IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 31st August 2016 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair

Pam Armstrong
Councillors

Miss L Brown

Mr D May
Mrs C Elliott
R Elliott

Mrs A May
JP Carr


Jean Gibson

K Watts
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 6 members of the public present and PCSO R Head.
There was a presentation by Morelock regarding a VAS sign and data logging. Councillors asked for further information regarding guarantees and the cost of a maintenance contract and faceplate.
Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from: P Smith, J Dunkley & M May.  Late apologies were received from D Shroll and L Ellis-Day.
16/36
DPI's - No interests declared for the meeting
16/37
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Police - Irchester

Burglary Dwelling  Station Road – Entry gained safe stolen
Burglary Non Dwelling High Street – Containers broken into
High Street – Entry attempted to a shop, damaged caused to window.

Violence ABH – Berrill Street – Domestic Related
ABH – Arkwright Road - Domestic Related

ABH – Gypsy Lane – Domestic Related

ABH – Farndish Road – Domestic Related

ABH – Pathfields Lodge – Dispute between residents

ABH – Station Road – Dispute between residents

ABH – Wollaston Road – Dispute between tenants

Vehicle Crime Norman Way = Bonnet/Bumper/Grille Removed and Stolen
Arkwright Road – Attempt theft of motorbike. Disturbed by owner.

School Lane – Tyre Slashed

Theft High Street - Shoplifting – Co-op x 4
High Street – Bank Card stolen at location of a party.

Drug Offences Berrill Street – Cultivation of Cannabis, Offender being dealt with
Criminal Damage Wollaston Road – Graffiti
Berrill Street – Rented house linked to cannabis cultivation

Farndish Road -  Gates damaged in order to fly tip.

Little Irchester

Theft – Pedal Cycle from Keuhne Nagel

Criminal Damage – Glass Broken, BP Petrol Garage A45
Knuston

Burglary non dwelling - Knuston Lodge Farm Entry gained to barn, nothing taken.
Chair Thanked PCSO Rachel and Paul for looking into legislation regarding the pony and trap and all their help in trying to resolve the problem.

Public – NHW stated that there were 22 co coordinators within the village the next area to look at being Station Road.

· Query the overgrown hedge along Station Road as there is a visibility issue on the corner.

· Clerk and Lengths man thanked for carrying out work to the trees near to the zebra crossing outside of the Recreation ground.

· Comment that the lines in the village hall car park were helpful

· Clerk and Cllr Carr thanked for attending the last day of the Station Road enquiry but queried why other councillors didn’t attend.

· Wellingborough Crematorium to open on 19th September and open days for the public will be held on 8th and 13th September 2016.

The Chair thanked Morelock, the public and police for attending the meeting.
16/38
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 29th June and 20th July 2016 were agreed as true records.
Draft minutes – to be put on website approximately 2 weeks after the meeting once the chair had read them.
16/39
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
All actions were completed.
16/40
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £24,142.40 for July and August 2016 be approved.  
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b)
The bank statement £125,705.42 as of August 2016 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr Miss L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for August
d)
Recommendation from the Finance Advisory group regarding bank accounts.  It was suggested that a savings account be opened and the chair and clerk visited local branches for further information. After visiting several banks the only option available seemed to be the Yorkshire Bank however suggestion was made to look at the Co-op and also Market Harborough Building Society.  It was agreed that the Chair, Clerk and Cllr Brown decide which would be the best bank to use.
16/41
Recreation Grounds
a) There were currently no problems with the parks
b) Quotations had been received for the removal/cutting back of the sycamore tree on the recreation ground.  It was agreed to contact WBC F Webber for further advice.
c) Discussion took place regarding the horse and cart that is using the recreation ground for racing practice.  There was no legislation in place i.e. byelaw preventing this so the police had no power to remove them. The insurers stated that should an accident or damage arise from the horse and cart using the rec then the liability would be to the owner and not the parish council as, currently, the pc cannot control who visits the park. It was agreed to look into the procedure and cost to produce a byelaw.
16/42
Highways – 
a) Street Doctor Updates 816343 Vegetation was reported near to the road signs from Irchester to Wollaston work instructed. 816466 Vegetation near to the country park work instructed KW to take over the responsibility of the Highways Warden duties
b) There was no highway warden report for Irchester.  Street Doctor had attended site in search of highway defects reported in Sharwood Terrace but none were found.  It was stated that unclear reports were not cost effective and more details/information should be supplied to them.  It was agreed that Cllr Watts take over the role of the Highway Warden and assess problems before they are reported to Street Doctor.

c) – the light in the alleyway off School Road cannot be changed to solar power and the suggestion from Balfour Beatty was to remove it and replace the unit with the light in Sharwood Terrace. Suggested that LB speak to the Working Men’s Club committee and pay for the installation and running costs of up to £50.00.  TR22 lighting Inspection needs to be carried out and this will be added to the next agenda.
d) It was suggested that a litter picking group be set up. PA to organise.
16/43
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) Highway Warden no report given as no issues raised.
16/44
Planning

An update on the recent appeal enquiry was given to council.
WP/16/00396/FUL – 2 storey side extension – 3 Gray Street Irchester - approved
WP/16/00442/FUL – Partial demolition of existing garage, single storey rear extension – 24 Woodlands Road – no comment
WP/16/00423/FUL – 96 Arkwright Road – Irchester – no comment
16/45
Neighbourhood Plan

a) Resolved to adopt the draft NHP in order for the next stage of consultations to take place.RE proposed that the word conurbation be taken out and village be added however this was not agreed.  Other comments regarding sporting facilities and traffic management will be looked at when the consultation period takes place. JP thanked the pc for their patience with putting the plan together and all the members of the Steering Group for their time and commitment.
b) A letter was received regarding infill development for Irchester which the developer requested to be included in the NHP but the plan had already been agreed.  It was agreed to write to the developer thanking them for their suggestions.
16/46
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) No Registrars report received.
b) Resolved to accept the quotation of £350.00 in order to have the conifer tree on the war memorial removed and the stump left to approximately 1 metre high so it can be made into a feature at a later date.
c) It was suggested to purchase plants for the rose garden in the war memorial and this will be looked at at the pre-budget meeting.
d) A report regarding the maintenance of the war memorial was read to council and it was agreed to review at the pre-budget meeting. Suggest that the war memorial garden may be a suitable project for students of Moulton College – JPC to investigate and report back to council.
e) It was stated that the grass contractor was receiving problems with the ornaments, plastic flower holders and solar lights when trying to strim around the tablets in the cremated remains section.  It was agreed that the pathways only be cut and that plot holders be reminded that memorabilia needs to be restricted after the 12 months.
f) It was suggested that a notice be placed on the War Memorial front gate stating that access can be made through the back gate.

16/47
Community
a) Best Village – the chair had attended to Best Village competition presentation evening and had received further ideas for the competition for next year. A report had been received regarding the judge’s views and opinions. Suggest setting up a working group to look at improvements for next year.
16/48
Correspondence
a) Letter received regarding the new 105 power cut number
b) Info from NCC regarding 30 million steps
c) Resident letter re parking
d) NCALC conference

e) Request for a grant from the Irchester Players

f) Trees re Station Road – refer to NCC

16/49
Exclusive to public and press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
16/50
Appraisal

It was stated that the Clerk should have an appraisal as per Standing Orders and it was RESOLVED that the council abide by the Standing Orders and arrange an appraisal once the pc have set their aims and objectives.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm
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