
IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th January 2015 at Village Hall, School Road Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith 
J Dunkley

T Maguire

I Nunney


D May
Mrs A May

C Painter

D Scholl

R Elliott

J Gibson
M May

K Clements

Miss L Brown
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 8 members of the public present and PCSO R Head, a pcso and 2 police cadets.
Apologies - Resolved to receive and accept apologies from Cllr I French and S Homer NCC

14/81
DPI's

None Declared

14/82
Minutes

The wording of item a} expenditure in December minutes was queried however it was agreed to accept the minutes as correct

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th November and 10th December 2014 were agreed as a true record. 

14/83
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

Police – Irchester

Burglary Dwelling - St Katherines Way – Car Stolen and Recovered in Finedon, forensic enquiries ongoing.
Baker Crescent – Entry via forcing window and cash stolen.

Burglary Other - East Street – Garage broken into, items stolen include Karcher Jet Washer, BBQ and Gas Bottles.
Theft from Motor Vehicle - Station Road – Petrol Chainsaw Stolen.
Biscay Close – Power Tools Stolen.

Theft from Motor Vehicle - Farndish Road – Hub Caps removed.+
Wantage Road – Diesel Stolen.

Assault - Wollaston Road – Domestic related.
Little Irchester – Theft - Claudius Way – Mobile Phone Stolen
Burglary Other -Allotments – Workshop on Allotment broken into. X 2
Allotments – Padlock cut, entry to shed attempted but not gained.

Criminal Damage - Allotments – Perimeter fence cut open.
Knuston - Burglary Dwelling - Station Road – Door forced open, nothing taken.
The police currently had a campaign regarding parking in rural villages and they were also targeting parking during school opening and closing times in order to encourage residents to leave cars at home.  Concern was raised regarding parking on yellow lines and also completely blocking pavements.

Two people had been arrested with possession from theft of motor vehicles.

Rachel stated that 15 shed alarms had been handed out in Little Irchester in order to deter breakins however to date none had been fitted.  She will also write an article for the Village Voice regarding contacting the police on 101.
Public –
Request was made from 1st Responders asking for a contribution towards purchasing a defibrillator.  The council stated that they had made a contribution when the project was started.
Accidents had happened along Station Road that was believed due to the straw on the road.  This had caused the drains to be blocked allowing surface water on the road which may have contributed towards this.

Query was made regarding public attending the December meeting but it was stated that it was a meeting to discuss the budget only and not open to the public.

Chair thanked the public and police for their comments.

14/84
Actions/Matters from previous minutes

	Agenda
	Task
	By
	Completed/comments

	90/101/13
	Quotes re land registry
	Clerk
	Ongoing

	8797//13
	Dog Fouling
	Cllrs
	Monitor 

	106/13
	Sign fly posting
	Cllrs
	To monitor

	14/74
	Arrange Budget meeting 10th Dec
	Clerk
	Completed

	14/75
	Order seat/benches and sign skate park
	Clerk
	Ordered

	14/76
	Advisory sign request NCC
	Clerk
	Sent

	
	Lights Farndish Rd NCC change
	Clerk
	Sent

	
	Annual parking restriction proposals
	Clerk
	Sent

	
	Alleyway Alfred Street
	Clerk
	Work ordered

	
	Alleyway nr Workings mens requote
	Clerk
	Requested

	14/78
	Caravan park fence
	Clerk
	NCC sent

	14/80
	Developer letter
	Clerk
	Sent

	14/76
	Dog mess school letter
	PA
	


14/85
Financial Matters
a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments £11,110.49 December 2014 and January 2015 be approved
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b)
The bank statement of £106,326.07 was noted as being available after current payments made.

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr I French and L Brown authorise the bacs payments for January.  

d)
Discussion took place regarding the equipment hire terms and conditions and booking form.  It was agreed to adopt the terms and conditions and to place an advert in the Village Voice regarding hiring details.
14/86
Recreation Grounds

a) Inspection report had been received.  As the hedge had been cut back behind the fencing in the play area it meant that there was a gap at one end and old litter was not displayed.  Agreed that TM and PA would clear the litter.  After the recent football game the grass had ben churned up.  This had happened as the ground was firm on arrival but had thawed during the morning making the grass very soft.  The Burger van had been repositioned to near the wall at the entrance.  It was suggested that when equipment was removed the pc should consider replacing it.  February agenda item.  The copings on the skate park seemed to be loosening and this had been reported to HAGS for investigation.
b) A quotation for the supply and fitting of 6 bollards, 2 removable to allow access, at the top of Austin Close, remove grass on path and remove the old gate and ironmongry on the concrete post at a cost of £730.00.  RESOLVED to accept the quotation above.
c) RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £ 1556.10  to repair the wet pore around the bay of swings as highlighted in the Annual Inspection Report

d) A request from Scarrott Fair to attend the village from 22nd June to 6th July had been received and also 

a request from St Katherines Morris to use the Recreation ground for parking for their 10th Anniversary on 4th July.  The Morris dancers had made alternative arrangements.  RESOLVED to allow the fair to attend on dates requested subject to receiving risk assessments and insurance prior to attending at a cost of £250.00 per week.  JD to cover pre and post H & S inspections.
14/87
Highways – 

a) The Highway Warden report was noted 
b) Lights along Farndish Road footpath had been installed by NCC however concern was raised that the lamps were in the tree branches and that they were facing the road and not the path.  NCC advised that they would not alter the existing lights
c) The lighting contractor had been asked to supply a quotation for installing a lamp in the alleyway near to the Working Men’s Club at a cost of £1283.01. It as agreed that the chair and vice chair would mark the exact area where the light is to be fitted.
d) A quotation of £45 had been received to cut back the tree branches near to light number 2 in Arkwright Road.  RESOLVED to accept the quote.
e) There had been several accidents on the B569 Wollaston to Irchester road near to the bend.  There had been 5 reported accidents since October. This was under investigation with NCC and the police but no feedback had been received.  It was suggested to install advisory speed signs and resurface the road.  The cycleway had been included in the CIL infrastructure which the pc supported however concern was raised that once installed the school bus service would be discontinued.
f) The speedwatch programme was in progress and it was stated that this would not cost the parish to join.  It was agreed to proceed with the programme and look into the project in more detail for next meeting
g) Information had been received from NCC regarding the existing temporary traffic order for TL5 to make the order permanent.  It was agreed to write to NCC stating that the pc would not support this.
h) RESOLVED to accept the Section 136 grass mowing agreement for 2015
14/88
Little Irchester/Knuston

a)
The Highway Warden report was noted and placed on the council’s website. It was stated that there was a continuing problem with parking in the village.  Lorries had been parking along the A509 London Road preventing residents from parking near to homes.  It was stated that Friedan had offered to allow residents to park on their land however it was deemed unsuitable.  The reinstatement of the grass verge had meant that lorries parked on the residential side of the road.  It was requested that a meeting with highways be arranged to find a solution to the problem.
14/89
Planning - The following applications had been received:

a) Neighbourhood Plan update had been circulated to councillors
b) A letter had been received from Barwoods requesting they work with the council regarding the appeal inspectors comments and further proposal for development areas to be considered.  It was proposed to meet with the developer for their presentation in order for councillors to ask questions however a counter proposal was made not to meet any developer until after the report from English Heritage had been received and looked at by the NHP group.  It was then stated that the councillors would be in the purdah period so the new council could meet after the election in May.  RESOLVED not to meet with developers until the new council is in place.
c) WP/14/00803 extension to existing double garage – 16 Townwell Lane – no objections
d) NCC changes to the village school – no objections
e) Application No. WP/15/00003/FUL - Proposed single storey dwelling Land To Rear Of, 9 Grange Way,  – obj re parking, access and services
f) Proposal: Application for a new planning permission to replace an extant planning in order to extend the time limit for implementation for planning permission ref: WP/2005/0720 - Nene Valley East Of Wellingborough, Finedon Road, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire – no comments raised.
14/90
Consultations
a) WBC Open Space and Recreational assessment form had been received.  Standing order were suspended to allow the chair of the NHP to speak.  He stated that the open space consultation date could be deferred if council wrote to WBC requesting this.  The NHP group had not been consulted.
b) Consultation on NCC Care Act 2014 – it was agreed to send comment stating that not enough emphasis was made on care facilities and resources.
c) NNJPU consultation papers had been circulated to councillors.  It was agreed to hold a separate meeting on Thursday 12th February at Village Hall for 7.15pm to discuss the above consultations.
14/91
Cemetery
a) The cemetery maintenance report had been circulated to councillors and it was agreed to contact relatives/lessees regarding the request to repair.  Council to be updated on progress at a later date.
b) A letter had been received regarding a plot within the cemetery and the positioning of other grave spaces.  It was stated that the row concerned was allocated for cremations before the cemetery was extended.  Plots sizes were determined by legislation at 2 feet by 2 feet with a 1 foot by 1 foot tablet being placed central on the plot.  The graves in the row in front of the cremated remains section had all been reserved.  It was agreed that the cemetery group would look at the situation.
c) Evidence of moles had reappeared in the cemetery.  It was agreed to monitor the situation
Standing Orders resumed
14/92
Correspondence

a) Information regarding the recycling centre opening times had been received

b) A request was made from Police to attend a meeting to discuss the recruiting of Specials.  It was agreed not to pursue this.
c) Details regarding S106 projects had been received from WBC.  It was agreed to discuss this at the meeting on 12th February.
d) Details regarding the Wellingborough Local Plan consultation had been received.  It was agreed to discuss this at the extra meeting on 12th February.

14/93
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the remaining item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
14/94
Staffing
a) Retirement of Cemetery Maintenance Officer – it was agreed to purchase a gift up to the value of £100.00
b) The Parks Person had resigned and it was RESOLVED to appoint a contractor to carry out the litter picking.
Meeting closed at 9.05pm








Chair
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