IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual and Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 19th May 2021 Village Hall School Road Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith
JP Carr


M May 

 T Maguire
J Dunkley
N Gibbons
D Shroll
The meeting started at 7.15pm. there were no members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr L Brown & V Wilkinson
Declarations of Acceptance of Office as an elected councillor were completed before the meeting started.
21/01
Chair Person Election

Cllr P Armstrong was elected Chair for the ensuing year.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by the Chair

21/02
Declaration of Interest

All Councillors were advised that the DOI forms needed to be completed with 28 days of the election.  North Northamptonshire Unitary Council required this information electronically and a link was sent to councillors prior to the meeting
21/03
Appointment of Members 
a) Vice Chair – Cllr T Maguire
b) Internal accounts controller – Cllr L Brown
c) Footpaths – Cllr N Gibbons
d) Highway Wardens for Irchester,Little Irchester & Knuston – Cllrs P Smith and J Dunkley
e) Health & Safety Representative – Cllr J Dunkley
21/04
Appointment of Advisory Groups - Cllr Armstrong and T Maguire are on all Working Groups
a) Finance – Cllrs JP Carr, L Brown & D Shroll
b) Recreation – Cllrs JP Carr, M May & N Gibbons
c) Cemetery – Cllrs JP Carr, P Smith & D Shroll
d) Highways & Lighting – Cllrs J Dunkley & P Smith
e) Planning – Cllrs JP Carr & J Dunkley
f) Orchard & Wild Flower areas – Cllrs K Watts, P Smith & N Gibbons
g) Village Voice – Cllrs JP Carr & L Brown
h) Emergency planning/flooding – Cllrs D Shroll, J Dunkley & L Brown
i) Community Projects – Cllrs JP Carr, P Smith & N Gibbons
21/05
Appointment of Representatives

a) Irchester Sports Association – Cllrs L Brown & T Maguire
b) Village Hall Committee – Cllr P Smith
c) Youth Centre Management Committee – Cllr N Gibbons
d) Allotment Association – Cllr L Brown or T Maguire
e) Bowling Club Committee – Cllr P Armstrong
f) Library – Cllr P Armstrong or T Maguire
21/06
Dates of future meetings



30th June 2021



26th January 2022


25th  August 2021



23rd  February 2022


29th September 2021


30th March 2022


27th  October 2021


27th April 2022


24th November 2021


25th May 2022
21/07
Public participation/Police Report
No members present.  NNU Cllr Carr stated that at least one of the new North Northamptonshire Unitary(NNU) Councillors would try and attend the parish council meetings to pass on information.
Park Run – concern was raised regarding the venue of Irchester Country Park for the park run as they had not confirmed to the organisers that the event could start up again in June.
There had been no further information from the police regarding a PCSO for the village and it was suggested to write to the Police and Crime Commissioner asking what the plans were for Irchester and the rural areas if nothing has been received by the next meeting.
21/08
Minutes
· The minutes from 28th April 2021 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair.
21/09
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £7.607.57 for May 2021 be approved 
[image: image1.emf]
b) The Current financial statement £214,808.20
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs JP Carr & P Armstrong to authorise the bacs payments for May 2021 when possible. 
.21/10
Recreation Grounds

a) The climbing unit in the Little Irchester had a damaged step which has been removed and a new part ordered.  Equipment had been cleaned. 
b) A further quotation for a seesaw in the Little Irchester play area had been requested but not received.  An engineer from Wicksteed was due to visit site to look at the equipment but no date had been given.
c) New play equipment for Irchester – lead time was approx. 12 weeks but no start date had been given.
d) Due to inconsistences in cutting the Recreation Ground a quote had been received for cutting the area. The current contractor has failed to send a schedule through and the main area is gang mowed one week with the perimeter and play area cut at a different time, usually a week or so afterwards.  Council suggested a further schedule be requested and looked at by the finance working party.
21/11
Highways
It was stated that London Road in Little Irchester would be closed again on 4th June for 3 days.  There was also problems with the light at the corner of London Road and Gypsy Lane and may not be mended until some June.
Station Road had several pot holes which had been reported however repairs had not been carried out.  Several roads in the village were in poor condition and it was suggested to write to the new Cabinet member for highways once they had been appointed at NNU.
21/12
Planning
NW/21/00354/FUL – Conversion of integral garage to habitable room – 36 Arkwright Road – no comments
NW/21/00296/FUL - Construction of a detached shelter for customers using our outdoor
seating whilst visiting the Quarryman's Rest Cafe situated within Irchester Country Park. – no comments
21/13
Cemetery/War Memorial
Issue with headstone in cemetery had been raised with the local MP from 2016 memorial testing.  It was agreed to add this to the next agenda under Exclusive to Public and Press.
21/14
Correspondence
· Further information had been received from Crimewave and it was agreed to  ask them to a council meeting to advise on their services
· Training – it was suggested that the councillors have some bespoke refresher group training with NCALC
· Resident letter – a letter had been received noting concerns with the local buses, post office, doctors surgery and chemist within the village.
21/15
Exclusive to public and press
21/16
Parsons Hall Lease
The Youth Centre Parsons Hall had requested that the lease be added to the council agenda however councillors required specific queries/requested before further discussion could take place.
Cllrs T Maguire and N Gibbons left the meeting
21/17
Land at Austin Close
Discussion took place regarding a Promotion Agreement between land owners to commence the progress with development as per the Neighbourhood Plan.  It was agreed to proceed with the draft agreement.
Meeting closed at 9.35 pm
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