IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Virtual Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th October 2020 via Zoom at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith 
D May

JP Carr


A May

L Brown

A Drage
D Shroll

V Wilkinson

T Maguire
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were no members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr J Dunkley, R Elliott, M May & Lesley Ellis Day
20/40
Public participation/Police Report/NCC Update
No members of the public present.  No reports received.
20/41
Declaration of Interest

DOI none received
20/42
Minutes
The minutes from 30th September 2020 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair asap
20/43
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £4808.11 for October 2020 be approved 
[image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement £185,423.27 details sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs L Brown & P Armstrong to authorise the bacs payments for October 2020
20/44
Village/Cemetery/War Memorial
· There had been 2 interments and 2 ashes throughout October with several plots again being pre purchased.  The repairing of the footpath had been completed.
· RESOLVED to accept the quotation for £675.00 plus VAT to cut back the hedge on the Irchester War Memorial to its previous cut line.
20/45
Planning
· WP/20/00641/VAR – Variation to planning application WP/20/00067/FUL – a reduction of the overall development – 4 Gipsy Lane – No comments
· WP/20/00682/FUL – 4 bed detached house between 27-31 Gipsy Lane – objections raised due to the original plans for a bungalow changed for a house as there is a need within the village for smaller properties.  There was insufficient information attached to this planning application therefore a site visit is requested.  There was also concern raised regarding vehicle access.
· WP/20/00613/FUL – 3 bed bungalow 33 Knuston Spinney – Objections were raised regarding this is because the proposed dwelling will be in open countryside as Knuston basically a hamlet with no community facilities. The application will result in the damage to the historic and natural environment of the area, the design and appearance of the building is poor, and there is a lack of an identified need within various planning policies
The Parish Council request that if possible a site visit by Planning Committees Councillors take place so they are aware of the location of the proposed dwelling within the landscape and the site.
The Parish Council feel that the following apply to the reason for objecting against the Planning Application as it conflicts against the following policies:

1. Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Neighbourhood Plan

a. Policy 1 – Settlement Boundary Policy –  states 4.7: All land outside the settlement boundaries, which include the whole of the settlement of Knuston, is designated as open countryside. Within that area Joint Core Strategy Policies 11.2 (d), 13, 25 and 26 apply.
2. The Plan for the Borough Council of Wellingborough

a. Policy H6: Single Plot Exception Sites for Self-build

3. North Northamptonshire, Joint Core Strategy  

a. Policy 2: Historic Environment

b. Policy 3: Landscape Character

c. Policy 4: Biodiversity and Geodiversity

d. Policy 8: North Northamptonshire Place Shaping Principels

e. Policy 9: Sustainable Buildings

f. Policy 11:  The Network of Urban and Rural Area

g. Policy 13: Rural Exceptions

h. Policy 30: Housing Mix and Tenure
20/46
Highways

a) The section 5 licence was still in progress as NCC were being slow in responding.  Clerk still to meet UK Power on site and submit underground surveys to contractor once received.  It was suggested that should the delay continue then the Clerk to contact the NCC Council representative.
20/47
Play Areas

a) The basketball court tarmac surfacing was scheduled to take place during November with the area being closed off for at least a week.  Signs were in place to notify users.  There had been a lot of broken bottles on the recreation ground, usually after the weekend.  This was being monitored with the police being informed and notification being placed in the next Village Voice.
b) A quotation had been received for the trimming back of the sycamore tree on the Wollaston Road recreation ground that was growing on the borderline.  RESOLVED to accept the quotation for £750 plus VAT to have the tree trimmed and lowered.
20/48
Community Information

a) Discussion took place regarding the Remembrance Day Service.  It was stated that due to the current pandemic a service at the war memorial would not take place. The Vicar would be able to prerecord a service so that it could be viewed on social media.  The laying of the wreaths could take place between Sunday 8th November and 11th November by organisations if required.  Poppy boxes were in several locations of the village and organisations wreaths had been ordered.  It was requested that the Union flag be lowered from Sunday to Tuesday and that the Help for Hero’s flag be raised.  The Mayor of Wellingborough may be visiting all the memorials in the Borough and laying a poppy posy.
20/49
Correspondence
· Information had been received regarding the open space for the proposed Farndish Road development determining if the council wished to take on the maintenance with the commuted sum allocated to it.  In principle this was agreed however the council required confirmation that the monies would be given to the parish for this purpose and that the open space land would be grassed and planted before transfer.
· Information had been received regarding the naming of the development in Niort Way Wellingborough being Walton Way. The pc had no further comment to make.
20/50
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
a) Library – NCC had sent through several documents relating to the opening of the building and SLA. The Steering Group had received several responses to queries and were still awaiting a few answers. The NCC co-ordinators to arrange training for volunteers.  The decorating of the water damaged wall still needs to be undertaken and the new self-service machine will be installed during October.  The Steering Group are looking at insurances, risk assessments and budget figures where request for funding will be bought to the next pc meeting in November.
.Meeting closed at 20.38 pm






Chair
Please not that these minutes remain as drafts until agreed and signed at the next full council meeting
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