IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Virtual Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 24th February 2021 via Zoom at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith 
D May

JP Carr


A May

L Brown

R Elliott
A Drage
V Wilkinson
K Watt


D Shroll, 
M May 

 




T Maguire

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were no members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr J Dunkley
20/73
Public participation/Police Report/NCC Update
No members of the public present.  No reports received.  M Griffiths NCC gave hi apologies
20/74
Declaration of Interest

· There were no declarations of interests from Councillors 
20/75
Minutes
· The minutes from 27th January 2021 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair asap
20/76
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £15033.20 for February 2021 be approved 
[image: image1.emf]
b) The Current financial statement £172,791.42
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs JP Carr & L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for February 2021 when possible. 
Cllr Watts joined the meetng
20/77
Village/Cemetery/War Memorial
a) The WW2 bench that has the red poppies on and 1939-1945 had been ordered and £200 towards the bench had been received.  The unauthorised kerb stones had been removed and the cemetery was looking tidy.  A complaint had been received stating that a grave digger had driven over graves churning up the grass but, after investigation, this was deemed incorrect.  Currently the hedge was being cut back on the War Memorial in order to help the gardener maintain it.
20/78
Planning
· NW/21/00036/FUL – Conversion of detached garage roof space to create annex and installation of dormer windows – 27 Knuston Road – No  comments
· NW/21/00144/LBC - Conversion of detached garage roof space to create annex and installation of dormer windows – 27 Knuston Road – No comments
20/79
Highways
· It was noted that the planter outside the Old Post Office would have to be moveable to allow utility companies to access the site as this area had been dug up in the past by utility suppliers. It was agreed to purchase the planter made from sleepers.
· The definitive Map Order of 2016 had been checked and it was unclear as to where paths TL20and TL22  were as they did not appear on the current maps.  The council agreed to object to the removal of these paths.
· Potholes – it was stated that a councillor had received a complaint regarding the potholes in Station Road and Wollaston Road.  These had been reported through fixmystreet and some had been repaired which met the criteria.  Concern was also raised for the safety of school children walking to school regarding the grit/sand which had accumulated on the footpath in Station Road. 
.20/80
Play Areas
·  Discussion took place regarding replacing the old play equipment and it was stated that there was a possibility of some grant funding so a bigger piece of equipment could be installed.  Clerk to get alternative quotes.
· Request had been received from a resident to replace an old fence at the Denton Close play area and to purchase part of the ground for them to get better access to their garage.  After discussion it was RESOLVED not to sell any of the council owned land and to install a fence, on council land, to deter vehicles from driving onto the area.  Quotes to be received for the next meeting.
20/81
Community Information

· It was suggested to plant the Woodlands trees at Austin Close however councillors were reminded that this land was up for development. Another area was suggested however the land was not council owned.
· Discussion took place regarding planting a community orchard and it was agreed that, when possible, councillors could visit the orchard in Northampton in order to understand what was involved.
· Local Town and Parish elections and also Unity elections will take place on 6th May 2021. Details of elections were available at gov.uk/elections/May 2021
Councillor Watts left the meeting
20/82
Correspondence
Concern had been raised regarding parking in Thrift Street

Dog fouling – concern had been raised regarding dog fouling within the village.  Although the Parish Council have no powers to deal with enforcement they agreed to place the Bag it and Fairy posters in the hotspot areas.

Meeting closed at 20.59pm









Chair
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