IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 26th October 2016 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
Pam Armstrong
Councillors

L Brown

Jean Gibson
K Watts

J Dunkley 
 D May
D Shroll

P Smith





T Maguire
JP Carr
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 6 members of the public present
Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from: L Ellis-Day, A May, R Elliott, C Elliott & M May
16/64
DPI's - No interests declared for the meeting
16/65
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Police Reports - Irchester
Theft -Cedar Close – Doorbell Stolen
High Street – Mobile phone left in a taxi which subsequently was stolen.

High Street – Co-op – Shoplifting

Burglary -Farndish Road – Shed Break.
Vehicle Crime -School Lane – Van doors forced open and tools stolen.
Station Road – Mobile phone stolen from insecure vehicle.

Station Road – Forced entry to vehicle and laptop stolen.

East Street – Vehicle scratched.

Farndish Road – Motorbike stolen.

Bradshaw Way – Silver work van stolen.

Violence -ABH – Gypsy Lane – possible attempt burglary disturbed by neighbour.
Harassments x 2 – Domestic related.

Other -Arson – Rose Court – Wheelie Bin set alight.
Little Irchester

Theft x 2 – BP Higham Road – Non Payment of Fuel

Burglary Non Dwelling – Chester Farm Higham Road. Believed nothing taken.

Theft x 2 – Claudius Way – Theft of Pedal Cycle

Knuston -No crimes reported
Public – NHW stated that a meeting had been held with the Police Commissioner and several issues were raised including the 101 reporting number which had a slow or negative response.  Identity badges had been issued to all NHW coordinators and P Holman was congratulated by the police on all the work he had achieved within the parish.  Chair thanked PH.

Query if the defibrillators were being checked on a regular basis – in hand.

Query vegetation obscuring lights in Arkwright Road.

Problems being experienced again from dust from Whitworths.  Clerk written to the organisation however it was stated that residents need to inform environmental health at the Borough Council.

Further accident occurred along Station Road with damage caused to property.
16/66
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th September 2016 were agreed as a true record.  
16/67
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
	Agenda
	Task
	By
	Completed/comments

	Sept
	Crime stats to be sent prior to meeting
	Clerk
	Completed

	
	Saxby trust letter
	Clerk
	Awaiting response Nov meeting

	
	Definitive footpath
	Public
	Forms to be completed

	
	Byelaw
	Clerk
	Ongoing

	
	Bank account
	Clerk
	Agenda item

	
	Proludic spares
	Clerk
	Enquiries made

	
	Tree survey
	Clerk
	Booked

	
	Cemetery
	Group
	

	
	Litter pick
	PA
	

	
	Sycamore tree
	Clerk
	Booked

	
	Bradshaw Way fence/trees
	Clerk
	Booked

	
	Light in Alleyway o/s working men’s
	PA/LB
	

	
	Bollard maintenance on rec
	Lengthman
	Informed

	
	TR22 light inspection
	Clerk
	Ordered

	
	Weed sprayer
	Clerk
	Ordered

	
	VAS sign
	PA/Clerk
	Police logo before ordering

	
	Traffic island from co-op
	Clerk
	Highways informed

	
	Parking outside chemist
	Clerk
	Agenda item

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Street Doctor Reports:
	
	

	837883
	Brambles Daniels Road
	
	Outside of NCC remit – Highways England 

	837882
	Footpath Newtown Road
	
	Street Doctor to monitor – no work scheduled

	
	
	
	


It was stated that several pothole had been reported in the James Street, Edward Road, Grange Close and Farndish Road where work is scheduled for repair within the next 4 months.
Brambles in Daniels Road to be cut back by NCC but no date given for work to be carried out.

16/68
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £6480.19 for October 2016 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
b)
The bank statement £149,507.36 as of October 2016 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and P Armstrong authorise the bacs payments for October
d)
Details from the External Audit had been received with no matters arising.  It was stated that the figures for the previous year had been transposed on one section but that it had not changed the outcome.
e)
It was agreed that the bank signatories for the Co-op bank should be PA,JPC,LB,PS,AM
f)
It was agreed that councillors read the Good Councillor Guide and send to the Clerk some bullet points which could be either highlighted for training purposes or be included within the Business Plan

g)
A proforma invoice had been received from Morelock for £4119 plus VAT for the VAS signs which the pc agreed to pay by cheque.  It was stated that although, the Section 50 licence was not in place, NCC would cover the areas to be used as they had visited site previously.  Councillors agreed to install the signs and recharge the batteries.  Clerk to analyse data.
16/69
Recreation Grounds
a) It was reported that another hole had appeared in the basketball court.  Swing chains needed greasing, wet pore near to the slide posts was wearing and the coping on the skate park was loose again.
b) It was stated that a dog bin in Austin Close was damaged.  The pc agreed to replace the bin.

c) Quotations from Proludic had been received for the replacement swings and also the footboard to the multi use equipment.  It was agreed to purchase the footboard and ask the cost of swings and chains from Wicksteed.
16/70
Highways – 
a) Highway Warden report circulated to councillors and reported to Street Doctor.
b) Discussion took place regarding applying to make a regularly used walkway along Farndish Road into a definitive footpath.  It was agreed to look into the possibility.  The Clerk had written to the land owner for their comments which the agent has stated will be available for the November meeting.
c) Details had been received from Royal Mail regarding the placing of a letter box near to the relocated post office.  It was stated that this was the prime location and it would not be moved further into the centre as there were other boxes near to it.  It was agreed to contact Royal Mail stating that it was preferred to have the box nearer to the centre of the village as it was felt that it may be vandalised if on the grass verge.  There was also no parking outside the new post office and the other boxes were a distance away.
d) Several lights in Arkwright Road were being blocked by vegetation.  It was agreed that the Clerk write to the landowners asking them to cut the vegetation back failing which the lengthsman would carry out works and place vegetation into properties.

e) Request was made that the parking outside of the chemist be a restricted timed parking area between the hours of 9am to 5pm as some were all day/long parking in the area.  The pc agreed to complete the traffic regulations order for highways to consider the changes
f) It was stated that the setting up of a litter picking group to be arranged.
16/71
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) Highway Warden report emailed to councillors and added to the website.
b) It was stated that the Chapel in Little Irchester was now closed to the public.  Standing Orders were suspended in order to allow a member of the public to speak.  It was stated that the Chapel had been closed but the community room at the rear was still being used.  Standing Order resumed.  Information had been received by the Clerk, Chair and Wellingborough Council stating that both the chapel and the hall were no longer available to use.  It was agreed that the Clerk contact the Congregational Trust and seek further information.

16/72
Planning

· WP/16/00591/FUL – 1 dwelling and detached garage land rear of 9 Townwell Close – No Comment
· WP/16/00524/FUL – 2 no proposed dwellings land between 75a and 75b High Street – Site viewing requested. Agree with highways report regarding highway access, height of the building not in character with surrounding area, the buildings do not represent the agricultural and grade I listed church settings.  Council would like to know the proposed materials to be used and the site plan does not correlate with the planning application for the Tithe Barn
· WP/16/00627/REM – re WP/16/00121/OUT 2 dwellings 94 and annex Farndish Rd – No Comment
· WP/16/00638/FUL – amendment to approved plan to include small addition to rear of kitchen – 197 Wollaston Road – No comments

· WP/16/00634/HRN – Removal of hedgerow land nr Knuston Spinney and Home Farm – hedge being removed due to fire damage however pc would like a new hedge reinstated.
16/73
Neighbourhood Plan

a) The plan was out for consultation until 28th October 2016.  Two consultation evenings had been arranged with several visitors attending.  Comments to be collated and alterations made to the plan if required.  PC to approve the changes at the November meeting.
16/74
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) Registrars report sent to councillors
b) The Cemetery working party had visited site and recommendations for improvements to be discussed at the budget meeting in November
c) Remembrance Day services – these were organised with wardens and road closures etc. in place.  Councillors

 were asked to attend the Irchester service early at 10.15am in order to give out the programmes.  Little Irchester service had been arranged by the British Legion and the Mayor had been invited.  The service commences at the war memorial at 2.30pm.
16/75
Community Issues

a) The pc discussed the letter received from Balfour Beatty regarding vegetation surrounding lights and it was agreed

b) The pc discussed the request from Parsons Hall committee to erect a sign for the car park stating Patrons Only and it was RESOLVED not to place a sign in the car park.
c) The pc discussed the request from Parsons Hall committee to remove the cherry trees due to the fruit being trodden into the flooring and the roots causing damage to the footpath. It was agreed to ask WBC tree officer to visit site in order to give the council advice regarding the problem with the roots.
d) The pc discussed the information received regarding the Parliamentary boundary review and it was agreed not to make comment.
16/76
Correspondence
a) Letter from WBC re consultation for taxis and private hire – it was agreed that this document should be read and commented upon.
b) Details and photographs were shown to the councillors regarding rubbish that had been left outside of the houses in Riverside Court.  Wellingborough Norse and Wellingborough Council had both been informed of the problem however it was agreed that Orbit be contacted and advised of the problem.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35 pm



Chair
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