



IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th February 2018 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
JP Carr
Councillors

K Watts

 D May

P Smith

D Shroll

T Maguire

L Brown

R Elliott

L Ellis Day


The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 3 members of the public present.
Apologies -   Apologies were received by the Clerk and accepted from:  - Cllr P Armstrong, A May, J Gibson, J Dunkley Cllrs gave apologies for M May and C Elliott
17/115
DPI's –  None declared 

17/116
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
No police or NCC reports

Public – Query was raised regarding the financial information published on the website.  It was stated that this was included within the minutes and budget figures were published separately.  Public stated that further financial information should be published according to Charles Arnold Baker although no actual reference was quoted.  Clerk to investigate.
17/117
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 31st January 2018 were agreed as a true record.  
17/118
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Tree Memorial – ordered

· Flag pole – service completed

· Surveys ordered

· SO’s amended and sent to councillors

· St Dr – path and drain reported 925036 and 925037

· Precept request sent to BCW

· Respond to Polling Stations sent to BCW
17/119
Financial Matters
a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £6,328.53 for February 2018 be approved.  
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Query was raised regarding the following:

· Why was a brush was purchased – which was so that the bus shelters could be swept
· What did the amount for the library include – room hire for complaints, cemetery role, training as the village hall was not available

· CJ Spoor payment – for the solicitor

· Mowerman payment – this is a monthly payment for grass being cut throughout the season

· Clerk salary – included overtime and fulfilling the cemetery role

b)
The bank statements for Unity and Nationwide for February 2018 of £120,970.12 were noted.
c)
RESOLVED that Cllr L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for February 2018
d)
A proposal was made and seconded stating ‘that the whole council should meet to discuss the improving of the budget setting procedure and financial transparency of the council.’ A counter proposal was made and seconded stating ‘The Finance Working Party to meet to discuss the budget setting procedure and financial transparency of the council and report back to the full council with recommendations.’  The counter proposal was voted on  with 7 in favour and 2 against.
17/120
Recreation Grounds
a) Equipment and wet pore being monitored.  The signs had been ordered for the Recreation ground and were ready to be installed. No further update had been received.
17/121
Highways – 
a) No items were mentioned to be added to the next agenda although a list of potholes was passed to the Clerk for reporting to Street Doctor.  It was stated that so work had been carried out along the high Street which was of poor quality which should be mentioned to Street Doctor
17/122
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) The Flagpole service had been carried out in Little Irchester and the lanyard had been replaced at an extra cost of £10.00 plus VAT.  It was stated that a new sleeve would be needed at a cost of £20.00 plus VAT however the old one had been replaced for the time being.
b) Letter received from Wellingborough Neighbourhood Watch regarding the replacement of damaged signs in Little Irchester asking for donation/contribution towards them. SOs were suspended in order for Irchester Co-ordinator to speak. Query the letter as to why Wellingborough NHW was adding signs to Little Irchester when they were covered under the parish of Irchester, what funding raising does the organisation carry out and where were the signs placed.
17/123
Planning
Councillors confirmed that they had looked at the plans for the following:
· WP/18/00083/FUL – Ramp to front – 169 Arkwright Road – No comment
· WP/18/00084/FUL – Extension to front – 57 Norman Way – No comment
· WP/18/00089/VAR - Variation of condition 2 of planning permission ref:  WP/17/00245/FUL - to allow for changes to layout and window locations - submission of revised drawings  -11 Townwell Lane, Irchester – No comment
· WP/18/00087/ADV - Claudius Way – 5 illuminated and 3 non illuminated signs in Prologis Park – how do they fit in visually with the Nene Valley as there were concerns about the light pollution.
17/124
Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 consultation ended on 23rd February.  Once feedback has been collated by BCW these would be submitted to the Inspector for examination.
17/125
Cemetery/War Memorial
a) It was stated that there had been 1 interment of ashes and 1 new headstone request for Feb and a further 3 burials and ashes interment so far booked for March. Query was raised regarding a proposal for a double heart headstone that was larger in width than the Cemetery Rules and Regulations stated. It was RESOLVED that the headstone be approved if it was being fitted onto a double plot.
b) Discussion took place regarding concern of the gardens at the cemetery and in the village centre. It was agreed that the cemetery working party meet in order to look at the issues and make proposals to the full council for improvements which could be made.
17/126
Community Issues

a) Discussion took place regarding the lowering of the Irchester flag on the death/funeral of a former councillors/chair.  It was agreed to amend the policy in order to lower the flag should a request be made from a serving councillor or family member.  Should the Irchester Flag be flown at half mast then the Union Flag would be taken down
17/127
Correspondence
· Request had been received from a care home in the village asking if there were any volunteering vacancies.  Suggestion was made that litter picking could be undertaken in Austin Close or referral to other organisations within the village.
· EON price increase was noted
· Letter from resident re memorial headstone thanking Clerk for the information received.
17/128
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
17/129
Community Assets 

Hilton Hall – The surveys had been ordered but no results had been received.
Library – no further official update from NCC regarding the status of the library had been received
17/130
Cemetery Vacancy

Meeting had taken place to agree the Job Description, Person Specification and Application Form.  The job title was changed from Registrar to Cemetery Administrator as is was felt that ‘Registrar’ gave the wrong impression of the work involved.  Information had been sent to the Job Centre, website and placed on Notice Boards with the closing date being 10th March.  So far there have been 5 enquiries regarding the role.
Query was raised when the Cemetery Report would be sent to councillors.  It is currently work in progress.
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm
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