IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 24th May 2017 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


JP Carr

P Smith 


Mr D May
J Dunkley


Mrs C Elliott
R Elliott


Mrs A May
D Shroll



Mrs L Ellis-Day
K Watts


J Gibson
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 5 members of the public present & M Griffiths from NCC 
The Chair asked for a minutes silence in light of the Manchester victims.
Apologies  -   Apologies were received and accepted from: Cllr M May & T Maguire
17/01
Election of Chair and Acceptance of Office

Nominations were received for the office for Chair for Pam Armstrong .  It was RESOLVED That Councillor Armstrong be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.  The Acceptance of office form was then signed.
17/02
DPI's

None Declared – members were reminded that at change of interest throughout the year should be given to the Clerk
17/03
Appointment of Members
a)
Vice Chair – Cllr JP Carr
b)
Internal Accounts Controller – Cllr L Brown
c)
Footpaths – Cllr P Armstrong
d)
Highway Warden Irchester – Cllrs K Watts
e)
Highways Warden Little Irchester and Knuston – Cllr J Dunkley
17/04
Advisory Groups
Resolved: that the following Advisory Groups are appointed for the ensuring year with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman being ex officios of all.


a)
Highways and Public Lighting – Councillors P Smith, L Ellis-Day, J Gibson & K Watts

b)
Planning and Development – Councillors R Elliott, JP Carr, J Dunkley & K Watts

c)
Recreation – Councillors  M May, A May, P Smith, L Brown & J Dunkley also acting as Safety Inspector and Routine Maintenance,, 

d)
Cemetery – Councillors A May, JP Carr, P Smith, J Gibson & C Elliott

f)
Finance – Councillors JP Carr, R Elliott, L Brown, K Watts & D May 

g)
Emergency Plan - Councillors D Shroll, D May & L Brown P Smith
17/05
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies

Resolved: that the following appointments are made for the ensuing year.


a)
Irchester Sports Association – Councillors L Brown & R Elliott

b)
Village Hall Committee – Councillor P Smith

c)
Youth Centre Management Committee – Councillor L Ellis-Day

d)
Bowling Club Committee – Councillor P Armstrong

e)
Allotment Association – Councillor D May
17/06
Dates of Council Meetings 2016/17
RESOLVED That the dates for the Council Meetings were agreed and accepted as listed below:


28th June 2017



31st January 2018


30th  August 2017



28th  February 2018


27th September 2017


28th March 2018


25th  October 2017


25th April 2018 query re French visits so tba


29th November 2017


23rd May 2018 Annual Meeting

To commence the Ordinary Meeting of Irchester Parish Council
17/07
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th April 2017 were agreed as a true record.
17/08
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

Police – it was noted that crime statistics could be obtained from the police website however query was raised as to the identity of crime from the numbers given.  Chair to ask the PCSO for a list
Public – Query regarding the missing NHW sign along Gipsy Lane.  It was noted that this had been removed for the VAS sign and would be replaced when the sign was moved again.  A metal rail had been placed on the skate park and it was stated that even though it gets removed the skaters bring other objects to practice on.  Request was made several months ago regarding a boot scraper at the field entrance of Townwell Lane but this would be up to the landowner to install and maintain.  PC asked to write to NCC regarding the state of the roads and the footpathsand asking why areas had been highlighted but no work carried out.  NCC Cllr Griffiths stated that repairs were needed all over the county and resurfacing roads were taking place.  It was stated that 40mph advisory signs had been place along Wollaston Road. 
NCC Cllr M Griffiths –stated that he had attended the Annual Parish Meeting and was impressed with the group activities.  Notes had been taken of the meeting dates where he hoped that he wold attend as many as possible.  He stated that he would speak to the Police and Crime Commissioner regarding the crime stats and police attendance at meetings.  Cllr Griffiths has also been appointed Deputy Cabinet Member for Heritage and stated that Chester Farm was an asset to the parish which would be open to the public in approximately 14 months time.
Chair thanked the public for their comments.

17/09
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Letter NCC re Section 50 licence – awaiting response

· Arrange visit to Mick George Ringstead – cllrs attended

· Write to Clerk at Ringstead – response received and sent to councillors
17/10
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £13,401.23 for May 2017 be approved.  
[image: image1.emf]
b)
The bank statement as of May 2017 £143,680.87 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and P Armstrong authorise the bacs payments for May
     Action PA/LB
d)
RESOLVED to insure the pc through Norris & Fisher at a cost of £1685.57
e)
Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment and Internal Controls were reviewed and agreed, however if was stated that the SO’s were being reviewed by NALC and any changes to the model would be bought to the pc when applicable.
f)
RESOLVED that the Annual Governance questions 1-9 were agreed as YES statements and the form completed and signed by the Chair. The recommendation from the Internal Auditor regarding the investment of funds was being addressed.  The Chair thanked the Clerk for all her hard work in keeping the accounts up to date and in order.
g)
Financial training agreed for 6.30pm on 28th June 2017
17/11
Recreation Grounds
a) Report received – The fair had attended on 15th May and the roundabout original damage had been repaired however there was a handrail missing so the equipment was still out of action.  The twister exercise equipment weld had started to rot away again, and as no parts can be purchased, it was RESOLVED to remove the equipment and make the ground safe.  Razor blades, glass and tin fragments were found at the bottom of the recreation ground, which appeared to have been there for a while.  The Chair stated that she would assess the area and report back to council.







Action: PA
17/12
Highways – 
a) Report – in progress
b) The footpath report had been completed and sent to NCC
c) No response had been received from highways re Section 50 licence queries. Suggested email details to NCC Councillor to request response.
17/13
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) Problems with Riverside Court were continuing but were being addressed by Orbit
b) Due to road repairs the yellow and white lines along Daniels Road need to be replaced.

c) Query was raised regarding the footpath at the back of Milton Road which appeared to be a permissive path.

17/14
Planning

a) Update on the visit to Mick George – several had visited site and were impressed by the operation in place.  The site was clean and tidy and looked well run with the lorries entering the site slowly, being inspected, dumping loads and leaving through an under wash, wheel wash and if necessary a jet wash.  The soil would be delivered from local sites.There was a grinder on site as lime stone was being dug out, but this would not be applicable to Irchester.  All lorries had cameras inside and outside of the cabs and each had electronic netting.  The site opened at 8am and closed at 6pm however the first lorries did not enter site until 9am and in the winter months closed before it became dark. Members of the public and councillors are still welcome to visit site if required. Suggestion was made that the company may contribute towards new play equipment if planning successful.
b) WP/17/00259/FUL – Conversion of existing building to create a detached house and garage – Congregational hall Lt Irchester – RESOLVED to object to this planning application under policies 2 (a-d), 7 (c-d) and 8 (b ii and d i)
c) Two other applications had been received that councillors were asked to look at and respond to.

17/15
Neighbourhood Plan

There had been a response from the latest consultation update from Historic England who, in conjunction with Borough Council of Wellingborough wanted extra points adding to the policies, which was now in progress.
17/16
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) The registrars report had been circulated to councillors
b) No further information had been received regarding the cleaning of the War Memorials

c) Discussion took place regarding the testing of the memorials as this was due to take place this year.  It was agreed to notify residents through Village Voice, notice board and website that testing will take place
17/17
Community
a) The Best Village Competition judges had attended the village on 24th May. They were shown a power point presentation and members of some clubs spoke to them about events taking place within the village.  They were then taken to the Church, Cemetery, Parsons Hall Players, Village Hall & Lab 13.
b) Discussion took pace regarding registering community assets as per the recommendation from the finance working party.  It was agreed to register the following buildings Hilton Hall and Congregational Church Little Irchester and St Johns Ambulance Rooms in High Street.
17/18
Correspondence
No further correspondence had been received.
It was stated that the ‘Irchester’ sign with the hedges planted in looked really good and the contractor was thanked for their help in producing it.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm



Chair
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