
IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 27th February 2019 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



K Watts – In the Chair

Councillors

JP Carr

P Smith 

Mr D May
P Armstrong

T Maguire
D Shroll

L Brown

A May

J Dunkley

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 6 members of the public present NCC Councillor M Griffiths
NCC Councillor M Griffiths(MG) spoke to the Councillors regarding the progress setting up the North Northamptonshire Unitary Council(NNUA).  It was stated that NNUA would consist of 78 councillors equalling 3 from each division.  An interim shadow cabinet will be set up consisting of 3 members from Borough Council of Wellingborough, 3 from Kettering Borough Council, 3 from Corby Borough Council, 3 from East Northants District Council and 3 from Northamptonshire County Council.  It is anticipated that the first elected councillors will run for a 5 year term in order for services to become established however some services may take 10 years.  The ultimate decision regarding the Unitary Councils will be made by the Secretary of State.  Query was raised regarding the important assets within the parish of Irchester and MG states that the Country Park, Knuston Hall and Chester Farm were not up for disposal and that he would continue to support them under the Unitary Council.  Mention was made regarding the Irchester library and MG stated that he supported it remaining open.  MG suggested that he return to the council in a few months to report further progress.
The Chair thanks Cllr Griffiths for attending the meeting
Apologies given to the Clerk -   Cllrs J Gibson, Lesley Ellis Day, C & R Elliott, M May
18/102
Public participation
Library ownership – query was raised regarding the progress of the ownership of the library.  It was stated that the pc had visited the records office and looked through minute books from the parish and County Council regarding its transfer.  When the parliamentary act of 1964 was adopted the pc could no longer run a library and the building and land was taken over by the County Council.  Although mention is made of a vesting certificate this does not appear to exist.  The land/building was registered by NCC in 2013.  The council solicitor had been contacted and a barrister however, due to the costs involved, the pc decided not to proceed.  Although there is a covenant on the land when it was donated to the pc it was stated that this could be dissolved.
It was stated that the Village Voice was good magazine to receive but there was no one to write under ‘down your way’ for the Evening Telegraph.
It was stated that a highways sign in Station Road had moved to an angle which need to be reported to Street Doctor in order for it to be repositioned.
18/103
DPI's

DPI’s – None recorded
18/104
Minutes
The minutes from 30th January 2019 were agreed as a true record

18/105
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Planning responses – completed


· Cherry Tree quotes and BCW –  after discussion the Clerk was asked to write to NCC regarding the ownership of the trees
· Book cemetery course – Clerk booked

· Circus details – discussion took place regarding id a response from the circus had been received
as they had let the pc down the last time they requested to visit.  March Agenda for an update

· Quotes re grave mounds – quotes to be submitted to the cemetery working party



· Cemetery sunked grave – lessee notified and repairs carried out
· Highways section 136 completed and sent

18/106
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £6121.61 for February 2019 be approved.  
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b) Current financial statement – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for February 2019

18/107
Recreation Grounds
a) The repairs needed for the recreation grounds were discussed and it was agreed to accept the repairs as stated on the annual report at a cost of £7500.00
b) Byelaw – deferred to the March meeting
18/108
Highways – 
Queries had been reaised from residents regarding temporary no parking along the High Street due to the current road closures within the Borough.  This was referred to NCC highways

18/109
Little Irchester/Knuston
It was stated by NCC that the VAS signs could be placed along A509
18/110
Planning
· WP/19/00045/FUL Single storey rear extension to replace conservatory and conversion of garage to bedroom including the removal of garage door and replacement with window and brick infilling. 8 Redwood Close, Irchester – no comment
· WP/19/00063/FUL Proposal: First floor side extension, with new brick facing to side wall below Location: 11 Redwood Close, Irchester – no comment
· WP/19/00072/FUL Spinney Barn re submission to erect a 3 bay garage with storage over with 1 beech tree to be removed – The pc support the highways report however have concerns regarding the removal of an established beech tree
· WP/19/00104FUL Part roof conversion and extension – 35 Gipsy Lane – No comments
18/111
Cemetery/War Memorial
· The notes from the Cemetery Working Party had been circulated to councillors.  Recommendation was made that 2 other Councillors attend the Cemetery Management Course along with the Clerk.  RESOLVED that Cllrs Carr, Armstrong and Watts attend also.  It was stated that further brambles from graves in the old section were to be removed before the birds nesting season.  
· It was stated that an area of the grave section of the cremated remains there had been wooden surrounds installed were a small garden had been made.  When the gravelling took place this small area was left due to living plants there however it was decided that the Clerk write to the lessess asking them to remove the wooden surround and plants in order for this section to be gravelled.
18/112
Community/Consultation Events
a) The notes from the Village Voice Working Party had been circulated to councillors
b) Members of NCC had attended the village regarding the current library consultation which closes on 22nd March 2019. A leaflet had been produced to be sent to every household explaining the consultation and asking that residents to complete the survey.  A small questionnaire was included in the leaflet asking for skills and volunteers of which results should be available at the March meeting.
c) Information had been received regarding the recycling of crisp packets.  It was agreed that a working party consisting of Cllrs Watts, Maguire, Smith and Brown look at the details.
18/113
Correspondence
It was noted that Cllr J Gibson had resigned as a councillor for the Little Irchester ward.  Notices had been placed in the village for a replacement.
18/114
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

18/115
Staffing
RESOLVED to increase pension contributions to 8 % in 2019/20 and 10% in 2020/21 and pay the Clerk for outstanding holiday for 2018/19.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm
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