IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 29th June 2016 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.

P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


M May



P Smith 

Mr D May
J Dunkley


Mrs C Elliott
R Elliott

Mrs A May
D Shroll




L Ellis-Day


K Watts
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 5 members of the public present and PCSO M Bowes
Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from: JP Carr, T Maguire & NCC Councillor S Homer
16/20
DPI's - No interests declared for the meeting
16/21
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

Irchester

Assault/ABH – Wollaston Road – Assault Police, offender being dealt with. In connection with theft of motor vehicle.

Assault/ABH – Farndish Road – Domestic Related, offender dealt with.

Theft from Vehicle – High Street – Van broken into and pair of green chainsaw trousers stolen before being disturbed by owner and making off.

Theft – Co-op, goods recovered by staff, offender made off.

Burglary Non Dwelling – Chapel Hill – Garage broken into, tools stolen.

Theft of motor vehicle – Grange Way - linked with above assault.

Theft – Baker Crescent – Leaf Blower stolen from workers whilst they were distracted.

Criminal Damage – Manor Close – Damage to window, believed with a pellet gun.

Criminal Damage – Farndish Road – Vehicle scratched

Burglary Dwelling – Baker crescent. Damage caused but nothing taken.

Little Irchester - Nothing to report
Knuston - Nothing to report

Police stated that the project for Irchester had now reached an end but that police attendance in the village should still continue.  It was noted that anti-social behaviour in the village was low.
Public – 
· Request that vegetation/hedgerow be cut back along Station Road.
· That the growth on the bottom of the lime trees near the recreation ground be cut back

· Vegetation near to the country park be cut back

· Noted that the road marshals on Gala day received some abuse from motorists

· Those who attended the hearing and inquiry were thanked for their support and request was made that more councillors attend and support the village.
NCC Councillor – No report received
16/22
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 18th & 26th May 2016 were agreed as true records.
16/23
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
	Agenda
	Task
	By
	Completed/comments

	May
	Letter to post office re parking, hrs & security
	Clerk
	Sent 

	
	Play equipment review
	Rec Grp
	To organise

	
	NHW information
	Clerk
	Received

	
	10th Edition Charles Arnold Baker
	Clerk
	Pending for July

	
	Order chains for swings in Daniels Road
	Clerk
	Monitoring

	
	Highways visit re section 50 licence
	Clerk
	Ongoing

	
	Denton Close
	Clerk
	No response from WBC

	
	Cemetery tree works
	Clerk
	Ordered

	
	
	
	


· Chair visited the current Post Office (PO) and was told that the main PO had reduced the payments.  The current PO offered to work to the new requirements but he was told that the premises was no longer suitable.
· Play equipment review – recommendation from the group being to keep the old horse, youth shelter, swings, slide and springers. However the multi-use piece of equipment was no longer suitable and does not meet current British standards as the steps are too high.  Suggest installing new equipment to challenge the children. The chair to get in touch with the school in the new term so that the children can talk about what they would like in the park.  
· List of NHW signs currently being displayed received.  Money raised at the Gala for £76.00 to be placed in the pc funds for the NHW. RESOLVED to purchase a further 4 signs at £17.00 each for the village.
· Section 50 licence – NCC had attended the village and looked at the areas along Station Road, Gypsy Lane, High Street, Woodlands Road and London Road.  Permission would be needed from NCC to place the sign onto lamp posts.  Awaiting outcome.
· No response from WBC re Denton Close

· 10th Edition of Local Administration received.

16/24
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £10,702.60 for June 2016 be approved.  Query was raised regarding the weeds in the war memorial garden.
[image: image1.emf]
b)
The bank statement £146,559.07 as of June 2016 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and P Armstrong authorise the bacs payments for June
d)
Recommendation from the Finance Advisory group included the suggested Co-option process for future candidates, a complaints panel consisting of 5 council members and various additional expenditure to be added to the budget. Investigation was also being made regarding a savings and fixed term bank account. Expenditure included VAS signs, litter bins, microphone system, bus shelter, repainting of both village signs and box cutting the cemetery on alternate cuts. Suggestion was made that a seat be installed in Wantage Road however it was agreed that a letter should be sent to residents for their comments and also be placed in the next edition of the Village Voice before progressing.  It was also noted that the Clerk salary scale increase had been agreed for 2016 and 2017 and that Eon were to increase the unmetered supply again.  It was RESOLVED to accept purchasing the litter bins, microphone system, bus shelters and repainting of the village signs.  To ask Morelock to attend the next pc meeting to discuss the requirements and data logging of the VAS sign.  That the finance group get more information regarding bank accounts and that the grass in the cemetery be box cut on a trial basis.  It was requested that budget sheets and notes from the finance group meeting be circulated before parish council meetings.
16/25
Recreation Grounds
a) Report received – Bollards need reinstalling and wet pore needs repairing in the basketball court these jobs were in hand but due to the weather the wet pore was extremely wet. Some of the exercise equipment currently going rusty.  Area near the concrete path needs to be resoiled and reseeded.
b) Discussion took place regarding the grass cutting of Austin Close and it was RESOLVED to have the area cut as a one off and monitor the meadow area.
16/26
Highways – 
a) Street Doctor Updates 816343 Vegetation was reported near to the road signs from Irchester to Wollaston which were under investigation. 816466 Vegetation near to the country park was reported regarding visibility which has been referred to S Taylor
b) There was no highway warden report for Irchester

c) Alleyways Chapman Close to London End, London End to Wantage and Bradshaw play area needed clearing of vegetation.  It was agreed to contact NCC/land owners regarding this.

16/27
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) Highway Warden report previously sent to councillors with no items needing to be added to the next agenda.
16/28
Planning

It was noted that the Chester Road hearing had been closed as the Inspector felt that a full enquiry was needed this was scheduled for 6th to 9th December 2016.
Station Road Enquiry not yet completed and scheduled to return on 3rd August 2016

16/29
Neighbourhood Plan

An update was sent to councillors – no items needing to be added to the next agenda
16/30
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) Registrars report emailed to councillors prior to the meeting – no items needing adding to the next agenda.
b) Grass cutting it was RESOLVED to have the cemetery box cut every other cut for 3 months subject to costs, which would be confirmed by councillors via email from the Clerk.
16/31
Community
a) Best Village - Judges had attended the village but no further information has been received.  Chair thanked all those who attended, approximately 30 people met with them. Bowls Club were very welcoming and provided tea and biscuits. Judges asked for a map of the village so maybe this should be considered for the future. Suggested send a letter to thank the bowls club and make a donation of £50.00
b) Wellingborough Homes had been contacted regarding the housing of the defibrillator for Little Irchester and further details were awaited.

16/32
Correspondence
a) Letter received regarding the Post Office move.
b) Letter received asking if the pc had any land to house small animals and ice cream parlour

c) Letter from Eon stating unmetered supply to increase by 2p per kWh.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm
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