



IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 31st January 2018 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
Pam Armstrong

Councillors

K Watts

 D May

P Smith

D Shroll

JP Carr

L Brown

J Gibson

A May

C & R Elliott
L Ellis Day
J Dunkley
M May
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 20 members of the public present.
Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from:  - Cllr T Maguire & NCC Cllr M Griffiths
17/98
DPI's –  None declared – question was raised regarding interests once public had spoken and it was stated that a declaration of interest could be declared when it was made apparent to councillors.
17/99
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Questions were raised by the public –

· Concern was raised regarding the amended plans for the Mick George proposals along Gipsy Lane regarding dust, traffic movements and potential harmful chemicals on the land.  It was stated that slurry is being deposited on the land causing a smell which residents were advised to contact Environmental Health.  Mention was also made regarding the fencing in of newts and the positioning of the proposed lagoons.
17/100
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 29th November 2017 were agreed as a true record.  
17/101
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Tree Memorial quotes – discussed under item 17/108

· Dates for training – arranged for 1st February 2018

· Mend fence at allotments – work instructed

· Organise a working party for 100 years war – discussed under agenda 17/109
17/102
Financial Matters
a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £8298.94 for December 2017 and payments of £6882.72 for January 2018 be approved.  
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It was noted that the Clerk and registrar salaries payment had increased in December due to overtime being paid as agreed at the November meeting.

b)
The bank statements for Unity and Nationwide for January 2018 of £124,840.69 were noted.
c)
RESOLVED that Cllr L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for January 2018
d)
RESOLVED that at Standing Order 4 an addition being ‘Advisory Groups should appoint 1 of their members to make notes of the outcome of the meeting which should then be sent to the Clerk for circulation to the other councillors’
e)
RESOLVED to accept the budget as set out at the December meeting and request from BCW a precept of £98,302.00 for 2018/19 which would make an increase to Band D by £6.00
17/103
Recreation Grounds
a) Equipment and wet pore being monitored.  Annual Inspection taken place and it was stated that ‘In case of emergency number’ needed to be displayed in Wollaston Road and Daniels Road play areas.  It was agreed to purchase 4 signs at a cost of £60.00 and for Cllr Dunkley and the Clerk to determine the wording.  Hand grips needed to be replaced and the exercise equipment needed monitoring as they were at a medium risk and coming to the end of useful life as no spare parts could be sourced for them.
17/104
Highways – 
a) No items were mentioned to be added to the next agenda
b) It was noted that the block paving footpath within the centre of the village needed attention.  It was agreed to contact Street Doctor in order to report the repair.
c) Discussion took place regarding the supply of a new notice board on the corner of Bradshaw Way.  It was agreed not to replace it.
d) It was stated that the drain outside of the Reachout Church was blocked and needed reporting.

e) It was stated that the bus shelter near to the Recreation Ground had a damaged Perspex panel.  It was agreed to have the panel replaced

17/105
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) There had been reports of anti-social behaviour within the village.
b) Concern had been raised regarding the condition of some of the gardens belonging to the housing association.  It was agreed to write in order to determine if there was a problem.
c) Concern had been raised regarding the state of the grass verge along the A509 due to vehicles being allowed to park on it.  Due to the wet weather vehicles driving over the footpath were leaving deposits of mud where it was reported that 2 residents had slipped and hurt themselves.
d) There was difficulty in raising and lowering the flag safely in Little Irchester, which after the recent bad weather, the pole was now leaning.  In order to have the flagpole serviced would cost £165.00 but it was felt that a report should be given regarding the pole leaning before the service took place in case the flagpole needed to be reinstalled/removed.  It was agreed that the Clerk get further information before proceeding.
17/106
Planning
Councillors confirmed that they had looked at the plans for the following:
· WP/18/00012/FUL – 19th Public House to change into a dwelling – Cllr Watts declared a personal interest – some Councillors stated that they were unable to view the application. Concern was raised that there no information was available to determine if the business was no longer a going concern.  The change of use contravened the NNJCS Policy 2 – Historic Environment regarding the street scape and Policy 7 Community Services, Policy 8 Place Shaping Principles and also the IPC emerging NHP policy 3
· 18/00004/FUL - Construction of a new link road between Ditchford Lane and Rushden Lakes (with associated site clearance and earthworks) alongside junction works, footpaths, cycle ways, lighting, hard and soft landscaping and associated works at Land West Of Rushden Lakes Ditchford Lane Rushden – it was stated there did not appear to be a crossing point for pedestrians from the Ditchford Slip Road
· WP/18/00021/FUL Proposed front canopy (open) to front of house, plus new boundary fencing. 2 Wollaston Road, Irchester – it was unclear where the property boundary was in relation to the flower bed to determine if there would be enough room for a mobility scooter to pass by.  Concern was also raised regarding the block paving edging.
· 17/00040/WASFUL - Importation of inert waste materials for improved restoration as Lowland Meadow habitat  Land Off Gipsy Lane, Irchester amended plans – see comments above – it was agreed to ask for soil samples of the land and to note that all other objections were still valid.
· Appeal to Secretary of State regarding BCW refusal of planning application for Hilton Hall Little Irchester.
17/107
Neighbourhood Plan

The Neighbourhood Plan was now out for the Regulation 16 consultation.  Once feedback had been received at the end of the consultation these would need to be addressed before being submitted to the Inspector.  
17/108
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) Registrars report sent to Councillors by leaving Registrar
b) RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £290 plus VAT in order to have the tree pollarded within the war memorial garden
c) Motion 1 In line with 6a of standing orders a special motion " The Parish council shall consider a motion on the recent memorial testing and the website statement that amends any agreed resolution, action or policy on this subject and agree any expenditure required by the new motion"
Proposed Cllr Richard Elliott
Seconded Cllr Kevin Watts
As some councillors found it difficult to understand the motion it was explained that by agreeing to Motion 1 the Councillors could discuss Motion 2.  It was therefore RESOLVED to accept Motion 1.

d) Motion 2 “The parish council will restore the cemetery as far as safely possible to its original state before the recent memorial testing and will assist the bereaved who have already restored their memorials.
The clerk will obtain quotations for the work for the next meeting and allocate finances from the budget including if necessary the balances to meet the cost after any liabilities by the memorial masons have been discharged."
Proposed Cllr Richard Elliott

Seconded Cllr Kevin Watts
Cllr Elliot the proposer explained Motion 2 in that the council had agreed, in their business plan, to maintain and enhance the cemetery, that the headstones that were still laid down were a trip hazard, that there was no suitable place to move the headstones too, that all the memorials should be reinstated and requests of help should be received from owners in view of their distress.  Cllrs Watts the Seconder stated that the headstones should be replaced at the cost of the council.

Further discussion took place where information was requested on how many owners had been contacted, who had responded, the number of stones repaired and the number outstanding to be repaired.  It was stated that it was not the Clerks job to allocate funding from the budget.  It commented that it would be unreasonable for the Clerk to obtain quotations for repairs for the next meeting and that headstones were not the property of the parish council so the owner’s permission would need to be obtained first. A counter motion was put to council which read “The Parish Council aims to restore the cemetery headstones to BS8415, as far as possible, to the original state and seeks a report on all legal, logistical, financial and procedural matters to enable a decision to be made” RESOLVED to accept the counter proposal where a report would be written for discussion at a future meeting.
17/109
Community Issues

a) Discussion took place regarding the setting up of a working party to make suggestions for the commemoration of the First World War.  The first meeting is to be arranged.
b) Flag flying policy – it was agreed to discuss this at the next meeting
c) Details had been sent from BCW regarding the review of Polling Stations and it was suggested to request a mobile station for Little Irchester.
17/110
Correspondence
· Request had been received from Romans regarding using the recreation ground on the Sunday.  It was agreed but stated that it was short notice given to the council as an email was only received on the morning of the meeting.  The group would need to ensure that it had the appropriate insurance and risk assessments in place.
· Dates of the closure of Knuston Hill had been sent to councillors and notices displayed in notice boards.
· Information had been received regarding the cutting of the bus subsidy which would affect the W8 Saturday bus.
17/111
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
17/112
Complaint – a 2nd complaint had been received regarding the laying down of a headstone in the cemetery which had been addressed by the complaints group who decided that the complaint was not upheld.  No further official complaints had been received however the Chair had been given 2 letters on the morning of the meeting asking for clarification of the councils intentions.
17/113
Community Assets 

Library – Information had been given to the solicitor regarding the ownership of the building.  A proposal had been made to NCC from the councillors and leaders of Northamptonshire Councils asking that the smaller libraries have more time in order to access the impact of being community managed.

Hilton Hall – appeal from the owners as noted above for the proposed planning application.  It was also stated that the property has been listed on the open market for sale.  Discussion took place regarding the organising of a full building survey and drainage survey and it was RESOLVED to accept the quotations of £950 and £110 to have both surveys completed.
17/114
Registrar Vacancy

It was stated that the registrar had left the position on 26th January 2018.  Expressions of interest had been received from 3 people, one from Wellingborough, Little Irchester and the other from Rushden.  It was stated that a new job description, person specification, hours and pay should be reviewed before an appointment was made, the database completed and relevant forms updated.  In the meantime it was agreed that the Clerk carry out the cemetery duties of which she would be paid hours worked at her current rate of pay.  A meeting to discuss the changes to be held on 7th February.  It was requested that a letter be sent to the previous Registrar thanking her for her contribution to the role from all the parish councillors.
The meeting closed at 10.05 pm
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