IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th June 2023 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong– In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith

L Brown
JP Carr

T Maguire
S Bridge
K Watts


C Ashford
D Shroll

K Clark

S East

M May
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 5 members of the public present.  
Apologies -  
Agreed and Accepted from Cllrs J Dunkley  
Cllr V Blake did not attend the meeting
23/16
Public Questions, Police Report and NNC Update
Public   

· Query the concrete slab on the water trough in the cemetery and can it be removed.
· During the severe rain in the village the church bell was ringing but this was a coincidence

· Hedge has now been cut back on Station Road

· Query replacement lid/bin between 31-33 Woodlands Road as not being used properly

· Query Wollaston Road crossing and illuminated poles – NNC highways have refused request

· Query tree trimming near the crossing – Cllr Carr to investigate

· It was stated that P Holman had resigned as Chair of the NHW and thanked Council for their support over the years.

Police report previously sent to councillors
NNC report – Leaders update sent to councillors which included:
· New Director of Public Health appointed

· Pride month

· NNC Carbon Neutral including climate change issues

· Think before you bin batteries due to bin lorry fire

· Rural business grants

· Schools

23/17
Notification of Any Interests
Cllrs Bridge and Ashford declared an ‘other interest’ in the valuation details for agenda item 23/25
23/18
Minutes
The minutes from 31st May 2023 meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
23/19
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments for £12,080.67 for June 2023 were approved.
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b) The Current financial statement after the payments being £248,517.29
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs JP Carr and L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for June 2023 
d) The current budget was reviewed in light of the potential election taking place in August

e) RESOLVED to adopt the current policies and also the amendments for the Flag Flying and Transparency Policies.
23/20
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) It was stated that 5 interments had taken place throughout June.  Query had been raised regarding the state of a newly interred plot as the family were unaware of the procedure once a burial has taken place.
b) A request had been received to have a 12” x 24” tablet in the middle of 2 cremated remains plots.  It was agreed not to allow the larger tablet.
c) Council gave the Clerk delegated powers in order to have the spoil/grass cutting removed from the cemetery
23/21
Highways

a) The VAS signs had been ordered as the grant had been received from the PCC.
b) Problems were being experience with parking in Little Irchester regarding visitors to the Country Park.  Cllr May stated that if this applied to the Park Run on Saturday the organisers would notify participants.

c) The footpath along Knuston Hill was overgrown and will be reported to fixmystreet

d) The drop kerb installation in Knuston was pending however there are no dates for the commencement of work yet available.

e) The Traffic Enforcement Team has recently attended the village and issued several parking tickets.

23/22
Play Areas
a) The Fair had attended without any issues and would like to return again in the future.
b) The request for a further seat on the Recreation Ground as deferred to the next meeting.

23/23
 Correspondence

· Correspondence had been received from MP P Bone stating that the PO refuse to install a post box in the centre of the village however he would take the petition to parliament and advise of the outcome.
· Correspondence had been received stating that the library community asset application had now expired so a further application had been completed which is awaiting approval.
· Correspondence received regarding the weeds in Denton Close asking for there removal.  Council agreed that a weed spraying program was in place and no further action was needed at this time.
· Correspondence received regarding the weeds on a residents fence backing on to the recreation ground.  Council gave the Clerk delegated powers to have the weeds removed
· The Council had been given the Bronze Award regarding the Armed Forces Covenant.

23/24
 Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
23/25
 Promotion Agreement

A confidential report was given to councillors regarding queries with the Promotion Agreement for Austin Close development.  It was agreed to seek further advice and clarification
Meeting closed at 9.05pm









Chair

These minutes are draft until agreed at the next full council meeting
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