IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 30th March 2016 at Hilton Hall, Little Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

                      Councillors


P Smith 
D May

Mrs A May
JP Carr

  L Ellis-Day 
L Brown

J Gibson  
D Shroll

J Dunkley
R Elliott

  C Elliott

Guest Speaker Bob Wade and Lloyd from Nene Valley First Responders attended the meeting and spoke about the EMAS Defibrilator and also the work of the Frist Responders within the borough.

One minutes silence was held for D Coxall who was a previous councillor who had suddenly died.

The meeting started at 7.35pm. There were 11 members of the public present, S Homer from NCC and PCSO Phil Wane
Chair stated that the public can record the meeting and use social media if they require. 
Apologies - Resolved apologies received and accepted from Cllrs M May & N Greenhalf
15/112
DPI –  Farndish Road planning agenda item 15/120 an other interest was declared by Cllr L Brown
15/113
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 24th February 2016 were agreed as a true record.
15/114
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Public – The path in Newtown Road Little Irchester needs to be repaired near to number 46 on the left hand side.
Solar farm – concern was raised regarding the digging up of the grass verges, daffodil plants and highway, which had not been reinstated properly, and the fact that the village were not notified of the road closure or traffic lights.  It was stated that the information was in the planning approval and that the contractors only have a duty to notify highways.  Regarding reinstatement of the verge etc it was advised to contact the Development Control Manager at Wellingborough Council.

Request was made for a litter bin to be placed next to the bus shelter in Gipsy Lane.

The road markings on the crossing in the High Street need repainting 

Query was raised as to why a light was removed from the junction of Station Road and Parsons Road by Balfour Beatty who were fitting the upgrades.  It was stated that this may be due to pipes/cables underground as the new lights needed to be installed deeper into the ground.

NCC Councillor Update – Cllr Homer stated that it was probable that the county would change to having Unitary Councils by year 2020 as budgets were being cut every year.
Police Stats February  - Irchester
Attempt Burglary x 2 – Both Irchester Country Park, one at Jungle Parc, attempt made to gain entry via shutter. The other was an attempt to gain entry to the main office.

Burglary Non Dwelling – High Street Irchester, mini motorbike and welder stolen. 

Criminal Damage x 2 – Arkwright Road, Domestic related, offender dealt with. Arkwright Road, Fence damaged, not known how.

Theft x 3 – Arkwright Road, Number plates stolen. Wollaston Road, Number Plates Stolen James Street, Number Plates Stolen

Burglary x 2 – Manor Close, entry to front door forced, untidy search of property, nothing appeared to have been stolen though. Austin Close, Laptops and Jewellery stolen.

Theft – High Street Irchester, Suspect identified, investigation ongoing.

Assault x 3 – High Street Irchester, Suspects identified, investigation ongoing. Coulon Close, Domestic Related, offender being dealt with. School Hill, Offender known and being dealt with.

Little Irchester

Theft – BP A45 – Theft of Fuel

Assault – London Road, Domestic related, offender being dealt with.

Burglary – Chester House Higham Road, entry gained, nothing taken

Knuston

Burglary – Station Road, Alloys and Batteries stolen, suspect identified, investigation ongoing.

Chair thanked the public for their comments.
Council agreed to discuss 15/123 Village Voice in order for a member of the public to speak. SO suspended
K Clements who produced the Village Voice stated that he was retiring.  A couple of volunteers had come forward who would take on the responsibility of putting the articles and adverts together for printing.  It was suggested that the magazine could be utilised more and further services could be offered commercially ie questionnaires, births, deaths and marriages.  These would be discussed by the group and recommendations made to full council.  The Chair and Councillors thanked Keith for all his hard work and commitments to the Village Voice.

SO resumed
15/115
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
	Agenda
	Task
	By
	Completed/comments

	Feb
	Grass mats Poached areas in play grounds
	Clerk
	To be ordered

	
	Play equipment review
	Rec Grp
	To organise

	
	Procurement procedures
	Fin Grp
	Completed

	
	Parking School Road/Lane
	Cllrs
	Monitor after works completed

	
	Letter to youth re speech
	Clerk
	Emailed 26 feb

	
	Flags
	Clerk
	Ordered

	
	Preschool funding
	Clerk
	Email sent 25th Feb

	
	Highways Station Road
	TM
	No report

	
	Wollaston School competition letter
	Clerk
	Emailed 25th Feb

	
	Best village competition form
	Clerk
	Sent 15th March 2016

	
	Response NNJCS
	Clerk
	Letter 25th Feb

	
	Planning response
	Clerk
	Emailed 25th Feb


· School work now completed – parking should be alleviated.  A resident of School Lane stated that every property had a car parking space allocated on their deeds that they may be responsible for.
· Wollaston School – no response

· Best Village Competition agenda item
15/116
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £16370.38 for March 2016 be approved.  
b)
The bank statement as of £109,009.03 was noted

c)
RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and L Brown authorise the bacs payments for March 2016.
d)
The request for grant funding for the Neighbourhood Watch had been received.  It was deferred to next month once a budget has been received.
e)
The request for funding the Patrol Crossing Person for 2016/17 for £3900.00 with £750 being donated by the school.  It was RESOLVED to agree to the payment of the Patrol Crossing person.  Cllr Homer stated that if the NCC councillors received the empowerment funds then she would donate monies to this project.
f)
RESOLVED that the changes to the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders be accepted and that the Financial Risk Assessment was accepted for the following financial year.

g)
Defibrilator – RESOLVED to purchase 2 x EMAS defibrillators at £999.00 and house one in the Village Hall. It was suggested to fund raise for some of the money to pay for the unit, and also have a commemorative plaque in order to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. SO suspended S Homer stated that she would like to purchase one of the defibrillators for Little Irchester if she received the empowerment fund monies. SO resumed.  The housing of the Little Irchester defibrillator to be agreed.
15/117
Recreation Grounds
a) Repairs to the equipment from the annual report had taken place and straw had been placed in the poached areas.  The grass mats had been ordered and were awaiting installation in the Recreation ground.  The chains to the swings in Daniels Road play are needed replacing. There was also a problem with the base of the Village sign in Little Irchester which was corroding It was RESOLVED to order the swing chains and to ask the lengthsman to look at the village sign base.
b) Discussion took place regarding the cost of £540.00 to remove and dispose of the concrete area at the entrance to Austin Close.  It was RESOLVED not to remove it.
c) Discussion took place regarding the proposal of access through Austin Close in order for development to take place on land at the back of the park, as per the result of the Stage 2 NHP consultation. It was RESOLVED In principle to allow access through the play area subject to the parish council’s agreement of conditions and the proposal made by the developers.  A separate meeting would need to be held with the developers to discuss this further.
d) Denton Close - It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.
15/118
Highways – 
a) Street Doctor updates 769685 – vegetation obstruction light in High Street – Referred to E Ymeri
b) Correspondence had been received regarding the amount of litter in Arkwright/Station Road.  It was agreed to contact Norse to have a look at the area.  
c) It was agreed to ask the Enhancement Gang to : Clean the gullies in Thrift Street, clear the litter on Gipsy Lane and flatten the ruts in Bakers Crescent and reseed the grass area.
d) After discussion regarding the problems with the light in the alleyway from School Road.  A Quotation had been received for £2833.85 in order to arrange electricity to the light. It was RESOLVED to use the bus shelter budget in order to pay for this.
e) VAS sign – information from NCC highways was not available.  The details were presented at the JAG meeting asking for information of accidents and recommendations for traffic calming.
f) No highway Warden report for Irchester.
15/119
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) The highway report for Little Irchester and Knuston had been circulated and added to the website
b) Street Doctor – 769791 drain cover Little Irchester roundabout – work completed
c) Information had been received regarding 2 Rowan trees in Newtown Road Little Irchester whose roots were damaging the foundations of a property.  It was stated that they were owned by Wellingborough Council and that they would be removed if anyone required the wood.
15/120
Planning
a)  WP/16/00121/OUT - Application for outline planning permission with some matters reserved for residential   development of 2 No single storey dwellings (access to be determined at this stage) Location: 94 And Annex Farndish Road, Irchester – It was suggested that proper tree screening be put into place and that the PC welcome dwellings and that 2 car parking place are provided for both dwellings.
b) WP/16/00133/VAR – Variation land opp 7-11 Claudius Way – Lark Energy – No comments
15/121
Neighbourhood Plan
A report was emailed to councillors regarding the NHP progress.  
15/122
Cemetery 
a) Registrars report was emailed to councillors.
b) The trees/bushes on some of the old graves needed to be cut back or removed and the broken graves needed to be repaired.  A meeting with the lengthsman had taken place to discuss this however there was a problem with the removal of the waste as the pc did not have a licence.  It was RESOLVED to apply for a Waste licence and continue with the grave repairs.
15/123
Community

a) Village voice – details previously minuted
b) Discussion took place regarding the producing of a village Welcome leaflet.  It was agreed that councillors look at the draft and submit ideas
c) Best Village Competition – form completed.  Judges will attend the village when organisations can attend the meeting and discuss aspects of group activity.

d) Poster for litter – no acknowledgement from the school
15/124
Correspondence

Correspondence had been received from the following:
· Information regarding Commemorative coins to celebrate the Queens 90th birthday. –It was agreed not to purchase but donate one of the Defibrilators to commemorate the queens 90th birthday.
· Northants County Council Amendment to 2015 Permit Scheme – No comments to make
· Invite to St Katherines for 2 representatives To the collation by the Bishop of Brixworth and induction by the Archdeacon of Northampton of the Reverend C Lomas.  It was agreed that  the Chair, A May and Cllr D Shroll should attend

· Anglian Water Prevent Pollution Scheme – PC agreed to work with Anglian Water and send historical information 
· Petition –  Information received regarding Thrift Street proposal to close vehicular access to the unadopted road.  Not a pc matter however the pc do not support the road closure.
· Post Office – the proposal is to move the PO to the Wollaston Road shop near to the recreation ground.  Moving a key facility that would no longer in centre of village and no roadside parking for vehicles.  Residents would have to walk uphill from the centre to reach the office.
· Unity Bank – bank will start to make charges as from June 2016.  To look at alternative banks.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9. 45pm



Chair
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