had killed the grass leaving large bare areas 
and also trip hazards where the soil had dropped. A letter had been received from Wellingborough Norse stating 
that they would resoil and reseed these areas.

c)
Quotation for grass mats and tarmac had been received  for the play area entrances on Wollaston Road 
however installation costs were high.  It was agreed that the recreation group look at the area again.
d)
Skate park - A petition objecting to the skate park had been given to the Chair & Clerk on 12th May when they 
were visiting site with the contractor. 31 households had signed the petition including 12 from Austin Close.  The 
points of the petition were raised and the parish council were trying to address them with the following:

1)
Antisocial behaviour with alcohol and drug use - the Clerk had made an appointment with the police to 
discuss these points and agree what action could be taken to minimise them.  Information from Police HQ 
regarding reported crime in the area had also been requested.  Councillors also agreed to visit the area at 
various times to access the situation.  The area was also litter picked approximately 3 times per week and it was 
reported that there were no or little signs of alcohol or drug use found.

2)
Parking and increased traffic in the Close - a Traffic Regulation Order request had been sent to NCC 
Highways requesting that the area be looked at with the possibility of yellow lines


3)
Noise, residents felt that more noise would be generated using the ramps - the pc to take up this issue 
with the contractors and ensure that the design of the park does not exacerbate noise levels

4)
Lack or supervision, curfew or CCTV - The pc discussed this issue but stated that CCTV would not be 
possible as there was nowhere to house a monitor and also felt that a curfew was not applicable on an open 
space area as the park would not be behind a lockable fence.


It was agreed that once the design of the park has been finalised to invite residents to a further consultation 
where they could speak to councillors, contractors and youths about any further concerns or issues.


Suggestion was made that a press statement be prepared.  The Clerk had also spoken to representatives from 
Sita and advised them of the petition.  They confirmed that the funding application would be submitted to the 
board in June for consideration.

e)
S106 projects - It was suggested that hardware for the Clerk be requested through S106 however it was felt that 
this did not meet the criteria and would need to be an agenda item for June.  It was agreed that a working party 
discuss suitable projects to be considered by Wellingborough 
Council and report findings to the next meeting 
in June.  RE to supply criteria information for projects.
14/13
Highways – 
a)
The Highway Warden report was noted placed on the councils website.  A traffic light system had been used 
which councillors found helpful.  It was stated that the drain covers were being stolen in some areas.  There had 
also been a problem with the path in School Lane and a resident had dealt with highways regarding the repairs.
b)
A request had been received from a resident to extend the yellow lines outside number 60 High Street.  This to 
be discussed further at the June meeting.

14/14
Little Irchester/Knuston
a)
The Highway Warden report was noted and placed on the councils website.
b)
Western Power had been on site to access the damage caused by their sub contractor Morrison's.  The 
representative stated that 
the grass verge would be resoiled and reseeded and the council seat would also be 
replaced.  There was concern regarding broken pipes in the grass verge which was under further investigation.  
c)
It was agreed to top soil and reseed the worn away grass area near the war memorial as both were being 
donated to the council.

d)
A petition had been received from residents requesting that the speed limit in Knuston be reduced to 40mph. 
Highways to be contacted regarding this with further discussion at the next meeting.
14/15
Correspondence

a)
Wellingborough Community Infrastructure Levy draft - Cllr RE supported the 25% for areas with NHPlans.
b)
Temporary closure of footpath TL2 due to the replacement of the footbridge for a further 6 months.
c)
Report sent to councillors regarding the NHP progress. Comment was made that councillors should be informed 
of progress and the action plan on a more regular basis as they were unaware that the consultation would be in 
2 phases.  It was stated that details were added to the NHP website however suggestion was made that 
information should be given to councillors as well and that draft minutes should be made available.

d)
A letter from a resident was received at the meeting regarding the development in Thrift Street.

e)
The bowls club were concerned regarding the length of time the registration of the club was taking.  The clerk 
had written to the solicitor asking for an update.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm



Chair
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