IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual and Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 31st May 2023 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith

K Watts

M May

S Bridge

C Ashford
L Brown
JP Carr

T Maguire
S East

D Shroll


J Dunkley
The meeting started at 7.15pm. there were 8 members of the public present
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllrs V Blake
23/1
Election of Chair
RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong be elected as Chair for the forth coming year.  The declaration of office paperwork was signed and witnessed by the Clerk
23/2
Declaration of Interest
Cllrs S Bridge and C Ashford declared a personal interest in the valuation contact for Austin Close land
22/3
Appointment of Members to the following specific areas of interest 
K Clarke attended the meeting
a) Vice Chair – K Watts

b) Internal accounts Controller – L Brown

c) Footpaths – Vacant
d) Highway Wardens Irchester, Little Irchester and Knuston – J Dunkley & P Smith
e) H & S Representative – J Dunkley
23/4
Appointment of Advisory Groups/Working Parties – Chair and Vice Chair being ex-officios
a) Finance/staff – Cllrs JP Carr, L Brown & D Shroll
b) Recreation – Cllrs JP Carr, M May, P Smith & T Maguire

c) Cemetery – Cllrs JP Carr, P Smith & T Maguire
d) Highways and Lighting – Cllrs Dunkley, S Bridge, JP Carr & T Maguire

e) Planning – Cllrs JP Carr, J Dunkley, S Bridge & T Maguire

f) Orchard and Wild Flower area – Cllr Watts & C Ashford

g) Emergency Planning – Cllrs P Smith, S Bridge and T Maguire

h) Community Projects – Cllrs JP Carr, S Bridge & L Brown

i) Village Voice – Cllrs JP Carr, L Brown & P Smith






23/5
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies
RESOLVED representatives on Outside Bodies being:

a)
Irchester Sports Association (2) Cllrs L Brown & T Maguire
b)
Village Hall Committee – Cllr P Smith
c)
Youth Centre Management Committee – Cllr K Watts

d)
Allotment Association – Cllr Watts

e)
Bowling Club Committee – Cllr P Armstrong


f)
Library – Cllr Armstrong or K Watts

23/6
Dates of Council Meetings 2023/24
RESOLVED the dates for council meetings throughout 2023/24 being

28th June 2023




30th August 2023

27th September 2023



25th October 2023

29th November 2023



31st January 2024
28th February 2024



27th March 2024
24th April 2024




29th May 2024

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council

23/7
Public questions, Police Report and NNC update

Public:
· Planning application 14 Wollaston Road query – building seems to have been on the land for a long time but details could be found on the planning portal.

· Query why trees have been pollarded in other areas but not Irchester – NNC Councillor to deal with
· Query was raised regarding the benefit of the Chairs Annual Meeting of the Parish, however this is an event stipulated by the Local Government Act 1972 which needs to take place.  A suggestion was made to have a ‘Day of Celebration’ where organisations can promote their activities.

· Concern was raised regarding cyclists riding on the footpaths details which will be sent to the local PCSO

NNC Update

Apologies from Cllr T Partridge-Underwood were given.  The Annual Meeting had taken place and the Leaders Report sent to councillors.

23/8
Minutes
· RESOLVED to approve the minutes held on 26th April 2023 and signed by the Chair as a true record.
23/9
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £7260.68 for May 2023 were approved 
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b) The Current financial statement after the payments being £243,751.52
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs Carr and P Smith to authorise the bacs payments for May 2023 
d) RESOLVED to accept the Financial Risk Assessment, Standing Orders (once the numbering had been corrected) and Financial Regulations without any further changes.
23/10
Recreation Ground
a) There was an issue with a cradle swing that has now been repaired, the sign had been pulled out of the ground and its reinstatement is pending.
b) A request was made from the Romans Football asking if the recreation ground could be used as the overspill car park for the open day on Sunday 2nd July which was agreed by council as long as stewards directed the traffic and a risk assessment was undertaken.
c) Lt Irchester – concern was raised regarding the plastic chain surrounding on the swings.  The bearing in the roundabout was also giving cause for concern.  Both items to be monitored for further defects.
d) Fair – insurance, risk assessments, deposit and fee had been received by Taylors Amusements.
23/11
Highways
a) There was a meeting with the NNC highways representative where discussion took place regarding traffic calming measures.  Hopefully highways would be able to place 30mph roundels at the village entrances however other items would have to be financially supported by the pc.  To look at details later in the financial year.
b) Santa Pod – an event took place on a weekday of which the route to the site was queried. It would appear that stewards were directing traffic away from Farndish, Bozeat and Wollaston so Irchester was the only route.  It was stated that this was the designated route agreed with highways. Suggestion was made to reinstate the Santa Pod Working Group with other villages.
c) It was stated that the PCC had agreed to grant £2500 towards the new VAS signs, therefore it was RESOLVED to purchase 2 new signs for the village.
23/12
Cemetery/War Memorial
a) There were a few ashes interments booked in the cemetery for June.
b) War Memorial – it was mentioned that the War Memorial looks untidy however this was being dealt with.
c) Cemetery land – it was mentioned that, although the cemetery still has between 10 and 15 years of space available, the parish council should investigate promoting a living cemetery for the future
23/13
Correspondence
· A member of the public had come forward offering their help to produce the Village Voice.  Further volunteers were required in order to produce the magazine with articles and adverts.  The Working Party to arrange a meeting asap so that a September magazine can be produced.
· It was noted that the Youth Centre Trust had arranged for the cherry trees outside of Parsons Hall to be pollarded.  They had not notified the parish council or the representative beforehand and it was agreed to write to them to arrange a meeting.
23/14
Exclusive to Public and Press
RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
23/15
Staff Appraisal

RESOLVED: Discussion took place regarding staff and it was RESOLVED not to continue with the role of Assistant Clerk and Clerk appraisal to be held in July
Meeting closed at 9.05pm









Chair
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