IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 29th November 2017 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
Pam Armstrong

Councillors

K Watts

 D May

P Smith

D Shroll

JP Carr

L Brown

J Gibson

A May

C & R Elliott
M May

T Maguire
L Ellis Day
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 17 members of the public present & NCC M Griffiths
Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from:  - Cllr J Dunkley 
17/81
DPI's –  JPC NCC Budget proposals 17/93, KW Personal re a complaint, Personal TM re cemetery
17/82
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Questions were raised by the public –

· Concern regarding vehicles parking outside the old vicarage on Station Road which has resulted in a couple of accidents.  Police have been informed however query was raised regarding signage if working in the area.

· Cemetery memorials – will those laid down be paid for by the council to be reinstalled?
· Headstones now pose a trip hazard, no comments made by councillors regarding facebook comments

· Were owners informed before headstones were laid down?

· Resident upset that he had not been informed

· What is the council going to do regarding stones/plinths that have been chipped?

· Were the stones pushed down?

· What are ground anchors?

The Chair gave information to the public regarding the Memorial Testing Policy May 2017 and how the testing was carried out.  She also stated that the delay in notifying plot owners was due to lack of updated information in the records.
The Chair thanked the public for their comments.
Request was made from NCC M Griffiths if the NCC budget proposals could be discussed as a higher agenda item.

RESOLVED to discuss item 17/91 whilst the public were still present and continue with the sensitive element Exclusive to Public and Press

17/91
Cemetery

It was stated that council should have reviewed the testing process from the comments that were made at the last parish council meeting.  It was confirmed that 27 letters had been sent out and 6 owners were given verbal information. Councillors felt that owners should have been notified sooner however the cemetery records were not up to date and owner details difficult to trace. Query was raised why memorials had not been staked even though this was not included within the councils agreed memorial testing policy of May 2017.
Cllr Brown requested that it be minuted that she objected to being called a ‘tosser’ on social media when the council had agreed and adhered to their policy.

Council queried the touch test.
It was stated that the Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair had spent a great deal of time trying to contact next of kin and that all councillors were sent the list in order to offer any help or information.

After further discussion it was agreed that the memorial policy would be reviewed and that a public statement be made regarding the outcome.
17/83
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th October 2017 were agreed as true records.  
17/84
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Co-op letter – response received

· F Webber re tree war memorial – response received regarding the pollarding of the tree
· Dates for training – to be agreed
· Remembrance Day Service – both were well attended and went well.  Councillors Carr and Maguire and all those involved in making the service a successful event.

17/93
Consultations
Cllr Carr left the meeting

Councillors confirmed that they had read the consultation document.

Discussion took place regarding phase 1 of the NCC budget cuts and it was agreed to respond stating that the council were opposed to the cuts.  They commented that the services had deteriorated with the rural areas being the worst affected by them.  Concern was raised for the elderly, disabled and children regarding the cuts to social care and the libraries.

SO Suspended - Cllr Griffiths stated that the BCW was also opposed to the suggested cuts.  He also stated that request for a 4 option for the libraries could not take place within the current consultation as the consultation process would have to start from the beginning again if it was considered.  At the end of the first phase of consultations cabinet will meet and make recommendation to full council.

SO Resumed – Cllr Carr rejoined the meeting

17/85
Financial Matters
a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £10,206.79  for November 2017 be approved.  
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b)
The bank statements for Unity and Nationwide for November 2017 were noted.
c)
RESOLVED that Cllr L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for November
17/86
Recreation Grounds
a) Equipment being monitored.  Annual Inspection due to take place within the next 6-8 weeks
b) Agreed that Pindar Circus could use the recreation ground on Monday 2nd to Wednesday 4th April at a cost of £150.00 plus the deposit
17/87
Highways – 
a) No items were mentioned to be added to the next agenda
b) Details of the VAS data were sent to councillors
c) It was stated that the road in Gipsy Lane seemed to be subsiding

d) Concern was raised regarding the pavements which was requested to be added to the next agenda

e) Request was made for approximate times where high speed of vehicles was taking place.  It was suggested that an annual report of the findings be submitted to the JAG meeting under one of their priority headings

f) Gritting it was agreed to commence the gritting of the centre of the village in consultation with highways and Cllr Brown, with Cllr Maguire as the backup contact.
17/88
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) Nothing to report 
17/89
Planning
Councllors confirmed that they had looked at the plans for the following:
· WP/17/00676/FUL – Conversion of Tithe Barn to 2 dwellings and garage– 75A High Street
· WP17/00677/LBC – Conversion of Tithe Barn to 2 dwellings and garage – 75A High Street – it was noted that the parking allocation for the properties had changed from the original application.  It was felt the application had no regard for the historic fabric and that the access from a private drive breached the current rules and regulations.  There was no provision for visitor parking.
· WP/17/00733/HRN – removal of hedge Station Road in preparation for works to be carried out – the pc raised no objections but requested a hedge be reinstated once work had bee completed.
17/90
Neighbourhood Plan

Details had been received from the Consultant regarding further information requested by Historic England.  A meeting of the Steering Group had been arranged to discuss the changes and included within the plan.  It was stated that BCW officers would review the document and commence the next consultation process before submitting the final plan to the Inspector.  Councillors had been sent all the extra documentation required for submission to BCW.  It was RESOLVED to accept the changes to the document in order for the information to be sent to BCW for the next stage.
17/91
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) Registrars report sent to Councillors
b) Headstone – This item was discussed earlier and also moved to exclusive to public and press
Cllr C Elliott stated that she no longer wished to be a member of the Cemetery Working Party as she felt that the group recommendations were not relayed to full council.
17/92
Community Issues

a) Request had been made by the Allotment Association for help with mending the fence which had been vandalised.  RESOLVED to delegate power to the Clerk to order the required materials to have the fence repaired
b) Discussion took place regarding the setting up of a working party to make suggestions for the commemoration of 100 years since the Great War.  It was agreed that Cllr Carr organise.
c) Business Plan - the 6 month review of the Business Plan was carried out with no changes.  To be reviewed again in June 2018
d) Flag flying policy – it was decided to discuss this at the January 2018 meeting along with the maintenance cost for the pole in Little Irchester

17/93
Consultations
a) Details had been received from the Boundary Commission with no further amendments obtaining to Irchester. No comment to be made
b) NCC budget cuts – this item was discussed earlier in the meeting
17/94
Correspondence
· Letter received from the St Katharine’s Church thanking the council for their donation from the Remembrance Day Serice.
17/95
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

17/96
Library and Hilton Hall – A public meeting had taken place on 22nd November regarding the NCC library proposals and the purchasing and maintaining of Hilton Hall.  10 members wished to join a community group for the library and 3 for Hilton Hall.  It was agreed to set both working group up.  Councillors agreed to seek legal advice regarding the ownership of the library.  Expression of interest to be discussed at the budget meeting.
Headstones – further discussion took place regarding the memorial testing policy of May 2017 and how the work was carried out.

Complaint – a complaint had been resident by a resident regarding the laying down of headstones which had been addressed and a letter drafted.

The meeting closed at 11 pm

Chair
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